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"frqm \the abyss
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Qneotthefewthina whichhave de- r
onstrably | worked * Tt Mczambiqae these
past few. years “is . the, remarkablv smoath .
transfer of .. power after  the “sudden and '
tragic loss in an air disaster last October of
President Samora Machel and many, of his -

key ‘pd¥lsers L RG, xuccesscr  Mr"Joaquini -’
Chissano, who calls” on Mrs Thatcher today,
has less * personality "but more intellec-
tual .-edge - than- his ‘predecessor, - whose?
charm seems to have conjured unexpectsd:’
quantities and types: of &id".out of Downing’;
Street., President Chissano, as interim Prime’;
Minister just . before’ liberabon from” Portu-;
guese ;' ulé, - in 1975° and foreign - minister:
ithereafter, was the only .conceivable succes- .
lsor to Mr Machel. The latter's service, as
;archltect of .- Frelimos “displacement : of the
colonials regime after the v1974" Portuguese .,
revolutlon -arid a§ Mozambique's “first” inde~*
‘pendent leader would in any circumstances
have been a hard act to follow. In contem-
porary conditions it must, surely be one of,;
the world's least desirzble inheritances. Mr-
"Chissano is battling against the .mest fero-

cious and intractable elements. If one had
wanted to contrive a combination of prob--
lems ‘to ‘tax ‘the ingenuity ¢f the most’
-brilliant--and experienced of leaders, these

would be they.
.- .Mozambique’s - prmclpal dxsadvanage is.
Cits geographical -position’-as:an immediate”,
{ neighbour -of -South :Africa. From®this- fact
“more than any other,” whether ‘colonial ne-":
. glect,. ideclegically- .nspmed m.sn*a'lagement
* after- inZepengence,: misplaced faith 'inthe
“Soviet blocor :drought, derives the daunting

combination *.of problen‘s threatening -the .

country's very existence. I{ is second only !
“to Angola as a target for South African

subversion, - despite the fact that Pretoria

and Mapuio concluded a mutucl-non-ageres- .

sion’ pact (the’ I\r\O"‘ia‘l accord) three )e:xs
‘ago. The. rezson is that Mozambigue cffers

obvious transit rCu‘Co into Scuth Africa for-

insurgents. Regerdless of "Mr Machel's ef
forts to prevent his territory tnmg ‘thus’

used, Preteric has never lifed “the pressure

14 hzs .gone ©n supporting the Mezam-

bigue Nationail Resisiance ¢r J{e“.'"“o

his rebelilon cvas C""‘L\I U h*e

Fhedosians in the Jate 1970s, i res nse o
Frelimo's hoespitalit , to t}wr r;er—._uu CORo- -
nents. Renameo  abwost faded away on
“Zimbabweszn inde-cndence m 16895, only to
“be revived by, Preicria.and sorie unoficial
. Portuguese ‘revarchist interests as part of 2

regional  destebilisation  peliey. = Untll

recently the rebels, who cu’ccessiu‘.‘ly rlay
on genulne grievances agalnst Frelimo,
seemed to be hzving it all their own way.
Their mili‘zry " victories,  continual disrup-
tion of tenuous but vital communicatons.
-and ability to go anywhere with apparent
impunity seemes {0 threaien ‘via;,mo jtzelf
‘Meanwhile much of the pspulation of 2

naturally” fertile country now faces fan:ine

o5 ?,_}

“fom: the ‘déadly coincidence: of etvil
.and record drought. We see the picturesw?)xl-'
;:ute ‘suffering on our television screens ¢
‘heve to remember in ‘Mozambique, &s n
F thiopia,” thet ‘the scourpe of war nbets the
,;"Z?"“éx;‘is?"min?“ b S, & i
e er, some
South Aﬁ'icans of the men are
,.‘.'-.-v, © In recent weeks Malawi, where Rennm
cused to be allowed to roam, has changeg
“sldes and sent some troops over the border
,19 Jelp Frelimo,. as Tanzania and, above all
babwe ‘did. .rather earlier. Elements of

‘ri.hese multinational forces are reported to’

- have captured one of Renamc’s main bas
1 €S
- this month ; and.Frelimo is benefiting from
' ¢ the officer- traming scheme begun’ last year’
- as part of Britaln’s unusually . pragmatic

o programme of aid for an avowedly Marxist

regime. Modern infantry weapons have also
. been supplied, together with increased bilat.
“‘eral and humanitarian help. We have never’
- sympathised  with- the British Government's

. reluctance to ‘confront apartheid, but this

_well -timed,  practical -and .considered assis.

,.tance ito one of its . principal- external vic-

I*tims " goes scme way fo making-good the
deﬁczency I£'Mr- Chissano asks for more of

the .same, he should be given it.



