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THE act'vities of the
South  African-sponsored
MHNR bandits in Mouzam-
bigue have become one
of the strongest focal
points ‘of political events
in Socuthern Africa, and
as such. the daily horrors
perpetrated by the ban-
dits  are hiiting
headhines frequently.
But when Cde Graca
Machel, the widow of Moza-
mbigue’s first president,
Samora. addressed a meet-
ing in London recently and
catalogued the deeds of the
Mozambique Nationa} Resis-
tance bandits, you could
have been excused to think
that this was the first time
that the audience had heard
about-the MNR's programme
ot wanton destabilisation.
You could have heard a
feather settle on the “oor
as silence descended on the
packed hall, with oaly Cde
Machel’s imploring  voice
breaking the uneasy silence.
Now and then a man or
woman in  the audience
shook their heads in dis-
belief as they took in the
implications for Mozarabique
of the MNR’s destabilisation
activities. .
“About 400 000 people
have died since the MNR
began its activities. A t'.ird
of the country’s population
are being prevented from
working on the land and
producing food. About 1500
co-ops have been destroyed
and this has aggravated
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hunger in the country,” she
told the crowd.

In education, 5800 pri-
mary schools have been de-
stroyed  and  balf-a-million
pupils abducted. In health,
400 hospitals have been
closed and two million
people have been deprived
of health care and 20 per-
cent of the country’'s ambu-
lances have been destroy-
ed oL
The list of atrocities was
endless, and enbanced by
Cde Machel's eloquence in
English, which came some-
what as a surprise to the

audience, the gruesome
details of MNR's attacks on
helptess  villagers  became

uncommonly fearsome.

Cde Machel didn’t
about the bush
the paymasters of the MNR
pandits. “South  Africa is
beliind the MNR because it
wants to maintain a stran-
glehold on Southern Africa
It is for the same reason
that its forces are occupy-
ing Angola.”

Qne man, who perhaps
for want of enlightenment or

beat

driven by a strong desire
to demonstrate his  ignor-
ance ahout the political

situation in Southern Africa.
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challienged Cde Machel to
explain  why her govern-
ment had signed the Nkoma-
f1 agreement when it knew
the Botha regime to be an
enemy.

Cde Machel explained that
the FRELIMO. government
had received intelligence
information that South. Afri-
ca planned to attack and
occupy the country on the
pretence that it was harbour-
ing ANC guerillas who were
using Mozambique as a
springhoard for attacks on
South Africa.

“The attack was imminent
and we knew that we had
to do something to gain
time. South Africa aiso rea-
lised that it couldn’f go
ahead with its plans once it
had become known that
Mozambique was willing to
sign a non-aggression pact,”
said Cde Machel

If she drove
home about the extent of
South  Africa’s aggression
in the SADCC region, she
also told the audience in no
uncertain terms where the
Botha regime’s  boldness
stems from — the West.

“South Africa is important
to the West betause of itS
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miunerals,” said Cde Machel,
And because of the minerals
in South Africa and other
Afcican stales in the region,
the Wes{ was prepared e
turn a blind eye {0 what the
Botha regime was doing to
destabilise its neighbours, ‘

Although Cde Machel's
speech was on “The effeck
of South Africa’s destabilisa-~
tion and aggression on Mozas
mbican women and childs

.ren”, i was cleay that she

had come prepared 10 an-
swer any questions relating

to the Southern African
region.
The audience applauded

her apparent grasp of the
sitnation in the region and
when she finally bowed out
and rececived a thunderoug
applause, it was no morg
than she deserved.

“We need your support i
the West to improve our
health programmes, educa-
tion and agriculture so that
we may rebuild our countiry
and put it back on its feel,®
she had said earlier on im
her speech.

Byt as the audience walk-
od out after her appealing
and imploring speech of
over one hour, one wondered
whether by some miracle,
there would be a change i
the attitude of the West
towards South Africa. Stily,
no one could say she di
not deliver the messagre




