MOZAMBIQUE

Summit delayed as Renamo hardens its
demand for control of separate region

Despite UN demands that there be fio
further delays to the peace process in
Mozambique, new differences emerged
this week between the ruling party Fre-
limo and the former rebel group Re-
namo. The immediate result was to
delay the scheduled summit meeting
between President Joaquim Chissano
and rebel leader Afoniso Dhiakama.

The UN Security Council earlier
voiced dismay at the delays, empha-
sising that elections would have to take
place in October 1994 and not b# post-
poned again. UN Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali blamed both
sidesbut made clear Renniamo wasbeing
the more intransigent.

The US ambassador to the UN,
Madeleine Allbright, has already made
it clear that the US would find it very
difficult to provide any financial support
for Mozambique’s first multi-party
general elections if these are delayed
beyond October 1994.

Dhlakama said last month he would
meet Chissanoin Maputoon July 17, a
guarantee he also gave to US Africa
envoy Richard Moose - but last week-
end he unilaterally cancelled the
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Vicente Ululu said the Chissano-
Dhlakama meeting had been called off
because “careful preparation” was
needed, but it could still take place
before the end of the month.

The new point of différence is Rena-
mo’s demand for two adninistrations
in Mozambique, for which & lsbphola
was left in the peace agraement when
Renamo officials were permitted to te-
tain their positions in Rehamo-held
areas, though under government aus-
pices (SouthScan v7/38 p289). Renamo
now argues that the peac¢e deal means
that two separate administrations ex-
ist in the country until elections.

Demobilisation has not yet started,
though around half of the demobilisa-
tion centres have been identified - 28
out of 49. While Renamo still has weap-
ons in its hands it is keen to press its

advantage. ithas not bsen specificinits
demands, but analysts say it is likely to
want control of the provinces wheteitis
strongest, Tete, Manhica, Sofala and
Zambezia.

Frelimo officials ate also seeing frésh
indications of divisions between the
‘civilian’ 18aders in Renamo, now based
in Maputo, and its military cothmand-
ergin the bush, with Dhlakama uneasily
trying to straddle the two.

The detnand for Rendmo governors
was at fifst a surprise to Ululy, who
learned about it first in the Mozam-
bican daily Noticias. He noted that
Renamo’s position had been that the
organisation could tiot form A transi-
tional government with the Frelimo,
becduse there are psaté commissionsin
place to establish diréct contacts with
the government.

Spy claims

Other issues have sullied the politi-
cal atmosphere. Renamo also now
claims that the member of parliament,
Aurelio Manhica, abducted late last
month,is aspy andiscontinuing to hold
him with.the 25 people abducted by
Rewunn inr the ereeneiof the totmiry»

All are under detention at & rebel
base heat the town of Salamangs, about
60 km from Maputo.

Last wetkend, too, the family of the
former Renamomembet, Tiago Salggado,
claimed in Maputo that Salgado had
been shot by firing squad and demanded
ah explanation from Ululu, who later
claimed Salgado was a Frélime spy and
was shot trying to escape.

Meanwhile in abid to keep the process
on coutrsa the governmefit hagagreed to
subsidisa from the staté budget all po-
litical parties, éxcludifig Frelitmo and
Renamo, which is expected to benefit
from a UN trust fund that will eventu-
ally contain $10 million.

¢ The UN World Food Programme
(WFP) said on Tuesdayit would provide
Mozambicans with food aid worth $8.3
millioh over the next fiiné tonths.
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