Chissano comes to call on

ANDHTED

a newly-discovered friend

THE POPE and Mrs Thatcher
may sccm odd choices for the new
president of a Marxist govern-
ment to visit on his first overseas
tour, but it is 8 mecasure of the
closcness of the new relationship
between Britain and Mozam-
bique that President Joaquim
Chissano has chosen to go to
London before Moscow,

Mr Chissano, who saw the
Pope in Italy yesterday, arrives in
I.ondon today for a three-day visit
during which he will seek to se-
cure British help in rescheduling
somec of Mozambique’s $4.5bn
(£2.8bn) debt and gect more aid

for his ravaged country. He will -

also be asking Britain to increase
its military help for Mozamblque.
Mr Chlssano is duc to meet the
Prime Minlster, the Foreign Sec-
retary and the Minister for the
Armed Forces, He will have lunch
with the Quecen on Thursday.

This month, Britaln increased .

the number of Mozambican offi-
cers at the battle training college
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at Nyanga, Zimbabwe, from 60 to
120 per course. The British mili-
tary team. there has been in-
creased from cight to 12, In addi-
tion, two Mozambican officers
are at Sandhurst and the British
are supplying some £250,000-
worth of non-lethal equipment.
A team of former SAS men
from Defence Systems Limited
are helping train a 600-strong
counter-terrorist force to defend

the Nacala railway which runs -~

across Mozambique to Malawi.
Britain has also allowed the Iat-
est Enficld rifle to be supplied to
this unit,

Direct British aid to Mozam-
blque has quadrupled in the past

four years and much of the £35m

committed to Southern Africa
will go to Mozambique, This rep-
resents Britain’s commitment to
reducing the Frontline states’ de-

pendence on South Africa and, in -
particular, building up altcrha-r :
tive transport routes and helping
provide the means to dcl’cndmg
them.

The main routes run through
Mozambique and are subject to
attacks by the National Resis-
tance Movement, a rebel mdve-
ment supported by the South Al-
ricans. Britain is keen that
Mozambique should win the war
against the rebels. Unlike Angotla,
whose request for British military
helicopters was turned down, Mo-
zambique would probably be sold
British arms if it asked for them.

President Chissano, 47, is a
quieter, more reflective man than
his chulllient predecessor,
Samora Machel, who was killed
in a plane crash last October, He
has visited arcas ravaged by fam-
ine .and Iast week cancelled a
speech he was scheduled to make

* In Sofala province and asked the

crowd to tell him of their con-
cerns instead.




