
.ds for Llsbon. Mr Barroso declared that "all the
condlüons" had now been met for Portugal to par-
Uctpate dtrectly as an observer. In 1991 he had
rndcated that Portugal had three condltlons for
parttcipatlng tn the talks: nanely, that both bel-
llgerents should glve a clear commttment to the
seaÍch for peace, that both sldes should expressly
request Portuguese lnvolvement. and that the
Itaüan medlators should regard such lrrvolvement
as bendlclal.

There has never been any doubt that Renamo
wanted the Portuguese lnvolved: throughout hts
vlslt to Portugal ln November 199 I Afonso
Dhlakerna was beggtng Ltsbon to take párt..ds for
the Meamblcan governÍnent, Prestdent Joaqutm
Chtssano formal ly  lnv l ted the Portuguese
authorltles to send observers when he recetved Mr
Barroso ln Maputo on 30 January.

For the Portuguese dlplomat. there remalned
merely the task of conftrmtng that the medtators
had no obJectton- Hence hts vlstt to Rome.

The Mozamblcan gwernment had also dlscreeüy
trn'lted Brttain and France to send observers.

Mr Barroso also met sepÍrrately wtth Armando
Guebuza andwlth Raul Domfngos, whobrtefedhrm
on thelr percepüons of the talks. Portuguese ob-
senrcr€ were only errpected to take their seats for-
malÌy at the eleventh round of talks, whlch would
deal wlth mtlltary matters.

Thls, of course, depended on sohrtng the lmpasse
at the tenth round, and as the days wore tnto weeks
there was llttle stgn of arry brealrthrough. Matters
were not helped when. ln the mlddle of the month.
Domrngos left Rome to spend a congental few days

in [.ondon, betng wtned and dtned by the pro-
Renamo lobby in Brltatn.

When he returned. he dtd, however. assent to the
medlators' rather desperate way out of the crlsb:
whlch was stmply to postpone further dlscusslon
on amendtng üe constltuüorl Marto Ralfaelll told
a press conference on 2O February that thls lt€m
would be pushed further down tbe agenda - he dld
not specl$ at what pofnt lt would return to the
table.

Mediators' opümism again proves
unfounded

The ltaltan was conÍìdent that thls manoeuwe
would lead to Íìn agreement on the other matters
concernlng Mozamblque's electoral regme "ln a
matter of days. not weeks". But once agah, such
optlmlsm proved premature. By the end of
February, there was stlü no agreement.

Renamo presented new proposals: tt uras not
lmmedlately dear what these were. but sources
close to the medlaüng team descrtbed thern as "less
controrerslal" than earlter Renamo postüons, and
therdore "negoüable".

Italtan Prlrne Mlntster Gtullo Andreotü recelved
the government and Renamo delegatlons ln
separate audlences on 2 L February. He stressed the
conthutng commltment of ltaly to tts medtaüng role
ln the talks, and pledged tncreased Italtan coopera-
Uon wlth M@ambtque ln order to help rebuild the
country tn the post-war perld.

But wen thts top-lwet ltaltan tnterventlon falled
to breakthe deadlock and February ended as lt had

Meanblqt,ejle March | !N2


