
South African farmers want
Mozartfrican land
fr outh African business men and farmers are
\JincreasirÌgly turning avaricious eyes on lucrative
poss ib i l i t ies  o f  investment  in  agr icu l ture  and
forestry in Mozamblque.

One sign of this was a curious classified adver-
t isement  that  appeared in  the South Af r ican
magazine Farmers Weeklll in its February edition.

The advert read: "Mozanrbicluc: obtaln farrns up
to lO,OOO hectares free (or at very low cost) in the
best farnl ing areas, dicscl fuel 33 ccnts per l i t re.
Malze prices up to 66O rands l)cr ton. ( l  l ìy t l rere on
a s l tare  cos l  bas is  < l f  1 ,5 í ]O r i r r rc ls  covcr l r rg  abor : t
5.OOO ki lometres)".

A Pretoria phone nunrber was provided, so ArM
rang it. and spoke wittr sonìeone who identilied
himself as Dave de Vi l l iers. He said he was "a
completely private entrepreneur", and, yes, he had
indeed placed the ad. He clainred he was a "regular"
visi tor to Mozambique "6ver the last lB nronths".

"Aìl  that I 'm doing ls to introcluce pcople to the
possibi i i ty of investing in Mozanrbique", he said,
"and that I 'm doing basical ly free of charge. I  am not
acting on behalf of the Mozambican Ministry of
Asriculture or on behalf of the Mozanrbicarì govern-
nrent. I  make that very clear in the pieces I send to
people" .

WÌrat  about  the IO,OOO hectares ?  At  th is  po in t ,
de ViÌ l iers became evasive. 'You know, you can put
down any number", he repl ied. "One hectare, ten
hectares. I  think ttre bottonr l ine is the fact that
Moz.ambic lue is  nrak ing land av i t i lab le  to  investors
anywhere  i n  t he  wo r l d  t o  bc l l s t e r  a { r i c r r l t u ra l
production".

Far from denying Mr de Vi l l iers'  scheme, both
M ozamb iqu e's Agricu I t u re M iniste r, Alexand r e Zan-
damela, and the National Forestry Director, Abdul
Adamo, confirmed to nlu that there are a growing
number of South Afr ican businessnren contacting
the Min is t ry  wi th  Ínqu i r ies  about  invest r r rent  pos-
s ib i l i t ies .

"Last year", said Mr Adanro, "nÌaÌìy inr l ivicìuals
from South Afr ica began to appear, studying invest-
ment opportunit ies, and even askinS for fnnrrs".
Antongst them were farnrers frorn the llwveld of tÌre
eastern Transvaal. The areas thcy were nrost inter-
ested in were fruÍt  orcÌrards o[ various kincis, in-
c lud ing c i tnrs ,  expor t  c rops,  anr l  cat t lc  breec l ing.

"The South AfrÍcan Íarnrers are very rvi l l i rrg tn
come and operate  in  Mozarnb i ( lue" ,  sa id  Mr  Adanro,
"but  there are no [u t rc t ion ing channc ls" ,  to  fac i l i ta te
thc  i n rp l c t t t c t r t i t t i o l t  o I  J l r i r r c i l l l t : s  i r l n l r< l - y  t r g r t ' t : d
betwcen the twc l  c<. rur r t r ies ,  l lu rL icu lar ly  t l r ror rg l r  thc

Mozambique/South Afr ica sub-commlt tee on
agriculture, forestry and fisheries. of which Mr
Adamo is a member.

The Minlstry of Agriculture has a group dealtng
specifically with poliry towards South Africa. "This
group is looking at questions over land that are
particularly tmportant for Mozambique", said Mr
Adamo. It was a matter of arrangirìg thlngs so ttrat
national capital, both state and private, would also
bcnefit fronr foreign lnvestnrent.

"Oftcn we cannot put certain ldeas lnto practice
bccarrsc therc cxlst  laws wlr lc l r  J lcrhaJrs nccd
anrending. Wc would be taking illegal decislons. The
group is seeinS what questions we need to put to
the government for guiding decislons", he said.

On forestry, matters have gone ratherfurther, and
a study for a reforestation project ln the southern
part of Maputo province, involvtnpi Mozambican
capital, and the South African firm snpt'r (South
African Pulp and Paper Industries) ts now at an
advanced stage.

The area being discussed covers 5O,OOO hectares
in Matutuine district, adjoining ttre frontierwith tire
South Alrican provlnce of Natal. The area to be
planted with pine and eucalyptus t rees cove{s
30,OOO hectares, while the remaiilng 2O,OOO are lbr
"areas of conservation and agricultural develop-
ment".

Studies made by the Ministry of  Agr icul ture
shortly after the signing of the Nkonrati non-aggres-
siol t  agrcerncnt l ;ctwr:cn Mozarrrbir ; r re anrÌ  Sotr th
A1'ricit irt l1ìtt5 showcd that Soutlr A1'rlczr woulcl be
ruming short of wood for its pulp and paper in-
dustry by the year 2OOO. '"We saw thal we could take
part of this rnarket". Mr Adamcl toÌd ntu, "and the
Ministry began negotiations with South African
cornpanies as f ronr 1985".

A nr ixed conrpany wi l l  run t Ì r is  hew t imber
enter l l r isc.  i [  the fcasi t r i l i ty  st t rc ly is favourable.
Mozanrbir lue rv i l l  hold 6O per cent of  the capi ta l ,  and
snl) t ) t  4O per cent.

Tlte project, Mr Adamo hoped, would export t inr-
ber not onlv to SoutÌr  Afr ica,  but  a lso to other
nrarke ts ,  s ince  Mozarnb ique does  no t  w ish  to
renriì in t iccl t<-r the prices oÍÍered by the SoutÌt
African nr:rrket. lxrcal inclrrstries ccltrlcl also be
developcd rrs i r rg t Ì re t inrber f ronr the new planta-
t ions.  Cajctr lat iorrs nrade so far indicate that  inconre
IÌorn the projcc't wil l reacÌr US$seven nril l ion by the
sevcnth year o[  inrplcnrentat ion,  and,27 mi l l ion by
t l t t :  l lO t l r  y t ' t r r .
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