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A senior South Afr ican
of  f ic ia l  yesterday d ismissed
as r ir l iculous suggestions that
the letter-bomb .which ki l led
Dr Ruth First,  a leading
South Af r ican Communis t .
on Tuesday could. have been
posted t( l  her by agents of
the South African security
pol ice.

Dr First,  who is the wife of
Mr Joe l i lovo, another lead-
ing Comrnunist,  was also one
of the few white member.s of
the Afr ican National Con-
gress (ANCI.  She was k i l led
in her of l ' ice at Eduardo
Mondlanr: Universitv in
Maputo,  the cap i t i l  o f
Mozambir lue.

Both t lre Communist Fartv
and the ANC, the main b lack
l iberation movement. are
banned organizat ions in

,South Af  r ica.  F i rs t  had l leen
l iv ing wi th  her  husband for
some y(]ars in exi le in
Mozambique.  A wr i ter  and
academic o f  in ternat i  ona l
repute,  was d i rect r l r  o f
research at  the un iversr ty 's
Centre  for  Af r ican Stud ies.

Despi te  the South Af r ican
denials, there can be l i t t le
doubt  in  the minds of  rnost
observers here that F' irst was
ki l led by Pretoria's agenrs,
who are bel ieved to have
been re:;ponsible for the
deaths o f  severa l  o ther  ANC
activists in exi le
C MAPU'IO: The Mozambi-
can news agency quoted a
security pol ice off icial as
saying that the attack was
"s imi lar  to  o thers  in  th is
reg ion which have proveC to
be the vrork of the South
African secret services (,{FP
reportt).
O OXFCTIiD: An Oxford don
ldf accused tlre South nfri-'can Government of being
invol 'red in the murder of Di
F i rs t  (Our  Corresponi lent
wr i tes) .

Mr  Gavin  Wi l l ia rns,  a
po l i t ic  s  don at  St  Pet  er 's
co l lege,  and a lso a  Srru th
Afr ican,  has jus t  f in i r  hed
edit ing I)r '  First 's Iast book --
a study of l t{ozambique
nriners who nrigrated to the

TSouth d f r ican go ld  mines
t  I , { r  'Wi l l iams sa id  ve:  ter -

condemncd thc killine as I
"cowsrdly and criminil act".
(AFP reH)rts).

"Dr First was killed bc-
cause she wlr rn acdvist and
curageous pofeon; who stood
up against institutionalized
racism, genocide end fascist
dictatorship", the OAU said

Giving I werning that
Pretoria docs not have a
monopoly on violcnce, the
OAU spp.rlcd !o African

irrl*lrz

Pretorfieu pro*er*ts frmnnocepce
day: "Anyone rv l to  knows
how the South Afr ican state
operates wil l  bc 99 per cent
certain that she has been
ki l led by the Sorrth Afr ican
depar tment  o f  d i r ry  t r icks . ' ,
O AMSTERDAM: Seven
Dutch anti-apartheid move,
ments  yesterdav condemned
the at tack on Dr  F i rs t
(Reuter  repor ts) .

A joint staremcnt said that
the ki l l ing was one of a
series of murdcrs and bomb ststci rrnd , ' t l l .  Drofressivc
artacks on AN(j members. forcc$" to step up ai i l  to the
O ADDIS ABABA: 1'he Orga- At- iq.
nization of Afr ican Unity
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