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South A[ r ican
ers  charged wi th  i l le -

gal salvaging ancl held
under  arnred guard in
i ! Í o z a m b i q u e s t a g e d  a
drarnat ic  nr idn ight  es-
cape amid gunÍìre and
are back in South Afr i-
can waters .

Mr Al len Ubsdel l ,  rhe skip-
pcr of  t l rc  yue ht  Corul i t l ,  : r r r t i
brorhers Miltract antl Richard
Bai ley,  rnade their  dash for
freedom from ÌrÍaputo har-
bour at  12.20 arn ycsterday.

In a radio l ink-rrp wirh the
( ì r ra l i ta  th is  n ro ln rng ,  Michac l
l ìai ley said thc t lecision ro nrake a
run  f t r r  i t  c ln re  a f tc r  the  t r io
Ircart i  runrours that Àíozunrbicarr
au thor i t ies  p lanned ro  ja i l  Mr
Ubsdell  and conl-rscarc the y.re lr t .

" \ \ 'c swirchctl  off  the vacht 's
l rg l r ts  and rc l i cJ  o r t  l r t la r  r t i  gu idc
us  ou t  in to  deep in te rna t iona l  rva-
tcrs. We *'erc shot ar by rtur
guards  bu t  no  or ìÈ  pursucd us , "
sait l  , \ Ír  l ìai lcy

l le expects thc Coral i t l  tr ,r
, r  <k  a t  R ich : r rds  I Ì ry  h t r r  tòdry .'he  

Cora l i ra 's  c rc rv  o [  t2  was
..rained olT lnhacl island near
À laputo  or r  J lnuary  8 .  They  wcr .e

F l a s l r b a c k :  M r s  M i c h e l l e
U b s d e l l  a n d  l t e r  s o n  B a r -
r y  ( 2 )  a f t e r  t h e i r  r e t u í n

t o  S o t r t h  A f r i c a .

5A DIVERS SLIP GUARDS, FLEE IN YACHT

charged wirh i l legal ly salvaging
brassware  and bo t t les  f ron t  a
wreck, changing creu, without in-
forrning rhc authorir ics and using
a lcisure br. lat for act ivi t ies other
thiìn spoÍt.

' l -hc 
crew vcheurcntly denied

thc  chargcs .
' l ' l rose 

involvct l  wcre : Craig
and l ìrent Scorr, Neil  and Vivicn
I - la rvcy ,  A l l r r ,  an t l  V icky  S. rv . .
ard, antl  Mrchael arr, l  Rici, ' . i^.
l ìar ly t-rI  Joharrncsburg.

Â l l  n i n e  w e r e  a p p a r e n r l y
mcnrbcrs o[ the Transvaal Un-
t lerwater Research Group.

t\{rs Michcl lc Ubsi lcl l ,  hcr son
lìrrry .(2) antl  Ryan l{arvey (8)
wcrc ÍÌccd almost inrnrcdi l icly.

About a week latr:r,  f ivc more
were freed. Mr Ubsdell  was f ined
R l8  890 and d iv ing  equ ipmcnr

was conlrscarud. Mapuru uf l lcials
also rulcd that thc Coral i ta would
only bc rctulned to i ts owners olr
payrncnt of 980 000 r ir  R225 8ó0.

Thc South Afi.icans appc:rlerJ
against thc dccision fr irciÀg pay-
n ìc l t t  on  lhc  y lc l r t ,  bu t  wcrc
turned down.

Mr BaiJey said rot lay that afrcr
an tnl i lal  court appearance, the
crew was told a decision would be
nrade on their fate wirhin 4g
hours. But l0 days later, the crew
wcrc s(i l l  confinct l  to thc har-
bour, with no ofÍìcial word.'  

"Two days ago lwe were told
we were going to be charged with
coral theft over a period of two
ycars,.which is absolprely bizar.re
. . .  r id icu lous .  \ t l í c ' ,havc  never
takerÌ a piece of coràl.  Ì .
,  "We werc not preparcd to 5it
a n r u n d  a n y  l o n g c r  - , w e . i u s t
want to. get$aclíh0nrc and con-
t inue cir ir  l ives," sir i . . l  Mr l ì ;r i i , :y.- l  

i : r :$r:apC. f l i i ty create i t ì ter-
govcrnm'Jn t  tens ions  bc Íwee4
Pretoria and Maputo'.

"We are aware of the fact that
they leít  and are in Sourh Afr icarr
watcrs," a spokesnian for the Dc-
parlrnent.^of Fpreigô Affairs said
ln  Lapc  lown tod8y , ,

"We are in toqch' rvirh t lre
Mozambican authorit ics on the
matter," he said. i i


