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MAPUTO - The cantonrnent of
Mozamblcan government and
R e n a m o  f o r c e s  l n  U N - r u n
assembly  po in ts  hae a lmost
gFound to a halt.

Flgures made available yester-
d a y  b y  t h e  U n t t e d  N a t i o n s
Operation in Mozambique (ONU-
MAU show that on Monday just
53 troops - ten from the govern-
ment and 43 from Renamo -
arrived at the assembly points.

O f  t h e  3 5  a s s e m b l y  p o i n t s
that are now open, 13 (eight gov-
ernment and five Renamo points)
are -sti l l  unused. oNUMoZ has
not reported a single arrival at
a n y  o f  t h e s e .  A  f u r t h e r  1 4
a s s e m b l y  p o i n t s  h a v e  y e t  t o
open. 8 2ll government troops
and 3 793 Renamo flghters have
arrived at the assembll'points.

When all 49 assembly points
are functioning they will be abie
to hold 46 360 nlen. So far, Just
26  percent  o f  th is  capac i ty  i s
being used.

B u t  i f  t h e  d e m o b i l i s a t i o n

process ts to run according to
schedule, all the assembly points
should be full by the end of the
year.  In January,  the soldiers
will be divided into two groups:
those who are to be incorporated
i n t o  t h e  n e w ,  u n i f i e d  a r m e d
forces, and those who are to be
demobilised.

As  they  move ou t  o f  the
assembly points, a second 'shift"

of troops wil l move in. For the
to ta l  number  o f  t roops  to  be
p r o c e s s e d  i s  o v e r  8 0  O 0 0  -
almost twlce the capacity of the
assembly points. If this cornplex
process is to work, so that demo-
bi l isat ion is complete by May,
then the rhythm of troop arrival
in the assembly points must be
stepped up dramatically.

M e a n w h i l e ,  R e n a m o  l e a d e r
Afonso Dh lakanra  has  annou-
nced that he lr'ill visit his men at
the Chiramba assembly potnt in
tJle central province of Sofala.

According to Radio Mozambi-
q u e ,  M r  D h l a k a m a  h a s  e x -

7a  I^ t  I
pressed concern at reports that
Renanro forces at Chiramba are
receiving an inadequate diet.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  s p e c t r e  o f
famine is looming over a large
part of Mozambique's northern
prov ince of  N iassa whi le  thou-
sands of tonnes of grain are lying
u n s o l d  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o u r i n g i
prov ince of  Cabo Delgado,  the
Maputo dai ly Notfcias reported
yesterday.

Regional relief offictal Mailas
Silvestre was quoted in the paper
as say.ing the situation was 'des-

olate" in the Niassa distr icts of
Cuamba.  Metar ica,  N ipepe and
Maua.

He said about 3l OOO people,
s t i l l  l i v ing in  cent res for  those
d i sp laced  b_y  t he  I 6 - yea r  c i v i l
w a r  r v h i c h  e n d e d  a  y e a r  a g o ,
w e r e  a t  r i s k .  T h e r e  w a s  a n
urgent need for food aid and for
fann inrplernents so people could
resume larming.

- Ziana-Reuter


