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New constitution comes into force
Â t zero hours on 3O November, the new Mozam_

a rfi6211 constituüon came into force, and officiaÌly
the country was no longer a one-party state.

Even the name changed - the "people's RepubUc
of Mozambique" was no more, and instead the
country is now loeown simply as the "Republic of
Mozambique".

At a press conference on tÌte new constitution,
given on 29 November. president Joaquirn Chissano
called on the leadershtp of the Renamo bandits to
put down their guns and take part in the political
life of tie nation. "I call on Renamo to accept the
democrailc order and to parttcipate. acilvely and in
peace, in the building of tìe new Mozambique.
Ìe t t ing  our  peop le  know what  the i r  po l t t i ca l ,
economlc and social proposals are". said the presi_
dent.

"Force and the threat of force can no longer be
poÌitlcaÌ instruments in Mozambique,', he said. ,The

use of force must be completely excluded so that we
begin the much longed for process of peace in our
country".

"lt is salutary when differences can be faced in a
constrLrctive mannei', said the president. "We have
to be able to llve with each other, even when we are

dlfferent. and to agree to dlsagree but alwa-vs bv
findhg approprtate forms for democrattc dlscussion
ln the spirit of reciprocal tolerance among patriots".

The dectsion to create a muitlparty system. he
continued, "corresponds to the need to impress a
new dynamic on our politicaÌ process that will allow
organised groups of clttzens greater freedom of
politicaÌ expression".

'We 
hope that the combined efforts of politicaÌ

parties wiü diÍIerrng ideas will also provide thd
necessary dynamtsm for economic and social
deveìopment, and for solving the most serious
probÌems that the Mozamblcan naüon Íaces", said
Mr Chlssano. "Democrary also means the freeing of
physical and intellectual energles for greater com-
m l t m e n t  t o  t h e  m u l t l p l e  t a s k s  o f  n a t i o n a l
reconstruction".

The lntroduction of political pluralism was a chal-
lenge, not only to the Frelimo Party, and to the oüer
forces which would now act openiy on the Mozarn-
bican political chessboard, he added. but it was a_lso
a challenge to every cttizen in the Republlc "because

in the clrcumstances of Mozambrique, plurallsm is
not without lts dangers. But these are dangers that
we have to be able to confont and overcome".
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