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As antl-colonial movements swept across Africa in the 19605, Eduardc
Chivambo Mondlsne-.organized :the resistance .to Portugalis presence in
-Mozembique, --Mondlanets- orgenizing abllity and. leadership talent were
matched by his distinotiva revalutiﬁnaxyfthoﬁght. From- 1962 .to 1969, hie.
arned. resistance. novenent: proved~to-be-one -of “the-most aucoessful‘in.all‘
02 -southern Afriﬁa@wb&dau@enha~provided~itfwithﬂa~tough philosophipal
undeépinaing based on,.his expsriences as a student on three contig§nts
and.as'resear@&<ﬁﬁﬁiaﬁr.far the United“Nationé, but most importantly
‘because he shaped hls revelutlionary ideclogy -to conform.to-the present
xrealities and historical: evolution. of: -Mozambigne, - .

,Moa&rébi-qm:-,-»-awlongr«slaﬁdﬂn—.oouﬁbrwmemhling- an- inverted. liom, is
decated. on the sountheastern eorner~ofvthe:%frican continent, About half
'thevﬁeéxxtoiy;is‘coastalulowlands;-1nterior plateaus-appsar in ths west
-centrélvahd-nerbhwestern partss -Although-smaller:than ‘Angola, Portugal's
«largegtwAfrlc%nmterritory¢~Moz&mbiquehhas~amlarger bopulation¢~-0flthe
eight milllon-inhablbants: the.bulk azre .native-African, 1111 terate: and
subsis&enceLﬂazmerso~mNa&r1yﬂ2004000»0rwthew$0talwafe Europsans who hold
deminéntﬂpasitionsmin~theugovernmenthand;economy,w-A Bm&ll'but-impcrt&nt
'kzianapopﬁla&ionubgoupi&snpasltions-&s~blerksmand~petty-traderanl -Bight
:&ndzaﬂﬁaizwhimaawthﬁwsizewoétﬁexro@elitanxPortugal; Mozambique is |
éher&efed~bny®&€h~A£rie&~andwﬂhodesiaJto~the~south~and~west, and byn
Zambia, Halawl and Tanzania.to-the north. With-1ts-eastern edge -on the
jlﬁdianﬁOQean@quzamb?quewf&aeﬂminiiawandﬂthemOrienﬁc ------ This- geographical-
apqsitien—placed~Hozamblque~ﬁeliywithin~themsohemewofwthe ?ortuguese
eéstarnusmbire.~~- |

. ‘BéxtuguésewssaﬁarersareachedpMozambique—abvhhe-endwofwthe~f1fteenth-
centu;ymasythey.séancbedafoz'é,routa to *the riches of the East,. : With
their:eyas.fixed“on.Orient&ivtréa&ura; the Portuguese at*firétmiiﬁited
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thei; activities to Mozambique'ts littoral where they oonstfuéted harbe
and fortresses as part of a commerclal and maritime emplre:in Asla, B
Portuguese preeminencs -in the East crumbled in the seventeenth century
as- both the Dutch and English expanded in _the Indlan Ocean and a resu.
gence. of Arab st;ength developed along the- east African. coast.
Rumorg:o$ inland gold, fabled to be King Solomon's mines, excited
Portugalts original’intaréét-ln the interior. Later in the sixteenth
cenéury, Portu~uese~and~coan Bettiers, at first encouraged by bhe
governmemt, seized large- tracts-of :land and .people 1naugurat1ng te s
prazo, or plantation, 8ystem, Not unlike European feudal lords, the
prazelros exploited-their African serfs.for wealth and power, de-
termining,a:pattern,of race relations lasting for centuries. The
slaver trade and ncontract" labor Wwere an outgrowth of the 2 os.2
Intarest declined in Mozambique during the eighteenth and nineteen
centurius with the~passing of thé Aslan emplre into foreign hands and ¢t
.prdmisednwea}th of Brazil.® But the European scramble for African land
in the last quarter.of the-nineteenth century reklndled Portuguese |
interést leésﬁ their domgins fall to allen intruders. To linsure < \bre
of the reglons 1it. clalmed .on.the map, Portugal initiated a serles of
military.campalgns and;pgciﬁ;caﬁion programs to galn "effective
oc?upatibn” of the interlon..,Thgre had alweys been‘opposiylon to
| Portuguese rule,-yebt--the:-level -of resistance markedly-;ncrease& during
‘this phase of Portuguese gﬁxiyity.u The pacification of Mozambique '
lasted until the third decade of. the. twentieth century--the decads of
londlanets birth,
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THE MAXING OF A REVOLUTIONARY

Borﬁ:in 1920 in Gazs, & province in southern Mozambique, Mondlane
cene fron avt:aditional background. -At the insistence of his mother,
he attended government and-Swlss-Pr&sbyterian~mis&ion schools before

going to. Lourenco Marg %o enroll in:.a course in dryland farming.

—

After graduation,. hawworkedwﬁor»two-yeara‘as~an:inatructor~to~his fellow
Moaamb*canoc | ' . _

The pOlitiCal conditicna of G&za during: Mondlane's youth helped to
—culd his. laﬁer Careere A quart&r of a..century - befcrs his birth, ’
\Gazau&nd hed enaoyed avtonory under 4ts-last king and chief, Gungunhana.
From- 1884 to 1885 Gungunhana h&gubeen~&wthornﬂinrbhe~elde~of Portugal -

Just.as Mendlane mauldwban uHis-oppesitlon in the last years of the
n-natasnth eentury.provad 4o be .& major obstacle to European millitary
&nd administnahive eontrolAin southern Mozambique, and a lasting influ-
sgcevfor over~&ngener&tion45»Thawoppoaition~of Mondlane'swfather-and»
nncla;te;the5e§lon1alwmegimswalaowruﬂniahethimwwith~exampleswof re;
~slstance. “ , B 4
f.ﬁendlanews r@&pﬁnsefﬁo~his$&nﬁurgent herlt&ge-flrsézappe&red afﬁer
.n#;sscuzed'avseh@larahipainw19b8~th&ﬁ-enébled~him to-reglster -in South
_Af“‘*a*é-Wi*watersrand—UnlvawaityanﬂAtuthe-end~of-h18-seoon& year in
419%90 M nd lane -w&as diamissad £rom. the university for bsing a -“foreign .
netives After this - n& ‘bagan- %o dimplay those qualities that were to
shapgwh;sulife'and'thexfutureeof Mgzambique, Back in Lourenoo Marques,
he helped organize an &ssoeiaﬁlon.or-Hozambioén students (Nﬁﬁl&o dos

Estudsntes- de Mo?ambiqua) that resultsd in a confrontation with the-
antho“itieo. To cure his “embryonic spirit ‘of black nationalisn" the
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Portuguese colonial government allowed him-to-continue his educatisn in
-Portugal.

At the Universlty of Lisbon- (1950~51) he began a new phase in his
activist career, While e&ncentrating~"en—talging at closed maetingé<of
students@cfaeulty~m&mberﬂﬁwandrsomewmore~liber&lvPorbuguase,wdeaerib&ng:
Portugné&e-eal&éi&lwpaliaiaa»ﬁ~Mondlanemassoeiated~with«&frlcan-studenb&A
framzthemtéxf&tariesgwsame~ofmuhom~became~future nationalist 1eaders,7

. Sublect Co foioial hazx assment far his. é;tivities, Mondlane de-
elded . to:. . continue- his~studles in the -United. States, graduating fron
Obexrlin. in- 1953 with a . BsA.-and: earning a.Ph.D. atb. Northwestarn Uni-
:vergityh~-Afteruanwaﬂademiegyear:61956m5?)w8pent:anresearch~at Harvard,
he accepted a-position-at-the-Untted Nations, o

Mpndlanewenteredm&xseeond~ph&se~of.aétivity~by«serving7asAa researegh
,offiaer:ﬁrwm;M&z&lQﬁ?~to:3&ptemher~l9él‘ -The-heady- alr of nationalisn
thal gwept Africawduringrthewfiﬁtkeswandwearly-sixties~prove&»1nfestioué~
‘tor Handlaney. whe had long realized. the part-.he: should play-in--the -inde-
pendence. ef. Mezembiques A«retu*n‘tQ.Maaambique<with his- American wife,
Jamst;, 4n::1961 with U.N. - peesporta-convinced Mondlane -that the celonia”
'pml.eies-eould enly ‘be-ended-wlth:total-independence-ané that he must
‘play a. predominant rele-in-the- drive for salrwrulam8 - f L

. His wwisit. to-Mezambique-caused: -a. significant change- 1n Mondlane's
Judgnente - He- new-belleved-: Shat-the-time was-ab-hand-for an independence
maverent-in - Mozambiqueo - The-suecesses -of -natlenal -struggles- elgewnare
in Afrlca-and-the: populax-reeeption ‘he--recelved -in-his-ovwn- country

9"

Strangthenedrthis»nesolntiona~<.Te-dlsengageuhimselrwfrom-U.N. conm

_iitzsnzsf~xondlane-tock an-aaalstant’prafassorship«at«Syrﬂouse»UnJ«-
verzltyQ"Itfbea&nm apparent at fthis psint that a. single, unified rarty

waz the flrsk.atsp.temand mndepend&nne.lo
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By - th&~19608-Mozémblcan nationalistsv long ratarded by oglénlgi
rule, organized & numbar of small, ofoﬂn eY1led¢ groupsg .Thefevelution
. of Mozambican nationsal partie&¢ though meager by compariaon with many-
African"statesﬁnrepresented'&M&rowing'n&tional consclousnesss. --Reslistance
to. Portuguese . conquest exlsted almost-from-tﬁe~beginning, and character-
dzed. an-early form of natlonalism. Invthe-twentieth.oenfury nationalisn
“becane réeted.in the pattern of continuved-Mozambican resistance by -
Afriaanfuewgpapér #xit@rsgyatriking~deckerag\and-&ngrymlaborerswwho?.ag
- recorded by African nationallsts, on.soms occasions pald for tﬁelr~appo-
sitionéwith thelx livesa;l. The 1920s saw politically interested -
Mpaambicéns fdrm reglonal, -linguistic, éivic and mdtual~aid~organia
.zations, which among others included Centro Associative dos Negros de'
.Mocambxqu39 Associg}aa Africens, and Instituto Negrofllo. Even though-
thawnoncept of~naxlonal&smwevolvﬁdmﬁrﬁmmsever&lhsourees,-n@ne af~these‘
"greunpa devesloped:-into a+-natlonal partys-—Rather Mozamblcan. nation&lista
weztablished~a~number af-prganizatione in-neighboring countrieas-besyond
Porbuguese eontrol. .

. The £irst party was the Unifo Democratica Nacional de Moyambique.
.(UDENAMO) formed by Mezambican' workers in Southern Rhodesla on
Oc ber. .2, 1960, A .comblnation of several small groups organized the .
Bseccnd nétionalist movement, the-Mo%ambique~Afrlcan Natlénal'Union
.(EANU), in Moﬁbgsa¢ Kenyé in .February 1961; It received.support fron
"simil§f African unions in Tanganylika (TANU) and Kenya (KANU)...A third
party, Uniao Africana de Mogambique Independente (UNAMI), was e8=
tablished in Nyasaland.(Malawi).- During.l961; all three parties moved
}to'Dér es Saiaam where they received.strong pressure to merge‘from
.oéher Mozembican refugees and fromiéuoh African state leaders as

Kwame Nixrumah of Ghana, and Julius Nyersre of ?anzénia.
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Meanwhile, Mondléne~watched;excxtedlyathe»develbpmenta-1n
Dar,es"Salaamxw-Bealizing»that;the~newly<granted Tanganyikan - -inde-
pendence~woul€»provide him with a base for futurs operations, he enterad
.the .most actlive phase of his.revolutionary career. He flew to
.Dar es Salaam‘?a.assist-in:hhe formation of a united front. On'Jnno‘25;’
1961 UDENAMO, MANU and UNAMI.merged forming:the: Frente de Libertaggb‘de
Mocambique~(FBELIHO).Wiﬁh Mondlane as president. A party congress - -
drafted a program in September. ~-Then two years ~of political organizing
~and.. military preparation preceded guerrilla warfare. _

From.the beginaning; personel anduldeological rlv&lries-burgeonéd
and'lgduto the esﬁablishmant of.-competing movementss Byw1§65»séveral
of these groups formed the-Comtté-Revolpcionério~de~Mo§amb1que (CORENMO)
- under the laadersﬁip af. P&uln~José-Gumana. Desplte the formation of
rlival groups, Mondlane*s FRELIMO not only continued its- preparatlon for
.guarrilla.war but 1ts growth and .8uccess surpassed other resistance
movements south of the-equator.lz ) )

On September’2s, -1964, FRELINO launched its attack against military
postsﬂin.the Cabq Delgado di;trict of Mozambique, Later the struggle '
was~éxtanded.éo Zambé%i&.andmNigssa,-anduflnally-to the Tete'réglon in
.1968ato”disrupt.thafcabo;a,Basaa:Dam~proéect.along the~Zambez1,Rlver.'.m
Before the -desth of -itc first leadex, FRELIMO laid claim to substantial
chunks of Mozamblque tarritory-andwits~population.13 - 8o striking was
1t3 progress.that FRELINQ held, with advanced publicity, its second
party Congress wlth1n~Nlassa.p;ovinae of northern Mozambique 1in

July: 1968,



MONDLANE'S REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHT

what was the revolutiongry thought behind this transformative
achievement? VWhat, indeed, enabled Mondlane's FRELIMO not only to
capture wide swaths of territory but aleo to win the allégianea and
suppert of largs numbers of Mgzambicans wlthih~and»without their
‘homelend? |

An explanation lies in éhemhlstorical coentext of Mozamblque,
especla*my in. relation to other Portuguese and non~Portuguese . terria- 
tories in Africe, and . the revolutionary thought of Mondlane., Lxplol-
tation, racizl dincrimination-and"intolerance-of indigenous custons
Characterized Portuguese rule of Mozambique 8ince the beglnning of
the sixteenth century. For Africans, internal and international
oppos;tion brought paper reforms»wlth little alleviation ogitheir
plight, Hh;1e7other'African colonles moved toward politicéi inde=
pendenee,ﬁMogaﬁbiqﬁev.An5013, and Guinea-Blissau were considered *
integral partsméf.metropoiltgn Portugal after 1951. The Africen
response to 1nereased-Portuguese control alternated betweeﬁ smoldsring
regentment a and. opan warfarc, though-spathy end outright aecemmodatlon
for survival were not unknoxn,- |

Bevolutiaua Ty leade o political activist, guerrilla orgsniczer,
_Eduérdo Mcndlanewwgs glso;a:mannofmsignificant revolutiohary 1dess.
Because aof thevhistorical-experienée of Hozambique, Mondlane's
palitical thought-was-channsled toward four goalsr: formation of a’
‘pol;tical,movemant'capable;of military confiicts independence from
,Portugala:fostéring nétional.donsciousness among Mozamblecansi and the
:réstructurlng of.socieﬁy.touiﬁsurg,true equality with-an end to

.ezploltatlon¢14:
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He defined the *"first condition for success" to ba the bulldlng of
a pol;tical'and military movenent .capable of regalning power for the
Mozambiocan peéplé. With this. in. mind Mondlane, who had been assoclated
with UDENAMO, worked. for unification of the ?hree prlnoléle groups.in
Dar eS'Salaam.ls Once attained in the formation of FRELIMO, the party.
concluded that an érmad.&truggle wopld,ba necessary to obtain inde=-
pendence from Portugal. The conflicts raging in Angola and GuineaaBiﬁsau
and: the savage treatment raportedly. meted oﬁ%_bo Mozamblcan demonstrators,
such as those at Mﬁeda,ihA1960¢ convinced FRELIMO's first president ¢
the-futility of éeacerul means. In fact, early attenmpts at.negotiations
wlth“Portugal-through the Qnited Natians failed go recelive a response.16
A3 8 consequencs, FREL?HO;relﬁoitself forced to engage in guerrilla
.warfare for the Mozambican people. Mondlane beliesved that éha reason
for the ﬂr&qia}‘socioweconomic structure typifying the Portuguese
colonlial soclety of today® resulted from the #fact that African'peoplo
rkave lost their-politioalApow;r.ﬂrom the very beglnning of thgir
retaticns with the.ngtugues&.";7.lw1thoub political power'thei lost
comtrol of -*thelir land.. .» o [and] .natural resources, the means of
preduction, and the r;ghthto.bug and sell the frults of their iabour."le
' leevméo Tse=tungts.dictum. that powsr bomes from-the barrﬁl of a gun,
FPRELIMO'8 revglutianéry'leader-advocated'"arﬁed strnggleiagainst the
whole peliticaly econciticwsocisal structure upon -which the Golonial
system-is built.:?. Mondlame put little hope in-a clear-out military
‘Victory, but.held.thah“theumilitaxy coats~£o-Portugal would forca_her
to negotiate- with EBE;IMO.
N&gatiatinnsﬁgﬁtéiled tha.récognttlonmor Mozambique's.inde=-
Fendence=w=his sécoad goal., Before many of his plans for restructuring

3ecieby could bs fully .implementad, selfedatermination for Mozambigue
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‘had to be attained., He promised no qﬁick victorys "liberat;on from
Portuguese rule ma.y take rany years and many lives."ao Despite the
-ohstacles, Mondlane remained confident that “the populations are
mobilised, And where there'lies5a-popu1ar war, peoples victory is
certain. History testifles 1t.“21 Forelgn support to fortugal,
itself an underdsvelopad nat;on, increased tﬁe odds against which
FRELINO Teugnts. This collusion of nations, mainly South Africa and
" Western powers, that a;ded the Portuguese war efforts in. Mozambique
Qither unllatérally or through. NATO, helpzd radicalize Mondlahe;s
~idea$ goward 1mpenialism'aﬁd made him identify hls cause with ipdem;§
pendence -movements around the .world. By figﬁting ggainst Portuguese-
colonialism “"the Mozambican people will.be giving a great -historlcal
contributiqn'to the tétal iiberty of our continent and to the progress
of Africa end.of the worldaﬁzz -
As & third goal for FRELIMO Mondlane stressed its role in fusging
. the various gtﬁnlcnandwreglonal elements of lMozambique into a unified
andwpolitically.conscious nation able to determine itm own fate,
Although seldom mentloning ethnic divlisions in his speeches or:wrltipgs,
e Judged -the colonial-authorities-résponsib;e for promoting these
splits-to~fr&gturewthé-rgsist&nce-mov&mento- Hé maintained that ethnic ™
~¢1visiéns were:efteniﬁhewresult~of~the§Portuguese-whose "dolonialism,
-MOTEOVET, was»to;pérvérb all traditional powér~sbructureé; encouraging
orAcréatingaaﬁthorltarian.and.alibisb~elementa."23- These ""elltist
.elegents”-in_order~to maintain. thelir. privileged pgsition in the
eolonisl hierarchy havanamveéted~inte£est-iﬁvperpetuating~colonial rule
and;furtneringfdivisibnswbetwebn meubers of -thelr own ethnio~group'and

"FRELINO 0
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Aware of the danger of ethnic divisions during the strugglsa and
- after.independence, Mondlane aspired fohmake FRELIMO a truly national
.party, and used 1t and -the guerrilla force to weld the disparate |
..peoples togethsr. Mondlane came from the Tsonga people of;souﬁhern
Mozambique, but .the-recruitment.of guerrillas took place Ly necessity
.~infthe“north anong the Makonde-'and Nyanjae. The reliance onuﬁhes&
peoples, who straddle the borders of Mozambique - and her nortﬁern
nalghborzs, gparked hostility with groups to the 8outh,-partioular1y
.the- ‘Makua, -who have been longtime .enemlies of the Makonde. The dé=
pendence on .certain &éhnic éroups for.the-bulk-ofaguerrillaé~did not
Aimbeds“the univarsallty aof the leadership, which remained - ethnically
balenzsed,. .. Througn the ezample set by the party and army, aa wall a3
political education, Mondlane envisicned: a united Mozambique.

. The fouzth_and.perhaps most sweeping goal Mondlane charged
FRELIMO with COncérﬁed the-politl¢al, soclial and econoﬁlc recon=-
'”étruction of Mozambique. "The strugglé for indepsendence constitutes
cairy one . phase of our:re.v.olution."z5 To Mondlane liberation con=-
.aiated.of mare - than. "merely driviﬁg out the Portuguess authorltygﬁ
true-liberation required. "constructing a new oountry°"26 The presi-
dent of FRELIMO envisloned. a "séciehy directed toward economlc
prdgrass,iwhere all Mozambicans will:hgfe the same righta, whare the
power will beiong to the peapla."27' In the era of_post;ihdependence
Mondlane advocated strong central planning to develop Mozamblique and
'te~prévent thé concentration aof wealth by privileged groups. |
.FRELIMO'S role, &8 planned. by qudléne, was to act as a '"guide to the
people to end the exploitation of man by man."zs Therefore., he pro-
pased. a radical. dapartura fraom those traditional political atruotures

based onxthe absolutampower of a. fow, and from the calonlal struature



.11l -

based on the power and privilege of Europsans.
| THE APPLICATION OF THEORY

When the Portusuese evacuated large areas in northern Mozambique,
Moﬁdl&na partislly carried out his political, administrative, and sécial
goals.  FRBELIMD filled the void left by Portugaltis retreating militéfy '
.and admiﬁigtrati%abfmrcas. Mondlane stressed, however, that FRELINO's
political struoture was not.a "dictatoréhip of the party,ﬁ bacause
,&theré is no~ﬁgep &istinct;bn between .party and populstion: Ehe pariy
;s the populagion-engagad in politiﬁél action;"zg To him a one pérty
democracy, pafticglar;y one'resembling Tanzania's'TANU, waé the politia-
cal systém that best suited;the needs gnd asplrationaAqf thé pecopla.
‘Both~1n,th66ry and practice ‘the party remained open to the whole
populatian?‘"wiﬁhmthe ﬁajcrity being, as is the majcritf of ~the popue=
lation, peaéant31“30 . | .

The organizational pattern of FRELINMO resembled other eingle
party structures¢-vAt—thévloﬁengievel the local committee, or cell, .
Jﬁz&cuteduthe&téskswoﬁ the:pagbya Next up thé organizational 1&ddar,‘
he Districkt Commiﬁtee“compﬁlsgd;sgver&l]cella,~and~these distriot
unlés in tura were 'incorporated Anto- the Provincial.Committeéa, whioh
were-diréctly below the Central Committee. The second party Congress
in . July 1968 éxpaﬁdedjthewmembersh1p~of-the~Central-Committge'from
twenty=four to about forxrty to ?rqvide positions of responsibility for
‘youhgar msmbérs~and-p&rticul&rly:fcr.those within Mozambique, but the
,C§ngress-restrlcted'xts function Lo the leglslative. The Executilve
.Committees=wa type .of polltburowecomposed of the Praesident, Vicém

Pregidant end Secretar;es of dapartments performed executive duties.



This body, along with the political and military committees, dealt with
urgent proolems between meetings of/the Central Committee. The Central
Comrlttee also included départments of adminlistration, external affairs,
finance, soclal affalirs, education, and information and i)ropaganda;31

The organization of oél;s varied from région to reglion to allow
'fof maiimum sdaptabllity to local conditions. To insure positive and
"unchecked participation by the people, the Central Committee provided
that ﬁpéopla's maoagement comml ttees" shouldmwhénéver possible.ouper-.
vise the ’general tasks" of life in FRéLIMO zones., In actuality
FRELIMO leadership exerclsed tight control dﬂring the periocds of
stresS,B? Feafing the development of an "internal-external® feud 1like
~that which hampered the Algorion Revolution, the Centrél.Commlttee
required party leaders outside Mozambique to make frequent-vlsits into
FPRELIMO controlled territory. Mondlane theorized that only by insuring
- close. contact betWeen leaders and people -and thelilr active partlcipation
in leasdership could.a.people{s revolution succeed. The pa;ty wasg to
structurs. the people s actions, nobt to dictate them,>>

Mondlane sxerted his authority és president of FRELIMO, bup the
party reflected his‘belief~in-“collective leadarship. " Deleéation of
au“ho ity Was as much a part of Mondlane's revolutionary methods as -
the necessityolmposed,by guerrilla  warfaré. - The assasalnat;on of
FRELIMO leadero¢ such a8 -the: July 1966 murder of Qaime,31guaka in
Zambia, impressed party officlals with the danger_or a. small
.hierarchy.Bu~ Within the Central Committee<ﬁhe procedure of democratlc
centralisnm was'usedato deolde.bollcy, This allowed every member of
’the Central Committee to.expross'his viewpolnt before a vote, after
which members stéadfastly adhered to the decision of the majority as

party pclicy. Department heads .and provincial secrstaries ghared in
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meking decisions and in publiclzing FRELIMO's cause arcund the world.
Notices¢-resolutions,.articles;and‘editorlalshln various ERELIMO
publicationsfwere»almost.alwayﬁ glgned -by- the Central Committee, not
Mondlene, ‘He entrusted Samora Machel wiéh thé discharge of military
métters,-and of ten VicepPresident Uria Simangp represented‘FRELIHO
abroad., Effcertzs to extend participation in policyumaking to lower
levels of the party often foundered on the lack of sufficient trained
memberSBBS Ths concept of collective leadership, however restricted
by circumstances, enaéled FRELIMO to bersevere even after Mogdlane'a
éeath. - | .

In the economic sphere, Mondlene envisioned. a gocliety without
explaitation where &all Mozgmblcans would share equaily. Within
'insurgént zones, FRELIMO began to implement ;ts plans by'providiﬁg
for'the'lnhabitants. This new responsibllity demanded the increase
and diversification of agricuiture to supply food, raw materials for
soap &nd fabricé, énd items fpr‘trade. To aééompllsh this both.dufing
the struggle.and after lndependénoe, Mondlane not only advocated thg
organization of cooperatives, but also encouraged the working of indle
vidual ghambzs,. or plots, for.profit of the farmer.. Cooperatives
?irecﬁed.by 1oéa;.party leadéré-replaced“the chief as the organizér»of
econoiic 1ife and "at the same time puts an end to the explolitation of
" ~the peasantry By any ‘privileged group."Bé In addition, the party.
supélied.essenbial.tools l}ke hoes, pangas, and technical advice whene
evér available; Mogdlane-pushed7tov1ncrease production of basio
4foodstuffs for home.consumpt;on, and to export such productslas ground =
'hﬁts, caeshews, seasame and castor oil Eeeds to earn funds to buy items

"unobtainablelin Mozambique., FRELIMO backed cottage industrlies and

tradltiohalhcrafts such as wood carving. as another source of export
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prefit end for household.needs.37 For the future Mondlane planned

technical studles that would Aimprove ylelds and introduce new products

such az- rubbese Setbacks,and~slow~progress;resu;ted from the lack of

technical expsrtisc-and -naterlal..ald, inocluding basic tools. Never-

theless, FRELIMO manasged to export large quantities of nuts and seeds

o

.enabang“ t to financey without a-total rellance on outside aid,

1

o‘

—

guerrilla operations whilemfurthering'educabional-andmsoeial
pragrama,js | |

‘ Education occupled a high. position on Mondlane’s list of priori-
tliess In fact,-the fir st party Congress in September~1962 planned
en-educaticn._program, while at the-sameAtime consldering military
preparaticn, Bgcause~the-PéztugueseAeducational system for Africans
waﬁuwopfully,uhsatlsfactory, ﬁondlane-gaveflﬁmediate-attentioﬁ to 1¢t,
&&~&t:eased_the-need~&f-edué&tionnf0r~tWOMreasonsa"the~dev§lopment
cf pelitical ewareness.among Afriocan-people-to--gain-thelr supports
and -the preparation. of~quauified Mozambicans to lead the way in

9 .
3or¢mﬁﬂ and social. development°3 Education for a national libera

3’3

wian: e uggle.and an- acconpanying-social revolutlion required,mofe
thenr a;stéalght»opmblnation of -the colonlal curricula with traditiongl
teaakingso Mondlane .offered na;magical«éolution, althoughvhe thought
scrg ¢f the trad&ticnal ‘moxral.-values would-ald in- building a new
aaéial.erdﬁ:b‘ Hb.planned pnlmary schools, ‘literacy campaignsy faclli-
tiles-for tochnical‘aadwadvanced educatlion, and the-attendance -of  women
2% achcols to aducate for. a revolution.

Az with 1€ ts other 'goals, FRELIMO began its educational programs
carly in the struggle. -Founded im 1963, the Mozambique Institute 1in

JTanzenia propared Mozsablcan students for higher education abroad and

“aunght: badly neededr skills such as-.nursing and primary school teaching.
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.Aléng with‘literacy campaligns and primary scﬁooling in Niassa and
Cabo Delgsdo, Mondlane,bggan.auprbgram of political educatlon.uo As
a matter. of hecesslty he approved Portuguese language instruction to
provide a common mediun. zmong. bozambicansv.yet urged his followers to
learn. more. than one African langusge to faclilitate understanding emong
ethnlic groups. Lo . -

FRELINO also. pl&xeﬁred'social\and cultural-cbanges soon after

selzing Mezambhlioue soll,. Mondlane .envisaged a 'Ynew sooietv where all

N

-

szaméican% will . have the sane rights;" a multiracial state to include
~Europeans whe renounced war_against FRELIMO.”I Mondlane repﬁ&tedly
.stated that war was d&rected toward. Portuguese  colonlalism and not
Portugusse seﬁ:tl&rs.42 . FRELI¥O resolntionswaleo provided for religiocus
.freeéoﬁ and equaixty of women. The.party intended to_prémote medical
and .health centers in. territory that fell under 1t§ céntrol and provide
renabilitation of war d;sabled, care for orphans. and- al&-to widows and
the aﬁedouj Soon after occupation, FRELIMO moved toward fulfillment of
ts gcals wIth_th&”establishmant cof medical and social services.uk

- In cultural mattersvgﬁondlahe»encouragedathe traditionael African

‘arts of dances, ‘BMUELC, &ndmgrafté@ The magezine 25 de setembro
pnblisheddpcemsf storiéé,-a;d.ﬁoiiticai_essays by MozambioanSfin?olved
-in the wars H&-asplred¢touwiéen-the political horizons of those in -
PRELINO.2reas by distrlbution»oﬂhfilms, plctures, and publications
frem. North Vietnam, Cuba, -and.Russia. FRELINO sentvétudeqts“tp
céuntr*es whlch provided scholarships, among them the Peoplet's Republis
of China and. the-United States. Mondlane argued that cultural enrichmenfl
and social progress were.related sto the economic-and political changes

inhsrent in.the.revolution and.wguld increase-with 1its 1ntensiricatienqb5
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Mondlone carried hisz sbtrugsic with Portuguese colonlalism into
the spherc of Gipicmacy. Under his.leadership, FRELINO attached ime
partance to gégi*nw;ic reiatlions whith organlzations and -independent
states. After b Soviovien ei-ﬁﬁELiHQy~h&westablished?fel&tions with

nabicnalice oois m.s.uknonn An othor Porbuguese territories-and African

counbriecs wne yo

neptent. Yith nations outside . eof Africae he

sought Teilill

2L adl socislist countries end with progressive

A
o S £3 i h\?t‘k
counbrioss o Lhu Wesh.® Balicving thot FRELIMO?G effbrts were part
of © #the .Lwﬁ ssavenest Loy th.oeneneipsbion of the peoplesy which a..s.

2.t -tha. fotal liguidstion of colanisliism and imperialism, " 4? he obtained
mernbership in internsilonal eracnizations of the Third. World.

Mondlana, thﬁugh.a-f&rm@: reaaarceh officer of thaﬁUﬁited'Natlons.
expresséi.déubt as to the - -efficacy of apprsals te thatldféanlzation;
Yet he.appeared: & number of ~tines before -its committees and- commissions.
As paru of.nis p@lit‘ca& phil& sophy he bslleved that the,Unlted.Nations
was a ugeful asoembiv te - 1n;osn warla cpinion about Portuguese colonial
practices, about;aia given tc Portugal by«wasterm powers, and about the
social programs and miliﬁary edvancesg of FRELIM0<50 Through all thes
internastional évenues¢-FEELIMQ€$mfirst prasaident sought not only to
rall}~§§inion‘&nd,supp@rt for the Mozamblican nationalist movement but

to expréés égiidariﬁylwith siniler moverents elscwhere, as when he

- 51 ‘
varnly endersed Hanol in- the - Viebtnan - wer. - For &id~po*FBELIMO, he
eapeclially aabenéed:@u ﬁan”an¢m Gamble. Cuba, Algeria, and the
United Arsb Bé?ublimﬁ “  But shrewd revolitionarr thinker that he was,

Hondlene .know thai Vehe maein ssure: -0f -support for-our--atruggle "is.our

oan: . pecpls. ¥
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An analysis of Mondlene's political idzas auggeets that v&ried
infl uﬁnc%a shaped .them. Indeed- he-was something of an ﬁolecﬁio in
,d?awing 1deas fron varions contemporary d@ﬂuf&ﬂﬁa a &fthinkergo His
:iﬁe&s of ?éitugal*a relaticnahip with Africa weré‘ﬁﬂually expreased in
 éconcmi@ phr&sea.tha& menifested an unmistakablegléhouéh;not exclusgives,
Marxist approsch. Hls unﬁarst&nding of Portagal'aiépnéuésﬁ and retention
of "African laﬁ&s'wgs normnally couched iﬂ térms Ef:eéonomic»ezpiolt&t&&a,
-even ‘though. he wag.aware of other ra&eonavferEPbrtﬁgélis'contigued'
oresence in Africa. - He wrete that the colcniéé‘iad& to Portugelfs
conaequen&é in the world,* aqd aléo “gince the faséiat governnent has
'elimin&ﬁﬁd democrécy-withlanartugal 1tself¢'1t-can'sd&%éely allow &
gre&te¢‘meésure of fre§demrtahbhensuppeﬂé6134more backward .people of
:its aolonias."5 Nor.did Mohdlane define exploitation solely in
ecanamic terma, Chltural-imperlaliam. the d@nigr&ting or suppressien
6F. 1ndigenou5 customs- and- cultures, was. ta ﬁ@é&l&ﬂ@a&uparﬁkbf |
Partug&les-legacy~in<Nazambique.55~ |

His 1deas of revolution- shewed -lese-reliancs on’ harxietoLeninisL
.da@%“ina than his . interpretayion of impericlisz=n, ﬁarx pre&ch@d revo-
.sukion by an urban proleb@xiats Lenin viewed - the- paaa&ntry 88 only &
useful &lly to his cause. Mondlane9 howeverg based the-auccess ol
;mrmed struggle and ‘revolutiocn on an African peasantryo Thla wvas, of
'caurse, dictated by -the -situation in Mozambique ﬁhare the V&st majority
‘cf'&fricanSwarewpeasantﬂ; and by Mondlane®'s admiration of tha Chinese
Revolution. Hia'?fsit~to China-in 1963 deeply impressed him, The
giant: s»ridea~made by the~Chinesea- and theif wiéaﬂpraad use of manpaMar

as a,way to. 1nﬁustrial.and agrlcultural devalopmanawundoubtedly
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¢4 FRELIMO*s head. The December 1963 -issue of Mozambigue

_..,-ton Tecorded that: -"He [Mondlane] left China convinced that the

- e S

o el

& %
v

agéigr;;gl struggle of -the Chinese peobleagha§~relevance-to the ﬁresen
et g of ?he~peoples.ofwAfriaaa"57
;« would be lncorrect, nevertheless, to emphasize only non-Africe
2 agnces on.Mondl&ne!s-political*thought. He advocated that a singl
Lacty state, like Tanzania, furnished the mede- of government wlbh the
aset sanguine: possibilitiea -for- Mozambicans and indeed-all Africans
¢:2tn of Sahara.--When-asked once to visualize what form of government
ai tndependent Kozambique«wculdftake~unde£TFRELIM0's~leadersh1p,~he
58

ranlied, "Our model 1is the nelghboring state of Tanzania." Tanzanian

frasldent Julius Nyererels~emphasis~én-cooperatives to increase agri-
taltural prodﬁc?ion.gs.a-meanswofvFabionaildevelopment also provided an
&ztractive'experimant¢ ~Mondlaneuﬁirsb~proposed-and~thenwir1ed eutfthqsi
aitablishment ofzagrlcultufél'dcoperatlves«to~sustain themguefrilla
sr3y and civilian population in.FRELIMO controlled zones, But after
iﬂinpendencemhe—resolved-ﬁot to neglect mineral extraction-er heavy
tadustry in .the rapid development. .of - Mezambiqu& ror~"any thbery about
ths -pricacy eof. agrluultural.development."59

In this.as-in everything, Mbndlane~wa54very-much.his ewn man,
“lth his own theories. - He- followed -closely-the successes and fallureas
a8 reaist&ncé-movemeanaig ather=Parbuguesewterritorles,»notwwlth an
¢70 toward mechanical. imitation but .to-aveld their-pitfalls and adapt
troir strengthas, when.possgbie, to tho-Mozamblqueweituation160 ~ In- the
“onths preceding FRELIMO's assaﬁlt-1n<Mozambiqueﬁ.Mondlane stated
that the war would follox the.pattern set in Algerla‘él In 1967,
throe Reéraﬁaﬁterﬂthé»war»began, he reperted thgt.FRELIMO had derived
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its own.ccnceﬁtion of the-atrugéle. . This”same independénca of thought
charaqterized Mondlanets ldeas of Mozamhique when the conrllét.with
Portugal was ended. Whereas some Africen leaders worried about neo-
colonlalism and 1ts African agents weakening the ecoﬁom;e indepsndence
of a new gstata, ﬁ§nd1&ne.reaaoned:that this was unllkely in the case
-of Moz&rbLaxvgég He doubted that Portugal would grant nominal 1ndé~
. pendﬁnce.in-xatnrn-farlprofiﬁable econecmic leverage., Rather than B
Lisbon crea tiﬁp a privileged Afrlcan middle class with which to
collaborate, Mondlana. feared a growing South African shedow across
Mozambiqueoéu

Just as his political. thought developed 1n-its understanding of
~.the peculiaritles in Mozamblquets situation, so . also 1t evoelved slong
4. more ;adical path. The. commitment to revolutionary and military
Jneans ;o achieve~Moiambiqua?& freedon from Portugal radicaellized his
political idess. Mondlane did not content himself with saying that
Justice)would reign when the colonial abuses dlisappsared. His goal
wenﬁ beycnd.a“colonl&iwyar.for politicallindependence te a significant »
transformation of colonial-and traditlonalieocieﬁy. At the foot of |
his revalutionarx_phiIOﬂaphy lay the goal of restructuring Mozambican
scclety, using the revolutionary atrug&le to obtain soonomic and
political democracy. ' o

Despite the vigor with whloh he  pursued this far-reaohing goal,-
.Eondlane~wa& considared-moderatezand=prowAmerican-by~a@m& journalists
and a fow Mozambicana.65-;Eondlane!s.polioy of multiraciaelism and
.cpnnections with. the Unlited States through hls American educatlion and
-Wife.contributed to this faulty bellef. By Quﬁward &PPSarancgS—~a

sofit-spoken ‘manner, amiable amile, and acadenric eir~-Mondlane misled

many a8 to his radical approach, 'His chrismatic éppeal and belief in



a multiracial soclety galined him support from all.races before a violen
death by an assassin's bomb on February 3, 1969, Bensath this moderate
exterior was a man of iron will who welded the divergent Mozambique |
splinter groups infto a natlional movement and who provided it with a
‘revolutionary ideology for success. Agailnst heavy odds he not only led
an insurgency bthat captured tarrltory in northern Mozambique but |
operated 1t as an indepsndent state with external trade, diplomatie .
‘relations, and services to the inhabitants.

Contrary to some cpinlon and the detriment of a myth, ﬁondlane
was not pro~American nor moderate when 1t_.came to 1ndependence or
soclal justice for Mozambicans, Whereas he was the antithesis of a
eplthetwhurlins demagogue, Mondlane demonstrated his radicalism when
it was especlally dangerous to do so-~in southern Africa as a youth,
in Lisbon‘as'a student, and in ths. final plunge to form-a-resistance
movement whioh still fights in Mozambique with the revolutionary
philosophy of its principal founder.
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