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Strortger South American Ties With Africa Sought lry Center in Brazil
By Carole Collins

R I O  D E  J A N E I R O

7-T-t HE Center for Afro-Asian
I Studies at Candido Mendes

I  Un ivers i tv  here  s ta r ted  ou t
three <Jecades ag.o as a think tank
íor Brazi l 's foreign ministry. l t  lat-
er became a militant advocate for
Afr ican l iberation movements and
third-world non-al ignment. Now it
is emerging as a pioneer in higher-
education cooperation among na- :
t ions in the Southern Hemisphere. l

I ts newest program, supported i
hy the Ford Foundation. is aimed I
at strengthening academic l inks be- :
tween South America and Afr ica. '

The project, designed to sup-
plant tradit ional relat ionships that
sent Portuguese-speaking Afr icans
to Lisbon for higher education, re-
f lects Brazi l 's growing sense o[ i t-
self  as the cultural and economic
leader of the Lusophone world.

José Maria Nunes Pereira, coordinator oÍ the center's Africa programr, r"v. ïfiìiïüãïiiltiï;ï"'^*''on 
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project could lead to other efforts to help Portuguese-speaking AÍricans.

ficial of the center for 20 years and
coordinator of its Africa programs,
says success with the pi lot project
for Mozambicans could lead to
programs for other Portuguese-
speaking Afr icans. He says the
center could soon be helping stu-
dents from Cape Ver<Ie, Guinea-
Bissau, and Sâo Tonlé and Princi-
pe, as well  as Angola, which is
struggling to emerge from t5 years

of civi l  war that has destroyed
much of its educational infrastruc-
ture.

To its sponsors, the center offers
a less costly and more cultural ly
appropriate alternative to pro-
grams that bring students from the
developing world to North Ameri-
ca or Western Europe.

Off icials of the center also day
that the academic concerns of a

newly industr ial ized and st i l l -de-
veloping country l ike Brazi l  are
very relevant to students from poor
nations that are seeking their own
path to economic development.

Mozambique, a nation of l5 mil-
l ron  peop le .  has  on ly  one un i -
versíty, two other postsecondary
inst i tut ions, and f ive secondary
schools thât offer col lege-pre-
paratory courses. Many of the
country's schools have been de-
stroyed by a violent rebel group,
the Mozambique National Resis-
tance, known as nENnpto, which
targeted educational and social-
service inst i tut ions.

The country's President, Joa-
quim Chissano, has cal led the mod-
est program in Brazil to train a total
of 35 educators "very irnportant"
to his country. He said he hoped
that Mozambique's educational
t ies with Brazi l  would grow"

SHUT DOWN BY THEJUNTÀ

The Center for Afro-Asian Stud-
ies was establ ished in l96l as a re-
search inst i tute in the off ice of the
Brazi l ian President. l t  ref lected
Brazi l 's strong interest in newly in-
dependent Afr ican countr ies then
emerging from colonial rule. De-
spite its official name, the center"s
main focus has always been Africa.

In i ts early years, the center con-
ducted policy studies, offeretl for-
eign-service training, cult ivated
key contacts among African heads
of state, and advised the Brazi l ian
government on cultural accords,
according to Mr. Nunes.

Shut down after a mil i tary junta
seized power in Brazi l  in 1965, the
center was resurrected in 1973 at
Rio's Candido Mendes University
as "a typical,  mil i tant, third-world
center," says Mr. Nunes. The cen-
ter 's anti-colonial stand. he ex-
plains, al lowed i t  " to mediate be-
tween the Brazi l ian government
and the new emerging Afr ican
states," especially after Angola
and Mozambique became inde-
pendent in 1975.

Over the past decade, the cen-
ter's focus shifted from overt advo-
cacy in Africa's behalf to trying to
strengthen academic research and
library faci l i t ies on the continent"

lnternational

In the process it developed an Af-
ro-Brazilian-studies program, the
popularity of which reflects grow-
ing demand here for education and
research on the l inks between mil-
l ions of Brazi l ians and their Afr i-
can ancestors, who were brought
to the New World as slaves.

cnNTER's NEw RoLE

Although many Brazi l ian univer-
sities now offer courses on Africa,
the center is one of the country's
three most important Afr ican-stud-
ies inst i tutes. The others are at the
Federal University of Rio de Janei-
ro and the University of São Paulo.

The Mozambique Project, run
joint ly with the Philosophy and So-
cial Science Inst i tute at the Federal
University of Rio de Janeiro, rep-
resents a new role fqr the center:
providing logistical support to Íbr-
eign students. In the past, many
African students have fared poorly
in Brazi l  due to l i rnited or i l regu-
larly paid financial support and a
lack of orientation to life in a for-
eign country. says Marcel lo Bit ten-
court Pinto, a graduate student
who works as an administrat ive as-
sistant in the Mozambique pro-
gram.

Students  a re  se lec ted  compet i -
t ively through writ ten essays and
personal interviews at part icipating
schools, says Colin Darch, a Brit-
ish scholar rvho served as the pro-
ject 's founding director and is now
chief l ibrarian at South Afr ica's
University of the Western Cape. In
the 1980's, he rvas director of the

The center's anti-colonial

stance allowed it "to
mediate between the

Brazilian government

and the new emeÍging
African states."

Center for African Studies at Mo-
zambique's Eduardo Mondlane
University, the only one in the
country. Last year's student inter-
views took Mr. Darch to some of
Mozambique's most devastated ar-
eas.

After two years of basic general
studies, (he students special ize in a
social-science discipl ine of their
choice for the remainder of the
four-year program.

To make the curriculum more
relevant to Mozambique, al l  stu-
dents return to their homeland for
summer field studies. Officials of
the program hope such visi ts wi l l
reduce the l ikel ihood that the stu-
dents wil l  sett le permanently in
Brazi l ,  exacerbating Afr ica's brain
dra in .

Mr. Pinto says that he and other
members of the center staff pro-
vide students with a good deal of
informal counseling and academic
support.  "The teachers here usual-
ly assume that the students have
more knowledge" than they could
actual ly obtain in Mozambique, he
says. "But many of them haven't
read the classics."

Mr. Pinto says that staff  mem-
bers at the center already have
seen the difference the program is
making in the Mozambican stu-
dents. "They have more self-confi-
dence in their speaking," he says,
"and in their ideas"" '  r

LOOKING TO FORMER COLONIES

The first beneficiaries ofthe pro-
gram are students from Mozam-
bique, which, l ike Brazi l ,  is a for-
mer Portuguese colony. No Mo-
zambican educational inst i tut ion
offels a col lege-level, social-sci-
ence cur r i cu lum.  The s tudents  in
the four-year program here are be-
ing educated so that they can help
train a future generation of social-
science teachers and researchers in
their war-torn, and education-
starved, southern Afr ican nation.

José Maria Nunes Pereira. an of-


