Maputo
talks on

training

By our Diplomatic Correspon-
dent

President Samora Machel, of
Mozambique, is expected to get
a positive respense if he asks
the British Government for
assistance in military training
during his three-day visit,
-which begins tomorrow.

He is to have confidential
.talks with Mrs Thatcher on
.“I‘hursday and goes to - Sand—
Shurst on Friday.
= The question of military
wequipment ha2s not yet arisen,
«but might well be . combmed
*with the tallis about economic
*aid which will take place be-
-tween ofiicials of .the Overseas
“Development Administration
wand the party travelling with
~President Machel. They are to
“have talks with the, Minister,
“Mr Timothy Raison, tomorrow.
4+ Britain has. granted soft
“loans to Mozambique worth
2£225 million since indepen-
\dence in 1975. In addition
“there have been grants for
food aid, scholarships, and
fteams of technical advisers.
- But diplomatically the most
~gignificant development is the
“indication from President
-Machel and his Foreign' Minis-
#ter, General Joaquim Chissano,
:that military training - assis-
«tance from. Britain would be
*welcome.



