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Mozambican presldent and Frelimo (Íhe Front íor the LibeÍation of Mozambique) leader Joacquim Chlssano
speaks to thousands oí supporterc during his Íinal campaign rally in Maputo PHOTOGRAPH JOHN PARKIÌVAP

David Bereeíord In Mapúo

ïrl-E moment of truth has arrtved

I  bo th  fo r  the  wor ld 's  poores t
I country and for AIdo AJello. SÍt-

tlng on the I lth floor ofa converted
hotel tn central Maputo, the head of
the  Un i ted  Nat ions '  opera t ions  Ín
Muzan-rl>ique is in a reÍiectjve mood ars
he awalls tht: outcome of the world's
latest e4xrlment in democracy.

Th is  week,  Mozambique has  i t s
flrst election since independence. the
results of whlch u'ill be announced tÍì
about three weeks. But,{ello, a for-
mer ltallan politÍcian and Joumallst,
wi l l  know the outcome of the pol l
which could bring peace to l6-mil-
llon 1rcoplc or trigger tJl(Ì resurììptlorì
of ir savage ciúl war rvell before that.

Rnd io  l inks  have been se t  up  a t
500 of thc nrrrre than 7 250 pol l i r tg
stâtlor'Ìs to inlôrnr AJello of tÌre coú-
c len t ia l  resu Ì ts  o f  a  'qu ick  count " .
Polltg experts estlÍnate tt will glve, to
within 3-5 percent, the outcome of
the struggle between Afonso
Dhlakama. once seen as üe Pol Pot
of southern Afr ica. and President
J o a q u i m  C h Í s s a n o .  h e i r  t o  a n
oppressite M:rrxlst dictatorship.

Final lap for UNis man in Maputo
Whether and when to release the

'quick count" results ts just one of
many decisions for AJello. tsut. after
two years of battltng to implement
the shaky 1992 Rome peace accord,
the dapper UN chief is sarìgulne.

" l  don't  think there wll l  be rvar
agatn,'he says. But he does fear a
-dranndc lncrease" ln biurclltry and
crime because oí the numbers o[
unemployed Íonner  A0vernrnent
troops and guerrillas.

The demobilistion of the warring
arÍrú6 ls se€n as the malrr acfúeve-
ment of the UN here. but .{ello says
tÌús is not enough.

'There ls no way to iÌnpose peace
on people who do not want peace.' he
says. Thât, hc l;elicvcs. will dcpencl
on a post-elecüon grliüc:rl settìcnrent
to accomnrodate both sides.

"Some kincl of pol i t i (  al  st,( t l<rrrrent
must be reached tÌrat would nrake
the government comfortable and
would prevent üe loser feellng, not
that he has lost an elecuon. but that
he has lost the war," he says.

AJello doubts whether Renamo -
the predicted loser - can or wants to
resume hostilities. '-fhe lÌenamo wc
used to  knorv  has  a ln los t  d isap-

peared," he says. "A nerw Renanro is
growing up which is a kind of aglpe-
gaüon of discontent against Frelinro."

To support üis. he cites the fact
that the Renamo leadership often
does not know about party struc-
tu res  wh ich  have spontaneousÌv
sprLulg up around the c:otrntrv.

At a local leveÌ. reconci l iat ion is
goÍrìg "beauti Íul ly .  wondcúrl lv."
says AJello. tsut naüonally "lhe c'<lnfi
dence bullding process has been ir
rüghtmare" because it is tnconrpatj-
ble wtth electloneerlr4l.

AJe l lo  says  the  lessons  o f  the
Mozambique operatlon for the UN
in<:h-rde the need to recognlse a con-
lìict between what he characterises
a s  l h e  d i f f e r l n g  1 ; h l l o s o p h i e  s  o Í
"peacekeeping" ancl "cle.velopnrcr rt".

Speed is criücâl to pe:ice keeping,
whilc r l t 'velopnrent enrphtrsises thc
inÌF)rtance of educating local pcople
to do the Job at hancl. This alnrosl
ended in disaster when clcwelopnrerrt
agencies took over the demobillsa-
t ion and insisted that troops and
guerrillas build their own assembly
points. The delays and tensions this
c a u s c d  r e s u l t e d  i n  r i o t s  a n r l
lÌÌLl tlÌìies.


