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Ghissan

MAPUTO.
MOZAMBICAN President
Joaquim Chissano has
praised Britaln’s uoder-
standing of the true
nature of the MNR ban-
dits, “particularly of the
acts it perpetrates
aguinst the Mozambican
population”.

e was & g to Mo-
zambican journalists af-
ter his return from Zf-
mbabwe, where, omn
Wednesday, he had met
his Zimbabwean coun-

President Muga-
be, and British Prime
Minister Margsaret
Thatcher at Nyanga,
where British instruc-
tors are trabning Mozan-

y blican troops.

At Nyanga Mrs Thatch-
er had pledged condn-
ued British support for
Mozambique, and sadd ft
was vital that the bandits
be defeated. She at-
tacked the “brutality”
and “wexrorism” of the
MNR. '

“It &s very important
that Bricnin has taken
this position,” sald Cde
Chissano. *“It results
from an understandiog
of the nature of this so-
culled Renamo.”

Rut he added that the
British position was “not
new”. The training camp
at Nyangs was opened in
1985, and since that date
Mozamhigue has also
been sending cadets ¢o

the British military acad-
emy at Sandhurst, near
London.

Britain was interested
in defeatng the MNR to
ensure improved eco-
nomic acth in Mozam-
hique, particularly in
those sectors where Brit-
ain is involved, sald the
president.

Cde Chissano was re-
ferring in particular to

e Limpopo railway line
which Zimbabwe to
the port of Maputo. Brit-
aln so far committed
US$50 million to the up-
grading of this line,
which can serve not only
Zimbabwe, but also Ro-
tswana, Zambia and even
parts of Zaire, and can

ish stance on

drastically reduce the re-
gion's dependence on
transport routes through
South Afirica.

Meanwhile, the num-
ber of deaths from star-
vation in the Northerm
Mozamblican district of
Memba this yeax has now
risen to 5 200, a Catholic
church source has told
the Nampula provinciail
station of Radio Moz-
ambique.

The previous report
from Memba was that up
to March 14, 4 810 peo-
ple had died. This im-
plies that currently peo-
ple in Memba are dying
at a rute of over 20 a day.
— Zlana-AM-Pana,

'PRESIDENT CHISSANO



