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LONDON. --- A British company will
arm and train ua elite fos ce of Mozam-
bican soldiers to defend a vital north-
ery rail link agzainst attacks by Len
ama rebels.

The company will supply light arms
andl ammunition to the Mozambican
"Ny and train a 600-men battalion.

News of this development came as
the beleaguered Frelimo government
appealed to Western countries to help
it repel @ rebel offensive which has
hrought Presudent Samora Machel's
government to the brink o!f collapse.

Details of the Rritish contract o
puard the Nacala rail line were dis.
ciused in the dest issue of Jane'x
Defence Weekls,

The British company will use tor-
mer British regulors to train the foree
imside Mozambigue, The troops will
be armed with Eplietd 83a1 ritles
which hive not been sold abroad be.
fore and have just entered sepviee
with the Rritish Ay

«  Border talks

Britatn his been quictly stepping ugp
civil ond aubitary ad to Mozambigue
sice Prosident Mache! visited Bt
i at the end o 1983

A Bustish Anay triansne team based
1 Zigwbatwe has been giving up to 60
strogy parties of Mozambican officers.
and NCOs tactieal traintuy The
scheme - doe to ondg nest vear . was
receatly extended tor a further 12

~months.

Sapa-Reuter reports that the Zim-
habwean Prime Minister, Mr Robert
Mugabe, and President Keaneth
Kaunda of Zambia met vesterday al
Victoria Falls. They ¢ aid South Africa
was intensifying acts of aggression in
the subcontinent,

(1A mine exploded cuarly yesterday
on the railway line betwoen the South
African border and Maputo, derailing
soven train carviages and damaging
900 metres of track. the Mozambican
national news agency sald.

\'j Rophie Tema reports from .Johan-
neshurg that the number of destitute
people arriving in Gozankulu and
Lebowa from Mozambique are be.
lieved to have increascd tremendous.
ly in the past two weoeks.

- Mr Sam Nzima, former M{’ in the
Gazankulu government, now heading
the relief commillee, said: “lLarge
groups of people, including women
with babies straped on to their
backs, have been arriving in the area
alimost daily and having walked for
more than three iays across the game
reserve.”

P Our correspaendent reports from
Paris that the Washington based In-
ternational Monetory Fund is prepar.
ing to impore crippling economic dis.
cipline on Mozamoique nexst month.



