MNR deprl gq@gl
of health care

AROUND two million people have los; accegs to
health care due to the banditry of the South African
btacked MNR, pccording: to Dr Inusse Noormahomed,
National Director of Manpower in the Mozambican

Ministry of Health,

Dr Noormahomed said
between 1982 and 1886 the
bandits destroyed 211
health posts and health
centres, ang g further 374
were looteq ar farced to
close, .

LAPUTO.

By the end of 188§ only
17 doctors were working
in rural hospitels, largely
fue to security fears for
the large number of fo-
reign personnel employed
by the Ministry of Health.

This meant thet in
rural Mozambique there
was only one doctor for
443.000 people, whereas
in 1981 the ratio had heen
one for 180000 people.

The central province of
Zamhezia had been worst
hit, said Dr Noormaho-
med. In 1981 13 of Zam-
bezia’s 17 districts had
doctors, but by late 1986,
outside of the provineial
capital, Quelimane, there
were only doctors in Mo-
cuba and Curue,

Dr Noormahomed said
that the number of war-
wounded patients entering
the country's hospitalsa
had Increased from a
monthly average of 63 in
1981, to a monthly aver-
age of 382 now.

Banditry had also re-
sulted in 5 sharp rise in
{nfant and child mortality.

Estimates are thet in
1983 200 out of every
1000 children born died
before heir first birthday.
Between 325 and 375
children out of every 1000
died before they were five
years old. — Zlana-Aim.



