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South Afrteans to
Yryese Polana ,=
Hotel? :
Karos-Hotel, the South Afrtcan
chaln, ls tnterested tn managtnS
Maputo's best hotel, the Polana,
a source tn the Secretary of State
for Tourlsm has conflrmed to anu.

A source from Mozamblque's
Secretary of State for Tourtsm
told mr,t that any partner would
be welcome slnce lt would result
tn the remodellrng of the hotel
and tmprovement ln tts manage-
ment.

The Polana ts the only flve-star
hotel ln Maputo, and has been
run by the state slnce lnde-
pendence tn 1975. Because lts
rates are establlshed ln foreign
exchange and there ls a contln-
ual flow ofbuslness people, dlplo-
mats and lnternatlonal ofllctals
vtsltfng the country, the hotel
makes an tmpresslve lncome. Its
ocrup€rncy rate ls more than 80
per cent.

Busfress hg says that Stan
Hoffman, one of the dtrectors of
Karos, whose famtly was the
owner of the hotel unill tnde-
pendence, felt the negottaUons
wlth the Mozamblcan authortiles
for a management contract to be
at an adyanced stage. He added,
however, that Mozamblque had
sttll not announced tts dectston.

'\tr/e would llke to renovate the
Hotel Polana and we're prepared
to lnvest 2O mtllton rands ln tts
upgradlng ln order to tnclude lt
under the flag of the Karos Hotel,"
Stan Hoffman told Johannes-
bur$s Sundng T[mes tre May.

The Mozamblcan source spoke
of l(aros as one of several tnter-
ested chalns and also meniloned
the Sheraton. Accordtng to the
SouthAfrlcan press, there are pe-
ttttons from a number of other
hotel chalns, lncludtng Protea
Hotels.


