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MAPUTO - Mozrmbican cx-

migrrnt wokers in thc formcr
Gcrmrn Dcmosratic Rcpublic
(GDR) hcrrldcd gp pw ycr with

militant dcrnqugadqts herc to

higilight ücir plight sincc Gcr-

man unification.

Sornc 15,000 Mozembicrns

wcrc working in ürc GDR two

years lgo bcforc most of thcir

coÍÌtrrcls wcre rb,ruptly cndcd

whcn thc two GcrmrnÈs rannitcd.

Thc rn3cr urd humiüaúon

ceuscd by l$lcsmcss boilcd orcr

two wccks rgo (Jururry 14) into

violcnt scsncs s formermigrurt

workcrs tmk ro thc srccrs in the

ccnrc of úc Mozernbicrn crpiul

dcmrnding rnoncy. Somc wcrc

claiming !n ernotmt rs high rs

US$228 million (R634 million)

had bccn scnt by thc Gcrmrn

govcrÌrmcnt to thc Mozambican

authorirics to compcnsatc thcm

for thc loss of thcir jobs.

Morc thrn Ì,00o dcmonstra-

tors blockcd üc rord oursidc üe

labour ministry wiü barricedcs.
'lt wrs vcÍv frighrcning,' said r

rninistr,v empìoycc. 'Thc dcmon-

strators wcrc shouting all at oncc.
'Thcn 

I saw rhcm harassing

motorists. bumping t}cir can up

and down a-s if ücv wcrc u-ying to

ovcrnrm thcm.'

The pohcc managcd to cica:

Lhe road in front of thc minúrrr'.

but thc dirrurbencc spiUcd ovcr

ino ncerby ruccts.

Poücc rcrctcd o lhc violcncc
shooring ino üc air rnd hitting

out indiscrimirutcly. A photot-

raphcr from thc megezinc Tempo

was dlegcdly knockcd do*r by r

policc officcr who smrshcd his

two ctmeres. By úc aftcrnoon of

January 15, rt lcast l6 protcstcrs

had bccn rrrcstcd.
'I 

hrvc ncvct cccn violcncc

on that scrlc in Maputo.'

commcntcd a Unitcd Natioru

officirl.

Sirnilar dcmonstredons hrvc

tekcn pla in Mozrrnbiçc's two

othcr rnajor ciúcs, Bcin rnd

Nampula.

It is not thc first timc thc cx-

migrrnt wukcrs havc vcntçd thcir

frusrarions rnd it is ulikcly to

bc thc hst bcceusc ücir dcmands

for cornpcnsadon rrc unlikcly to

bc mct. Both üc Mozrmbican

labour minisory rnd thc Gcrmrn

cmbassy sav no compcruation

moncy cxists.

The money runìow s,!s !p-

parcntly sparkcd off by r suncy

bcing camcd out by thc rnrrusu-.v

to dctcrmine how m!ny rctuÍnccs

thcre wcre in cach pr-ovincc and

what úrcir qulificarioru md skilis

wcre. Accordrng to somc rcrum-

ces, they wcre given üc imprcs-

sron by officiaÌs conductrng thc

survcv that úc forms bcrng Íilìcì

in cn titicd ür cm ro compcnsation.

Howcvcr, thc Gcrman gov-

crÍìmcnl docs plen lo givc four
rnillion marks (about R6 million)

for rmall-scdc cornpanics, but

thc bcncficiarics will not only bc

rcturnccs. Only about 350 pcoplc

e year *ill bcncfit. says Fion dc

Vlcgcr. r labow minisu-y con-

sulunu

Many of thc migrant workcrs

wcrc in the middlc of frvc-ycar

contrrcts and drcamhg of carn-

ing cnough moÍrcy to sct thcm-

sclvcs and thcir familics up for

lifc whcn lhey wcrc füccd ro

rcqrn o MozÂÍnbigrr crlicr ür.an

thcy had plarucd.

Thcrr hrs bccn no cushion to

rclievc thc blow. They camc back

to qre of ürc poorÊst counuics in

thc worìd whcrc morc than 6O

pcrccnt of rhc pccplc arc ìiving in

rbsolutc povcrty.


