
Renamo candidate
in election quandary
MAPUTO - Afonso Dhlakama, a for-
mer rebel leader and candidate in
Mozambique's first post-war Presi:
dential election in October, had still
not collected the 10 000 signatures re-
quired to back his candidacy, elector-
al officials said yesterday.

The UN-backed elections are the
first to be organised in tlre southern
African country since the current
government and rebels signed a
peace treaty in Rome in October
1992, ending a l?-year civil war which
started after independence from Por-
tugal in 1975.

However, with four days to go be-
fore all the presidential lists have to
be filed, Dhlakama, leader of tle for-
mer South African-backed Mozambi
can Nationai Resistance (Renamo),
needed 115 signatures to complete
the minimum requirement of l0 000,
said a spokesman for the National
Elections Commission.

"Some of Dhlakama's supporting
signatures were invalid because the
same people signed up for other can-
didates." he said.

By contrast, Joaquim Chissano,
Mozambique's current president and
the presidential candidate of the rul-
ing Frelimo party, had already pre-
sented 20 000 signatures and had all
his documents in order, the spokes-
man said.

Among the other parties, Domin-
gos Arouca, leader of the non-armed
opposition party United Front of
Mozambique (Fumo), has more than
12 000 names on his list.

Padimbe Kamati, leader of the
minor PPPM opposition party, who
had claimed he would clinch victory
in the election with 85% of the vote,
had only a fistful of valid signatures
by last night.

And the leader of the "offbeat" reli-
gious-based PPLM, Neves Serrano,
needed approximately 1000 more
valid signatures.

The spokesman said the two major
parties contending the elections, Fre-
limo and Renamo, had all their docu-
ments in order for the candidates in
the parliamentary election to be held
at the same time.

So too did Fumo, the National Co-
alition Party (PCl$ and the Workers'
Party (FI).

Frelimo's list of parliamentary
candidates is dominated by present-
day ministers and other leading gov-
ernment members.

Some Frelimo members have ex-
pressed disappointment that the par-
ty in power since 1975 is fielding the
same names and is showing no appar-
ent intention of changing its ap-
proach after the ending of the war. -
Sapa-AFP.


