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"It is exciting working in Mozambique and maybe scme of
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that {lavour comes over ané makes am sound as though, you know
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we L.tY blcw our own trumpets all the time. It's vecause

the work's exciting. Et's not withont. strugsle, it's not without
struggle, there are all kind: of problemse There is a debate in
the university that you had echoes of about how you teach,

about hew the university rclatcs to the politice of the country
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as a wicke, about institutional forms, about methods
zbout what you teach a2nd so on. And when one says that-in a
eeyntry like Mozumbigue you must huve organised political forms
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if you are to dnterverne with m*&ugful research, wnicths what
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that the obher day, that you've no choice if you want to be a

dget was sayiney althouph she said 1t better than
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social scientist in strugsle, you've.no choice bat to wotk

through those institutions which are creating changs. That doesn't
o, . R
mean'an unprcblomatiC'rQlationship, that doesn't means:its a

sepvice role, that doesn't mean that it's thought control or ‘«w
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A lind acquieucenge. That means,given a certain realm -
certain L» «
and a g&xex terrain, the struggle goes on on that terrain,
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and the questions are how to work, how to research, =mix how to
teache They are continuously questions which you have tio confront,:
they take a different form on different’occasions, and

contradictions are at play. I agnég that I err too and we all
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work off a notion of a play of contradictions in society. It was
said the other day that Frelimo ahalysed the.stmiggle at a certain

time as a struggle between two lines.
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particular worx place what are the

(cont of Ruth First speaking in Mapulephx2x 13 Augu
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"Jell, somctimes it's a struggle between more thon
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how exactly gou iden’ify those lines ig rot exclusively the

role of the resegrcher. The political movement?in

also worit on the identification and interpretaticn

s

away from those generalised accounts that there's 2
contradiction. What sort ol contradiction? Vhere Is

dow-ﬁﬁsxﬁnx*xxx with a theordy of contraulmtmon can
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a be.ber analy51s of thesc contradjictions at: play°
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cf having these umhrella, ornibus theories that we
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saying §§3£ the working c¢lass does this, the petty
s .

Cut certa*nlj what we've got to do as res-archers is

cf contradic

get off,

you do
And instead’

cart around

‘bourgeoisie
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does this, the peasantry is like-hﬁis,LWell hOW?C#hiCh?agg a

contradtietions a

what's the division of Iabour? what sort of issues

argued outin in a small orMadger envir ronment? Whnat
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ap;guments aboub planning, =i on an argAWent level,

if Jow o gay thint the country must have a policy pr
in the inlerest of the worker-poasant alliance, how
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wiich soase? whatl dggs thabt tell you aboub pricing?
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that teil you aboutl marxzoting? what doos that teld
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wio controls thu cranspiriy systom and sc on?
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