" Political Editor
SOUTH AFRICA is deeking justification
for direct military intervention in Mozam-
bique and to by-pass the Nkomati Accord,
President Joaquim Chissano of Mozam-
bique said in Harare yesterday shortly

before he left for
Angola.

Addressing - a Press
conference at the end of
hig four-day state visit to
Zimbabwe, Cde Chissano
said the Nkomati Accord
signed between Maputo
and Pretoria in 1984 was
still in existence and his
country would continue
ingisting that the apart-
held regime comply with
its provisions.

The accord stipulates
that the two countries
should not allow their
territories to be used for
military purposes against
each other. Mozamblique

has so far kept her ggi‘: .

of the bargain while
toria hag not.

President Chissano sald:

“In fact South Africa is
getting into some difficul-
tleg in helping the bandits
because she has to dodge
the Nkomati Accord. She
has at the same time to
appear to be complying

with it while helping the
South -

bandits,
“Today what
. Africa is trying to do s

to find some justification

_in order to intervene di-

rectly and the question of
the ANC presence. in Mo-
zambique has been agd-
vanced in order to by-
pass the Nkomatl Ac-
cord.” He sald Mozambi-
que had frustrated the
apartheid regime's latest
attempt to provide logi-
stical support for the
bandits from the sea,.

“They had a plan to do
go and in the province of
Zambezi, the bandits had
wanted to occupy som:
points along the coast to
receive new equipment
and ammunition.” Co

Asked whether he would
not consider talking to
MNR bandit leaders in
‘Mozambique, he said, he
knew of no MNR bandit
leaders based in Mozw-
mbique.

“I have difficulties in
finding out where the
leadership of the bandits
in Mozambique wouyld be
becausge all their instruc-
tions, all .the political
statements and all their
directives have_emanated
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from either Pretoria or
Portugal.”

President Chissano said
that his country would
co-operate with Malawi
on the basis of the newly
signed agreement between
the two countries. ‘“Let
me not tell the bandits
now what we are going
to do.”

He said all the Front-
ling States hagd agreed
that priority in the
struggle ageainst destabi-
lsation would be given
to Mozambique and each
country would contribute
according to what it couid.

Cde Chissano said Sso
far it had been difficult
for Angola, Botswana and
Zambia to get inwolved
in the fight itself because
of South African acts of
destabilisation in those
countries, '

“But all of them are
helping according to their
capabilities.’

Asked whether he
would consider accepting
Nigerian troops to help

eliminate the bandits, he

said: “So far we think
the efforts being made by
the Mozambican citizens
and the other Frontline
States are sufficient. be~
cause what is at stake is
not the absence of armed
forces, but lack of equip-
meat’’,

“Nigeria has always
been ready to help other
countries with troops and
if we need troops from
elsewhere we will ap-

says Chissano

any difficulty.” .

Turning to econoniic
issues, Cde Chissano siiid
that although hig coun try
was negotiating with the
World Bank and Interrna-
tional Monetary Fund,
Mozambique would not
wait on the outcome of
the negotiations b efore
drawing up the cowatry’'s
rehabilitation progrzunme.

“But we hope thiit our
programme of rehfibilita-
tion is clear and that the
World Bank and t/lae IMF
may decide to coatribute?

Chissano said his coun-
try was receiving a lot of
assistance from c.ountries
outside Africa Jincluding
socialist . states.

He said people tended
to associate: orily Cuba
with militaristic positions.
But for Mozambique,
Cuba was providing as-
sistance, first in educa-
tion, and also im healith,
agriculture, industry and
planning,

Very importzint assist-
ance was also coming
from the Scandinavian
countries as well es Bri-
tain. :

proach Nigeria without . '

Cde Chissano hoped that
international efforts to as-
sist Mozambique would be
expanded. The UN Sec-
retary General Dr De
Cuellar had called for a
donor conference in Gen-
eva on March 24 this
year to raise US$200 mil-
lion to help do away with
hunger, misery, the con-
sequences of natural cala-
mities, bandits and tefror-
ism.

He also disclosed that
because of the interest the
Commonwealth countrieg
had shown for Mozambi-
que, his country was
studying ways by which
it could have some status
for attending Common.
wealth conferences.

On his state visit to Zi-
mbabwe, Cde Chissano

was accompanied by his-

wife, Cde Marcelina, Min-
ister of ' Defence, Cde
Alberto Chipande; Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs,
Cde Pascoal Mocumbi,
Minister of Finance, Cde
Abdul Magid Osman and
deputy secretary of Freli-
mo’s Central Committee,
Cde Jose Luis Cabaco.
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