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on FW to
end the war

By EDDIE KOCH
Nt0ZAI I I I IQUI i 'S  no t iona l  poet ,
Jos6 Crave i r inha,  has  in  h is  l i l i ng
cabinet a che<1ue frorn thc'S.\llC for
R12,75  da tcd  November  197.1 ,  the
las t  t in rc  he  spoke to  a  nh i le  Sout l r
Afrimn.

Craye i r inha,  in tc rn : r t . iona l l_y  ac-
cl;r irntxl as a learl ing rvri tcr in l \u1u-
gucl;r, llrokc []rat silcrire this rrronl.h.

I Ie  i s  the  pa t ron  o l 'a  g roup o f  ?0
;xxls,.writem, artists and sr:ientisls in
i\laputo rvho published an open a let-
ter in the South Atrion press:rsking
SLrte President FW de Klerk to help
end "one of the most terr ible geno-
cidts in lhe history of AJiica".

It sa1's Rcnamo continuq; to reccive
slipJ$rt li.orn South Africirn territory
and irsks De Klcrk to dlsrnantle all the.
'?nechanisnu" thrt have bct'n uxd in
Ure past to dcstabilisc thc country,

"i\Ir Ilresitlcnt. We lvorrld not have
sent,t'ou this o;xn lctter if rve did not
be l ieve  tha t  I 'ou  cou ld  no t  use  the
po\rers confcrred on 1'ou to as hcad
of tlre South r\lii(:]n state to conliont
rvithout further del ly the forces in
South Al i ica that are involvct in the
dt*lructjon of our cummon futurq" it
adds.

In an intervierv this rveek, Cravei-
rinha outlined a grorving awaren€ss
among diverse groups of l\{oz-rmbi-
cans that peace in their country de-
pends on  a  po l i t i ca l  se t t lement  in
qouth Afris end concilialion rvith ils
lr hitc population.

'{lhe truth is thrt we rre eltine and
drinking the indu.str ir l  devclopment
of South Afr ica. \Ve are only trvo
hours arvay from South Afr icl  and
can fctch pots, vine .. .  evcn Coca
Cola. Rut not peace. For mc to give
something to my grandparents, I de'
yxnd on De Klcrk.

" For the South Afr icans. i ls even
norse because thcre industr ial and
tcchnological developmcnt has to bc
t{rannelled <lut and we orn hclo them
to do that . . .  I low crn anl brdj '  think
the"v i:rn dei;tabilise a neighbour and
not d*itabil i^se thcm.seh'r:;.

"l'trc Afrikmer iru l.lre right tc be in
Afr ica and ne have to lake into ac-
count his orvn love l i rr  the larrd. I lut
thcy havc to be very sensitive.'f lrr'_y
shouldn't  u.sc t lrsir inte l lect only Ior

same b.eat, under the same stars
irtdustiirl rlcltkrlrtni:ttt or tlreir tru'1>
tional s.vsturrr of '  etr icul iure. 1'hcy
have to usc their intcl ie'ct at t l re ser-
vice of human <1u:r l i ty.

" ' fhere is not onc sinrple rcason
rvhy we sent t l rc lettcrs. For nrany
Jears lre have btr:n lir ing an intulera-
ble situalion and rve are conscious of
the tact tirat we qnnot call tlri.s tltins
that is happtning a lvar. In a rgal war
the advcmaries are wcl l  dcf irrtd and
k.norv hnrv to rttognise sach olhcr Ls.

"llut Ure Flpullt-ion here in llloz;rm-
b ique is  l i v ing  l i ke  a  ch i ld  in  a  d : r rk
room l i l lul  rvi th ghosLs. ' l  he rcsul l  is
ft.rr arrd conlu.sion.

'cl)le lettrrs may have come trro late
because thousunds of l ives have al-
reaC_v bst'n lu;t in tiris situatiun of the
child in the da.k room.Ilut it b bcttcr
Lr.te than ncver.

"-l'o use another nrc.laphor: 11'e :re
sailing in a ship that has a very p:rrtic-
ular chirracterist ic. lVe <!on't  know
rrhether the lxrw of thc ship slrrls in
South Afr ica and ends in IVIoz:rm-
bitlue or srarls in illozirmbique and
ends in South Africa.

" l ' l roirgh i t  seerns a paradox, both
9ruth y'^lhcans and i\Ior:rnrbimns art
fioating in the sane watcru under the
same slars. ' l 'hey are subjr:ct to thc
srnre tides, tlre.s:rme rvinds, thc sunre
temllesLs.

"And they are subjerct to the sarne
ctlm,"

€tDe Klerk has announccd that he
will reply to Craveirinha and his col-
leagrrcs i f  the letter is sent to hinr
through appropriate ch:urnels. Jrilnn
IIeyns, modtr:rtor of tfie Ntxlerduitse
(ierelornreerde Kcrk, this rver:k
agrtul to deliver Urc letter to the Prei-
ident 's Ofi lce.


