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F*nrffi#} hmimfr) kflillig S" Afoica:n exf,le
LISuOl. i  (F.eutcr) ,  Fxi led Scuth
Africirn b,f arxist arrd Fadical author
Ruth Firs l  was ki l led by a parccl
borri ' , '  in t l ie Mozambique capital
M a p u t o  o n  T u e s d a y .  S h e  $ ' a s
regarrled by many as the intclle<;tual

1po{,vci  behind the banned Afr ican
National Oongress (ANC).

Tlrc Pr l r tuguese news ag(;ncy
A|IOP said threc other 1rcople, irr-
c l u d i n g  M o z a m b i q u e ' s  l e a r J i n B
ideolrrgist  Aquino dc Braganza,
were inju;:ed when the bomb cx-
ploded in, the African Study Cc ntrc
at Muputo Univcrsity.

Fir;rt, i9, whose husband Jac
Slovo is a scnior leader of thc ban-
ned South  Af r i can  Cornmrrn in t
Party and a leading ANC strate gist,
was opening the packagc whcn it
exploJcd, ANOP said.  I t  wus not
imrnediatcly clear whcre the pirrc,:l
originatcd.

Firut and Slovo were believeJ by
South African security officials to
be kr:y figures in planning AN€
sabotrrgc rrttacks in South Afri,;a.

Firlf rvm one of the l irst pople
deta i r red  undcr  South  A l ' r i ca 's .

stringcnt;*curity lsws. In 1956 shc
was arrcstcd for  . .h igh t rcason,
although. thc cfiargc was dropped
two yeart latCr.

She was nrbacquently restricted
to the Jqhanncsbrrrg arca undcr thc
Supprcsrion of Communism Act,
and tworrnagaz.inco rhe e.dited wcre
banned,

Hcr dctention in 1963 lcd her to
wftlp I l-f Doys, a classic dcscription
of ioliiirry lonfincment. Shi lcft
South Africa on an exit visa thc fol-
lowing ;rar.

First twas rvorshippcd b:, black
South African exiles, who rcfcrrcd
to her a8 "The high,pfiestess" of the
South Afpicari Communist Farty.
Shc was also a notcd author and
rvnr ppnisc for hcr cramination of
apErtheid in fl,le Bsrel af a Gun.

Working out of Mrrpuio, First
and Slovc, w€r(; suspected of plann-
i n E  a n d  c o c r d i n a t i n g  s e v e r a l
hundrsd ANO raids into South
Africa. Thc n,ost rpcctacular war
thc llLt0 htta.cl on thc trigh-security
Salol plilnt, 'rhich produccr oil
from coa!.

Thers has bcen no oificial com-
rnEnt in South Africa on First's
death but r€ports about her'her'*
becn displayed proininently in ;l l
the major ncwspapers.

The ANC ycsterday lccured
South Africa of being bchind Fint's
death.  I  r r  a statcment f rom i tc
London o f f i cc ,  thc  ANC sa id
P r c t o r i a  h d d  c m b a r k e d  o n  a
"strategy of physical climination c{
thc leadsrs,  menrbers and sup-
porters of the ANC, both insidc snd
outsidc the South African bordcrs."

Mcanwhi lc ,  in  Johannuburg ,
South Africa's Ministsr for Law and
Ordcr Louis le Grange said yester-
day that Ernest Dipale cornnnittcd
suicidc in police dctention dcspite
bc ing  he ld  in  a  c ,e l l  esp  tc ia l l y
modified r(r pfe'/ell i  inrne,tcr; fronr
harming t  :msel ' rct

DiPale r : 's ' fot tn-  hanging in r i ;
ccl l  in . lohir , ,nust iur ; ; ' r  J, lhn ""org,c; '

Squarc pc 1:cc stutir:n ott r\ l: i .Just 3.
Arr autog , warl s eilrird c ut ot1
Dipale la week t',;t the flnclirigs
have not t s,:.n publi;hed. (Ui: 'tr, ,{,P
Rcutcri


