
South Africa is
blamed for ';,1;i*
First's murder

F rom Joseph Hanlon
ln lllaputo

Tvro powerful bombs were
invo lved in  the k i l l ing on
Tuesday of Ruth l ' t rst.  The
other had trren intended for
Aquino de Braganca, director
of the Cent re for Af r ican
Studies in i l Iaputo.

Ruth F i rs t  was research d i r -
eetor of the centre and i ts
dr: iving force, During a
meeting in her off icc on Tues-
day af ternoon,  she was opening

TtiEitE is to be a l2-hour
vigil, f ronr I anr to I prn
toda! outsirle South Africa
I{ouse In London, on the
ffn;t annlver,iary of death
sentences passed on three
ANC members. The appeals
for Johlnncs Shabangu,
AnthonY TsotsoSe, and David
Moise. wlll be heard next
montlt. Between I prn and 2
pm the vlgi l  wi l l  he trans'
forrned Into a speeial remem-
llranco of Ruth Flrst.

her por; t ,  as she of ten did dur-
ing meet ings.  She came across
tu 'o ident ical  let ters,  one
addressed  to  he r  and  the  o the r
to Braganca. When he opened
his,  i t  fa i lc 'd to go of f .  But
when  F i r s t  opened  he rs ,  the re
was  a  b las t  power fu l  enough  to
k i l l  he r  i ns tan t l . l  and  t t r  b low a
la rge  h r i l e  i n  the  ou te l  cen ieu t
wal l  of  her of f ice.

B rag r r r r ca ,  P t ' o f csso r  B r i r l ge t
O 'Laugh i in ,  an  An :  e  r t can  l ' : c -
tu re r  a t  t he  c t ' n ( t ' i ' .  anc l  a  ' .  i :  t t -
i r rg  S i t r i r i ' ,  A f  r ' i c : i n  :o r ; i ; ; i : i i ; l r , t ,
[ ' a ] l o , I o r d a n .  r e r n a i ; l  i r r  l r u , , i : i -
La l  w i th  l ru  r ' ns  , r i l r "1  c i : ' s .

l ' he  n l , r zamf  i t ' , r n  Gov i l t i  ; , i en t
poi  r r ter l  I  o { r t  i r  t ' r '  t  r t ; :€ ! I  l  ; ,  rntb
r t tucks  { t { t  . \ l \ f l  i t " ; t t l r  r s  i n
r l e i g h b O i r i ' t ! . l g  C { - ) l i : ' l t  i ' r  - i .  - i ; i i ' I l  i ' l S

l l r e  r ' r c , i r t  ra i '  l t t i ; r rb  w i r i ch
k i l l ed  to ; r  ANC l ca ' . t t n ;  t n  S* 'a -
z i l and .  . l  n t l  t h r ; y  l a i i l  t he
l i l a t n e  f t , r  l l i i r ;  l , c i ; , i ,  l r t  t l r e
"  S0ut l t  .4f  r ic 'at r  s t ' { - ' f r : ' r  : i , , r ' r i . ,c ."

TheL t :  ha t t  f ; . r ( ; i ' r  i : \ ,  , t r  I  , .  l i s
r rn  . \ . \ ( i  l i t c r l t l ) c r i  

. l , .  ' , i .  r , f , L0

the raid on the houses of ANC
members in the Maputo suburb
of Ma'ola in January 1981. But
this ki l l ing comes just trvo
month,; after a high lvlozambi-
can itecurit)' off[cial, Jorge
Costa, defecterl  to Sourh
Africa Costa wott ld have hnou.n
the detai ls of security precau.
tions for ANCi olficials hei'e.

Firsl. had beerr researclt dir-
ector or the Centre fog Afr ican
Studie: since 1978. And she
moulded it into a group ',vhich
did research of high aearlemic
standar. i ,  but which trad practi-
cal irppl ir 'at ion to the problems
facing [ ' lozambique's transit ion
to  soc ia l ism.

One of her ber,t  known pro"
jects wns a study of .Mozambi-
cans wlro had been miners in
Soutlr Al'r'ica. and it lead to
one of tlie first confere nces
which l ,rought together al l  of
the [,ab r rr-oxport ing statct of
Af r ica r i r r  Lusaka in  1978t .

She rt 'maincd a rni l i tant
member of both the Afr ican
National Congress and the
South ,\ fr ican Communist
Party, arrd was the wife of the
ANC leldcr, Joe Slovo. But
Ir irst felt  that t l ;e l iberar, ion
struggle tnust be seen in a
regional context, and 'chat

South A'r ican ref t tgees harl a
responsibrl i ty to help their
host cour,tr ies.

Thus s ' r r )  had l i t t le  invo 've"
n ient  in  t . re  day- to- l i i y  r t in r l i t )g
of  I  he , rNC.

In n sl aterncnt issued in
I-ondon )rr,sterd:ty, the AJ{C
saicl thl: t  South Airtca, " des-
pcrate  t t , .  l iqu i t la t r l  the l i re-
ratrolr i0rces, nas uow
ernball  l r l  on a si ia' ,egy of phy-
s ica l  r ' l i r r r ,n ; i t i ( i r  . i f  lhe learders ,
nielnht. l ' : ,  . i r l r l  : , t :  po;ters of : i re
Al ' lC"  l ioL r  ins iJe r ,nd o t t ts : , le
1ht '  S}; ir t l t  Afr i : :rr :  L- i :rders. I ' l te
aim is to depri",-e cur mo,'e-
me nt  o f  tes ted and t r i  td
leadt, is) ' , ip and to int int idate
an' l  ( l .rrr1() l ' : , l ise ttre .rest ol t i te
o 1 r p l c : : s c : d  a n d  s t r  u  g g l i n  g
nrasses of  , r ,c  pecpl t ' . "  .


