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AcRoss F,loramblque, soldlers of the Frelimo government and rebel
lienamo mcvement aie finally.movlng into uN"assembly areas In the
first stage of a massive dern6biltsattin operatlon

It's 14 months since Mozambique's civil war ended, but suspicion between
the two sides has delayed the-process. For the Italiao tx;o oiltrJ-um
?rylllt_olin.iqozambique, Aldo Ajelto, the agreement to open ttrc assembiy
Se*r o the triumphant culmination of months of negotiations, cajoling anil
m-reais.

But Renarno guerrillas,
harnpered by a lack of
transport and forced to
w a l k  l o n g  d i s t a n c e s
thlough the bush, have so
far only bccn trickling inio
the assernbly areas - at a
far slorver rate tiran their
goveruurent cou.nterparts.

Despife this, Renalno
officiais insist tltrv are
com:nit+-ed to as;e:ibli;:e
their fo:ccs and h:rn<inc
t h e i r  r r e r p o n s  t o  U N
0Dsetve13.

At least 3O0 Renamo
soidierg have ar-cived in the
la:,t  rsc=k at the UN na:no
of ilIavago. in the rernote
n o r t h e r n  p r o v i n c e  o f
Niassa, cl,lse to L\e Tarrza-
nian border.

"Ile don't everr know our
ou-n co-o;',lirratix on the
map, hecau.re b\is area has
never brrn properly sur-
veyed," said l.,iajor. Paul
Korrrper, rile Czech offioer
be;rtling 'thr: srralJ ieanr of
Ul{ obiervers in ivfavago.

It is il:i"r:sible to re"rch
by rr.,ad a',,j v,'a^,er supplies
aie r!: errl1- mnnirrg lcw.

Il+t fcr thc }ie.na:rt:
fi;ht:,s, usr{ to ti:: rniL..i
sparlan oi conrL!tic':s, th':
(:an'rp nlii'e'-lenls luxury.

I " c w  c f  t h r  s o i c i i t : r s
sp:eak thc nat ional  l :n-
;.iage oI i 'oi1u1r;*e. llcst
have no ur,ifori.s. il lan'r
a;)ix,irr t,r be jr their tc*ns.

IIajur iluinp*',r s.rid: "We
th;niq -9pra of tler;r arc as
yourq as 12 years old.

" T h e  R c u a . r ) o  c o r i -
rnander Cerues an.l of ti,e
tcen:;yrrs {ijd any iighti_r,t,

By BARNABY PHILLIPS In Mapuro

but.that's not what they tell
u s . '

Acccrdi-ng to tl,e UN, the
Reramo soldiers can now
either join a new l{ozambi-
can na t iona l  a rmv.  o r
Ieave tie armed forics.

The Renamo comnrand-
er in Mavago Ls 2Fyear+ld
llajor Tomo Virgilio.

Ite is in no doubt where
his fuiure Ies. "I'm stiil
young, and it's tie mihkry

Iife for me" he said.
Itlajor Virgilio was less

fcrthcoming when asked to
explain why his men in Ma-
vago were still refuins to
hand ovcr their weaoori to
UN observers.

"We hayeu't received
any order: about that,', he
said, adding: "But don't
worry, we are very serious
about peace." - @'fhe
Telegi:'oph, knvton.


