
Call to disarm
speciat r"ifr
in Moz"iãffh!"
MAPUTO. - Former Mozambican rebel
leader Afonso Dhlakama todav demand-
ed the immediate disarmine oï a special
police force which he accuíed of únnec-
essary killings, and threatened to pull
out of next month's elections.

Mr Dhlakama said members of the
Rapid Intervention PoÌice (PIR) had
killed more than a dozen people ín the
past few days as they brolte dp "peace-
ful demonstrations". 

-

"In deniocratic countries the police
dol'! use_ gu_ns to kill, they use teár gas
or blank bullets to dispersê people.,' sãid
Mr DhlakâTa, call i irg foi.air urgent
meeting to discuss the ìssue with piesi-
dent Joaquim Chissano.

Interior minister Manuel Antonio said
today thank police would respond with
force to riots=staged by formei soldiers.

The rioters, including former Renamo
and government soldiers, have taken
hostages, blocked traffic and robbed ci-
vilians'over demands for pensions, pay
and other benefits promisèd at the ènô
of the country's 16-year civil war.
. With a new joint army not yet func-

tional in the wãke of thã fornial aboli-
tion last month of both the government
and Renamo armies, the PIR- is the onlv
armed force able to put down distui-
bances ahead of the elèctions. scheduled
for October 27 to 28.


