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President Joc;chlm_ Chissano of Mozamblque extended a very graclous
welcome to the State President of South Africa, Mr P W Botha, and
expressod his conviction that South Africa can provide the solution to

many Southern African problems

lose links of friendship and

| mutual co-operation were

forged during this year’s his-

toric Spring when Mozambi-

que and Malawi hosted an official

visit by South Africa’s State Presi-

dent, Mr P W Botha, to Cahora Bassa

and Tete in Mozambique, and to Li-

. longwe and Monkey Bay in Malawi
' — his first state |
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visit

to other

African states in the
Southern African region. Accompa-
nied by a host of newspaper reporters
and TV camera men from all over the

world, the three presidents were
nevertheless able to confer privately
with each other in a relaxed, cordial
way. Anyone could see that they
were very pleased with the outcome
of their discussions.

Friendship and mutual under-
standing — the hope of Southern Af-
rica — gained a tremendous boost by
this fact-to-face contact between
three of its heads of state, which can
only lead to great things: greater
prosperity, warmer friendship and
peace . ..

The distances covered were enor-
mous (the flying time from South Af-
rica to Cahora Bassa is some five
hours), yet despite this, all the
people in the various parties who
were of African birth felt at home, in
familiar surroundings. Africa, from
its heart in Malawi to its southern
most tip, South Africa, is Africa all
the way. But each of the three coun-
tries involved in this friendship tour
has its own special endowments:
South Africa, its gold, minerals and
splendid variety of scenery; Mozam-
bique, the stupendous Cahora Bassa
hydro-electric scheme and Zambezi
River; and Malawi, its fertile green
tea plantations and breathtaking
Lake, unique in the world for its fish,
found nowhere else. By forging ties
and encouraging friendship, each
one’s assets can be utilized to the




benefit of the others, and, given
enough goodwill, the standard of liv-
ing of the entire sub-continent can be
raised. This, in a nutshell, is what all
the talks were about — a few hectic
hours which will result in enormous
benefits affecting even the humblest
of citizens.

eaving their own country very

early in the morning, the

South African delegation ar-

“ived in Mozambique in the
late mid-morning and were imme-
diately conducted on a sight-seeing
tour of Cahora Bassa Dam and gene-
rating plant (see our article “Experi-
ment in Sanity”). Then followed
more than two hours of talks held at
the administrative offices of the Por-
tuguese organization in charge of
running the hydro-electric scheme.
"~ his welcoming speech, President
juachim Chissano of Mozambique
said: “I am in favour of detente and I
do not fear criticism from other Afri-
can states. We are building up more
confidence, more trust on both sides,
and this meeting in Mozambique is
most significant.”

The most important issue to be dis-
cussed was the restoration of the po-
werlines leading from Cahora Bassa
to South Africa. It was originally
planned that Mozambique would
supply some 10 per cent of South Af-
rica’s electricity requirements from
its hydro-electric generating plant
but because of the destruction of
about 500 pylons by insurgents, the
scheme has been operating at 1 per

it of its capacity since 1982. South
arrica has now guaranteed R35 mil-
lion towards restoration costs and
will supply logistic support in the
form of the necessary materials and
equipment, while Mozambique has
undertaken security and defence by
means of its armed forces.

Jher matters discussed were

aealth (combating malaria and

reating Mozambican patients

.n South Africa), opening up
about 15 new border posts to encour-
age small traders along the frontier,
continuing with the upgrading of
Maputo harbour, now in its second
phase, and numerous other matters
of mutual interest. In fact, there was
so much to discuss that the talks con-
tinued far longer than was antici-
pated with the result that the South
African president was very late in

leaving for his next destination in
Malawi.

Before the South African dele-
gation left, presents were exchanged
and a press conference was held.
What made the most profound im-
pression of all was a statement by
President Chissano. “South Africa is
part of the solution to Southern Afri-
ca’s problems,” he said. And, “Apart-
heid has been an obstacle, but there
have been reforms, substantial ones.”

From Cahora Bassa the delegation
flew to Tete to refuel the aircraft be-
fore continuing their journey to Mal-
awi, where a royal welcome awaited
them. Time and time again, officials

and media represen-
tatives com-
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mented on the mo
the courtesy and friend-
liness of the people of Malawi, who
were obviously delighted by the state
visit. Smiles are not unusual in Mal-
awi and neither is unfailing cour-
tesy. Furthermore, the complete ab-
sence of litter elicited wonderment
in all the visitors. The consensus was
that Malawi must be the cleanest
state in Africa! It also has good roads.
Because of the lateness of his arri-
val, President Botha could not be
taken to President Banda’s holiday
home on the shores of Lake Malawi
at Monkey Bay as originally planned.
The next day, official talks were held
at Mzuzu where a red carpet was un-
rolled and a senior Malawian minis-
ter greeted the South African State
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President Kamuzu Banda of Malawi hosted President P W Botha on the
second leg of the lafter’s African state visits — first to Mozambique, th.
nhearer, and then to Malawi, arriving the same evening. Friendly
discussions were held the following day. In the pictures President Botha
is seen arriving, and presenting a present to President Banda

President on President Banda’s be-
half. Again, the careful organization
with which the occasion had been
planned was noticeable to all. Also,
the discipline exercised by the
people. For example,

the child-

\

r u13e on the
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state visjt o fPre as surely o

sident
ren had been Botha

told not to cross a certain line (the
road) and not one did. Smiling and
waving, they greeted the entourage

from their hearts. The route was
lined with hundreds of flag poles, fly-
ing the Malawian flag, for a distance
of some eight kilometres.

he Malawian and South African

delegations conducted their

talks at President Banda’s res-

idence and the number of re-
porters and photographers was lim-
ited to 10, all of whom were required
to wear a jacket and tie. The two
presidents sat side by side at the
head of the table with the Malawia- "
on their right and the South Africa...
on their left.

In an atmosphere of great cor-
diality, President Botha compli-
mented President Banda on the high
standards maintained in his country.
Later when interviewed during a
cruise on Lake Malawi on the Presi-
dent’s boat, President Botha said, ‘It
proceeds from one person — Presi-
dent Banda.” In fact, the Malawians’
love and respect for their President is
one of the outstanding characteris-
tics of Malawi. President Banda, in
his opening remarks recounted
events from 1979 onwards. He made
no apologies for associating with
South -Africa, he said. Malawians
were not ashamed either of giving
South Africa credit for helping them.
As everyone knows, the new capital
city of Lilongwe was built largely




with South African financial assis-
tance.

One of the matters discussed at the
meeting between these two heads of
state was a donation by South Africa
of 3 000 tons of maize in recognition
of the strain placed on the Malawian
economy by 600 000 Mozambican
refugees. It was also agreed that Mal-
awi’s debt to South Africa would be
rescheduled on terms acceptable to
both parties. Regional economic de-
velopment, co-operation and secu-
rity were also discussed.

fter the meeting President
Banda said that he stood by his
policy of contact and cordial
-elations with South Africa,
but that he had been vilified by other
African leaders when he ignored
calls to break off relations with South
“ica. Things had changed a great
aeal in South Africa since his last
visit there, he said. Turning to Mal-
awi, he was happy to state that he
had been able to achieve his three
basic goals for the country: sufficient
food for all, everyone well-dressed
and each family living in a house
with a roof that does not leak!
The state visit was concluded with
a grand finale — a cruise on Lake
Malawi for the South African dele-
gation, which no one will ever forget.
This unique lake is also one of the
wonders of the world, and the cruise
served to etch indelibly on every-

one’s mind a memory of a beautiful,
well run and disciplined country
with a friendly, happy population,
headed by a leader both strong and
just. He has always believed that
Malawi’s greatest asset is her agricul-
ture and he
has suc-
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ceeded in preventing
that worldwide phenomenon, inten-
sified urbanization and overcrowd-
ing.

Leaving after dark at the end of the
two-day trip, the South African dele-
gation came away with assurances of
goodwill and friendship on all sides.
Surely, the greatest joy there is.
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The Malawian president’s guest house at Mzuzu was the venue for far-reaching discussion_s con-
cerning the future of both countries and both statesmen were in a jovial mood after the meeting
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