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Pressure on
Thatcher to
step up aid to
Mozambique

By Michael Evans, Defence Correspondent

Mrs Thatcher and other heads
of government of Common-
wealth countries will be under
pressurc next month 10 pro-
vide more economic and mili-
tary aid 1o the frontline statcs
in southern Africa to reduce
their dependence on Pretonia.

Mozambique. which is not a
member  of the Common-
wealth. is to be singled out for
special help because of the
devastation to the coumtnv's
economy caused by the guer-
rills force. MNR. which 1s
backed by South Africa.

Mozambique has been for-
mally invited by the Canadian
Giovernment as guest 10 the
Commonveealth heads of gov-
ernment conterence 1o be held
in Vancouver next month.
aithough o will not take part
in the meeungs.

. Yesterday the sirategy for
the Commonweaith conier-
ence began 1o emerge follow-
‘ing the compleuon of a
confidenual report on the
“deteriorating”™  sttuation” in
South Africa by a Common-
wealth committec. chaired by
Mr Roy McMurry, the Ca-
nadian High Commussioner in
London.

The Commonwecalth South-
ern Africa Comminee. which
approved the report  on
Wednesday, will be sending 1t
to all heads of gzovernment

atiending the conference n
Vancouver.

The report paints a gloomv
picture of the situation n
South Africa. focusing on the

restrictions caused by the state |

ol emergency.
ment of chhidren and the iatest
statements made by President
Botha. i

Although the reportis not a
policy document. Common-
wealth sources smd vesterday
that 1t sct the tone for what
will be the key issuc in
Vancouver: not morc sanc-
rons this ttme, but more help
10 the frontline states.

Foretgn Oflice sources soid
vesterday  that Bruam  had
given the frontline states £625
million in the past tive years.
most of 1t going 1o Mozam-
bigue. with the atm of rehabil-
ianng the ralways so that an
alternative transport corndor
could be created tor all the
frontling states which are at
present dependent on South
Africa’s hnes of communic-
auon.

Sources cmphasized  yes-
terday that the mihtary and
being recommended would
involve “non-lcthal™ equip-
ment, such as Jeeps. boots and
military training.

Britain already has a tecam
in Zimbabwe tratning officers
from the Mozambigue Army

the 1mprison-
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