
... and,: ieturúees,6p6,, the,, ex4DR, protest

M o z a m b Í c a n , , , w o r k e r s '
repatíated from the former
Gerrnan Democrìatic Republic
s taged  a  mass  p ro tes t  l n
cenrral Maputo on two da_vs
runnlng, 27 arrd 28 Deeember,
iÍrfrorrt of the tabourMintstÌy;
demandlng payment, of the
deÍerred wages owing to them:

Well over4.OOO of the Ì 6.OOO
Mozambicarrs in lhe ex-cDR
have now, returned, and they
arc all owed that,:part of their
wages thatwas sent to Mozam-
bique to be paid Ín local cur.
rency. The amount of money
owing to each retur Í ree
depends  on  how long  he
worked in the cDR. tn many
cases t  the  f Ígu re , runs  to
several million meticais.

, , The:protesting returnees âc-
iusçd, tabour:Mlntstry, ofIïCtals i
of'Iong delays in Èãyirlg tlese
wages. IÃ/e were toid we wouid
be  pa id  w i th in  15  days l ' ,
dec la red '  onÈ angry
demonstrator. "But some ot us
have' been, walüng slnce Oc.
tober"..

Some protestors accused ôf'
fìclals,, of ,cornrption; saying
they were demandlng brtbes
before : agreelng,to, process the
deferred wages.

Several hundred retu-rnees
on'fo615 days briefly dlsrupted
the middayflowof traÍfic aìong
24th .Juìy Avenue, one of the
busiest thoroughfares in the
centre of the city. Thry also

irrvaded the,r:Minisúy buÍlding
ttself ' to:confmnt,! 'officlais;,,,,

Poiice'appeared but úd not
dtsperse the protestors. In-
stead. t"hey sürÌply dÍverted
traffic awayrfrom'the stretch of
road in frontrof,the Ministry-

The former rr(glrants daubeC
slogans in $'hite'ptünt; Ín both
Portuguese and Gerrnan, on
the minÍstry rvalls, demanding
rrroney andJobs,

The pmtest,., seemed, to. gaÌ-
vanlse olftctals lnto actlon and
by 29 December sources in the
Mlntstry were, saytng that,o!'er
a thousand cheques had been
lssued. The protestors were
cornriÍIcd that it was orúY their
ürect âctlon:that had speeded
things up.
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