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MAPUTO. Aug 19 (Agenc ies)  -  The
banncd Afr ican National Congress (ANC) of
South Afr ica has blamed pretoria fr ir  the [ i l -
l ing here on Tues<Jav of Ruth Firsr. one of i ts
lead ing mcmbcrs.

The ANC, in  a  s ta temcnt .  accused Sr tu th
Afr ica of rcs<-rrtrng to naked terrorism in an
at tempt  to  dest roy the organizat i t>n.  . rnd
vowed 16 xv€fl{€ the kiUing of the anti-
apar the id  campaigner .The i tarement  sa id
Mn.  F i rs t 's  death would act  as  an insp i ra t ion

. in the ANCs f ight to overthrow the govern-
ment of South l \ fr ica.

M*. First.  59. a White South Afr ican exi le
l iving in Mozrmbir lue. died when a parcel
bomb exploded in her off ice at the Eduardo
Mandalane University Center for Afr ican
Studies. rvhere she was director of rese arch.
T!Iq. persons injured in the explosion are
st i l l  in  hospi ta l .

The parcc' l  bonrb that ki l led Mrs. First was
del ivered las t  w:ek,  the Mozambiquc news
agency AIM.  sa d .

The ANC runs i ts satxrtage campaign
against  the whi te-minor i ty  South Af r i , :en
g()vernment  f rorn  bases in  Mozambic luc and
oth,- 'r  neighborirrg black countr ies.

Mrs. First was lhe wife of the exi leci leader
of the South Afir ican Communist Party. Joe
Slovo, who South Afr ican off icials saf is a
major force behind black national ist guerri l la
attacks in South Afr ica. Off icials in Pretoria
have confirmed Slovo was a key target of a
South Afr icarr raid i .rgainst ANCoffrces near
Maputo in  Mrrzambique in  January  1981.
The raid misse d Slovo but at l iasr 12
rnovement off icials were ki l led

AIM said Mtlzambican security off icials
dec l i ned  commcn t  on  t he  i nvcs t i ga t i on  i n to
l \ { rs .  F i rs t ' r  a5s, lssrn l r t lon,  H,Jw€v€r .  A lM
said rt  had le arncd rhe parcel arr ived durrng
th-e previous wt:ek but remained un,:pened in
Mrs, First 's off ict: .  Thedevice * 'as apparentl !
intended to expkrt ie durrng a Uniteb'Nadoni

conference at the univcrsiry attended by
academics from Africa. Europe and the
United States. AIM said.

AIM quoted a security official as saying the
assassination could be conrpared to other
attacks against ANC officials outside South
Afr ica which " \ rere  pr ' ) !c , l  l r r  be the work t r f
South Afr ican secret services." A sp,okesman
for the S.luth African police in Pretoria said
the government had no comment on the ki!-
l ing. The government has denied ANC
accusations of involvement in previous
slayings of ANC officials i{r Zimbabwc.
Swaziland and l,esotho.

Mrs. First was charged with treason in 1956
along wi th  155 other  act iv is ts  opgrsed to
South Afr ica's system of r.rce scgregstion and
white-minority rule, but the charg';  against
her was dropped two ycars later. She was
"banned"  in  1962 under  the Suppress ion of
Communism Act  and deta ined for  I  l7  days
in 1963. about which she wrote a book on
solitary e'onfinement call,:4 ' 'l 17 lays. ' '

She f led the country the next year .rnd l ived
in Kenya and l-t lndon t iefore sctt l ing rn
Mozanrb ique severa l  ye i , rs  ago.  \ r r i t ing on
South Afr ican issues and working as director
of research at the Univrrsit /s Center for
African Studies.

Portuguese President Gen. Ramalho Eanes
s€nt a message to Moz rrnbican President
Samora lVlachel condem,ring the txrmbing.
AIM said. A Brit ish organizatiorr.  lnter-
ostional Voluntary Servicc. and the Dutch
anti-apartheid mtrvemcnt also sent tetten
condemning the at tack,  Thcre was no ind icat -

'  ion where the prrcel bcmb was'postcd or
*hcre her  husband was z , t  the t ime.

Mrs. First 's three daugl;ters, Shaun wh,' '
l i vcs  in  the Lh i ted Stat .  s .  and R.rb in  and
Gil l ian. now l iving in London, were expected
to arrive in Mozambique s,.lcn for thc funeral,
AIM reported. No date ruas,set for the ser-
v ice.


