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Bg Mozarnbique, as lt slowly moves towards
democracy, has the potentlal to be a
showcase for lrternattonal nation-bulldlng

New hopo . . . Mozamblcan refugeee In Swadland head home pHorocmpr{: srLVA ri/ronEscHE
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The stlck ls the tlueat of the lnternaUonal
communlt5r pullhg out: 'The Internatlonal
cornmunlty ls v€ry tlred wlth all the peacekeep
lng operatlons, ln Afrlca partlcularly.' says
AJello. 'When (uN secretary-generall Boutros-
Ghall was here, he told them there ls no w:ry
you get money or poUtlcal support or even
renewal ofOre mandate unlessyou getyour act
together.'

Tens of thousands of peasant farmers are
showtng, bDt thelf voluntaqr return to the land,
that they belleve the peacc has come at Last.

F lylng orcr Mantca provlnce last month, I saw
flres burnlng ln errry dlrecUon across the horl-
zon. The farmers were clearlng the dense bush
that tnd become overgrswn durlng the war to
plant seed belirre the ralny season.

Whtle food ls growlng ln the countryslde
agaln, pollttcs ls the growth lndustry ln the
ctUes. A plethora of polltlcal partles made up of
breakaways, spllnter groups and eccentrlcs has
emerged. Anyone wlth name recognltlon ls
standtng for publlc ofllce. Jose Pal,aco, the lead-
er of one of the smaller partles, sprang to proml-
nencewhen he won flrst prlzeln anaUonal tele-
vlslon quiz show, answerlng quesflons on the
FrenchRevoluUon. i

The thlrd candtdate for preldent, Domlngos
Arouca. a m-lddle-aged lawlier from Matola, ls
waghg a game battle agalnst Joaqulm
Chlssano and Alfred Dhlakama on the basls
that they are responslble for the war and he Ls
the only dvlltan alternatfve. Unable to pay the
btlls for canvasslng from home, hts telephone
was dlsconnected recently.

Flom the perspecdve of the peasantry, who
make up the bulk of the Mozambtcan popula-
Uon, the ablllty to get on wlth thelr ltrrcs wlthout
fear of belng murdered ls progress enough.
Multl-party democracy ln thls neck of the
woods|:sarernoteconcept.

Nlnepence Maseuba, wearlnga strawhal an
oranp polo neck and wom sandals, returned
ftom Zlmbabwe last month under the LJNHCR
returnee programme. At the age of 64, he has
knownwar for 3Oyears, anen slnce'Portuguese
Umes". He took trls mother, wlfe and Ove chll-
dren away from the nghffrg tn 1982 but !s n@/
certaln that the peace wtll hold-

Asked about the elect lons, the f lrst ln
Mozamblc:n hlstory, he shrugged and looked
away, contemplailng another lncomprehenst-
ble and potenUally dangerous obstade to get-
tlng on wlth trls Ufe: 'l wlll vote tf I am ford to.'

From soldiers to polificieurs
ACLTNDE ls at the end of the earth
It !s a bombed-out monastery and a
small tent encampment deep In
Renamo terrltory. To get there I

hltched a rldeln a RuRqreq hellcopterptloted by
a young ltallan who tmaglned he was at tlre
whc r Ferrarl.

A came ln to land and the glant rotor
blade churned up the dry dust of Manlca
prwlnce, therewere frur lonesome ngureswalt-
Ing. Four Unlted Natlons offlcers - a Srl
Lankan. a Motswana. an lndoneslan and a
Brazlllan - mamlng what was to become an -
assembly polnt for Renamo soldlers,

The Srl Lankan was the most talkatlve. MaJor
Rabtn was a cultured man. drlvsr to dlshacflon
by long months of ldleness ln the hot A&lcan
bustr-

Wft the pukkah accent of the South Aslan
publlc schol alurnnus, he olfered strongopln-
lons on lrnperlallsn, on Unlted Natlons peace-
keeplng mlsslons, on crlcket. He begged for
Brlttsh neq/spapers to be sent to hls post.bqc
atross the bord€r ln Mutare.

The Itallan troope pabolllng the Bdra corrl-
dor have had a telephone booth wlth a satelllte
phone lnstalled at thelr base at Chlmolo atrpo,rt,
and the Jpung conscrlpts spend thelr lelsure
tlrne waltlngln llne tocall thelr parentsandglrl-
Flends ln Italy. But at the assembly polnts deep
ln the bush. no sudr lw<ury could be contem--.
plated.

Rabln's only nelghbours were a close-knlt "
duo of Stkh engtneers ln turhns rebulldlng the
war-shelled road andadetadrment of Renamo
soldlers scrounglng dgarettes and cooldrlnks
from the UN and wafmgfor the order to hand
ln th€frguns.

P 'ed ln tattered dothes. the Rerramo rret-
€rt :re barely out of thelr teens. Not wen
the rprnmalder, Lleutenant-Colonel August
Paul. had a unilicrm. Hfs boots were taken ofra
dead Flellmo soldler.

A shortJeep rlde away, ln the Chlbaraba dls-
trlct, the Renamo ddl admlnl,stradon conslsts
of three gass hul,s. the admlnlstrator, Lucas ,
Slblmbe, some mangr dogs and a dilld llr a trorn
vest. In the shade of a tree, a group of empty
chafs, two wlth thelr seats mlsslng, are the
seat ofgowrrunelt for an area the slze ofWales.

Most farmers ln the dlstrlct deared out or
were ldlled durtng the war. Slblmbe ts atteurpt-
lng to recrult thosc that are blckllng back by
offerlng them asslstance rather than kf[fng
them. He hopes, alter nent October, to be the
MP for ChlbavabadfsHcL

lvlanlcaprovlnce ls the terltoryof the Shona-
speaklng Mundau people, a Renamo trlbal
stronghold. After l8 years tn whlch the only.
way to get anywhere ln Mozamblque was to
belong to the rullng party, the former terrorlst
organlsatlon now recrults upwardly moblle
young people who lbel strut out by Flellrno.

Benldo Chlmue 1221, lhe Renamo admtnls-
trator of a vast undeflned area In Central
Manlca provlnce, Jolned the rebel movement
ber:ause they lddnapped hlm, three pars ago.

Pressed for what Renamo stood for, he saldr'Democracy and freedom of expresslon and
human rlglrts.'He had nrst-hand proof of thls,
he added. Theyhad not tdlled trlm.

Chlmue, a small thln man ln threadbare
dothes had c,alked 12 hours througb,lO degree
plus heat to the small town of Catandlca, south -

of Chlrnolo, to s€cure hufiEnltarlan eqqlstane
ftom the LJN HlghConmlsdon for Refirgeesfor
peasants retumlng to lhe lands nor under hls
conbol.

He had carrled wtth trlm stx coloured pendl
cralons and an enerdse bok ln wludr he had
carefully transcrlbed the names of errcqr man
and woman who had returned to hls area.

The transformau,on of Renamo from a rag-tag

army of bandlts Into a pollUcal party ls as
mlraculous as lts ablllty to end a war once
feared to be a self-perpehratlng spfal of bandlt-
ryand carnage. Accordlng to the UN, there has
ben hardly a war casual$ ln a year,

The UN doesn't want to repeat the mlstake of
Angola, lnwhldr both armleswere stlll more or
less lntact at electlon tlme, permltung Jonas
Savlmbl to sprlngloard back towar alter loslrg
the elecdon.

The demoblllsatlon of the estlmated l5O OOO
soldlers on both sldes alongwlth l2O 0OO dvil-
lan mllltla members. ls an event [r the life of
Mozamblque of grerter slgnlflcance ttran Ure
establlshment of the TranslUonal ExecuUve
C,oundl ln SouthAfilca-

Though South Affcans clrauvlnlsdcally tend
'to look down upon Mozamblque as a poor
country couslr:r, there are many parallds. Both
countrles are grophg notJust towards democ-
racy but towards a new dellnltlon ofnatlon-
hood.

Mozamblque was the basket case of the
reglon 14 months aga. Today- vlewed agatnst
the relapse ln Angola and South Afrlca's
endemlc vlolence - lt has the potentlal to be a
showcase for the Internattonal nauon-bulldlng
and the UN's battered reputaUon for peace-
keeplng.

Nour that demoblllsaUon has begun, UN offl-
clals are optlmlsUc that there wlll be multl-
party electlons tn October next year. that the
nltplcklng delays that held up demoblllsailon
for more than ayear alter the RomeAccords of
August 1992, are orrcr.

Much of the credlt for the peace goes to Aldo
{ello, a foury ltallan pollUclan, former Sodatlst
mernber of the European parllamerrt and now
uN speclal representauve tn the cpuntry. It was
he who fathered the cpncept of the carrot - the
trust ftnd tobankroll Renamo's hansforsratlon
lrto a polltlcal party.
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