
Peace process faces high hurdles

n/

How long can she wa i t  fo r  Peace

\ tozambique 's  genera l  e lec t ions  âres  yearo f f '  bu t  a l ready  the  peace process  has

5ad more  than a  doub le-dose o f  t roub le

A lteÍ seven months of near ParalY-
f {  s is .  in  mid-Mav the  moment  o f
: : u r h  w a s  t a s t  a p p r o a c h i n g  f o r

" lozambique's 
peace process. Up to then.

:ot one key element ofthe general peace
.ccord signed by Mozambique's govem-
-rent and the opposit ion 

'Renamo' rebels
:n October 4, 1992 in Rome to end 17
, ears ofcivi l  war was achieved, beyond a
:sase- fÌre"

Troops on both sides were st i l l  armed
.nd at large, and the formation of a joint,

:ew national army had not even started.
ienamo rvas boycott ing al l  committees
ìeant to superyise implementation of the
:eace accord, none of which were work-
a o

Yet Aldo Ajel lo, head of the Onumoz
', ' .N. 

peace-keeping mission to Moza-
rbique, confidently claimed the obstacles
vere nearly removed and that the real,
:ract ical work of securing peace was
rbout to begin.

The stalemate had numerous causes.
ta l ian  ambassador  to  Mozambique.
' , lanfrecl i  di  Camerana. whose country
relped mediate the peace accord,
r lamed the snai l 's pace on slow
lureaucracy at the U.N. - rvhose fìve
rattal ions of peace-keeping troops were

sti l l  just aniving by May.
Mr Di Camerana suggested ttr is delay

nrade i t  impossible to discuss concrete
issues. ( l ike demobil isat ion and investi-
gating ceaseÍìre violat ions), though in
terms of the peace accord, Onumoz could
have used more authority to keep the
process moving.

The peace accord states: "government
undertakes to assist in securing the ( lo-
gistical) facilities Renamo needs to carry
out i ts pol i t ical act ivi t ies - to the extent
resources permit,  (and fbr this), shal l
seek support from the international com-
muni ty " .

Yet in March. Renamo rvithdrew from
all  the peace-supervising committees in
Maputo capital,  al leging inadequate lo-
g is t i ca l  cond i t ions  (hous ing ,  t ranspor t
and food) for their members.

In an i l l - tempered reply, ci ted by
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  d a i l y  N o t i c i a s ,
Mozambican president Joaqu im Chissano
said "we never promised Renamo any-
thing at al l" ,  and for those who thought
government weak, rvarned "i f  war re-
tums rve' l l  defend ourselves".

Meanwhile. Renamo leaders ÍÌeely ad-
mitted they rvere at ler material gains.
"We want the whole of our cake." said

the unabashed sccretarv t-or l ìrrergn .r l-
tairs. Jose de Castrn.

Accord ing  to  the  l )o r tu r lucse  Nervs
Agency ,  LUSA,  Renanro  lea t Ìe r  A l l "onso
Dlakama c la imed in  r \p r i l  tha t  l ta l -v "  l ìad
promrsed to  he lp  I ìcnamo r rc t  t iS$1, Í
mi l l ion  to  l ìnance i t s  t rans lb rnra t ion  i ìon t
a  guen i l la  g roup to  a  po l i t i ca l  par tv .
"Not  one Renamo so ld ie r  rv i l l  be  scn t  to
assembly  po in ts  l fb r  demobi l i sa t ion)  t i l l
w e  g e t  t h e  p r o m i s e d  r n o n e v , '  L U S Â
quotes Dlakama. fhis toppe<J Renarno
demands that none of i ts troops ' ,vould be
demobi l i scd  t i l l  a t  ìeas t  ó5  per  cent  o t  the
armed U.N. peace-keeprng tbrce rvas in
tne country.

In te rna t iona l  donors  genera l l y  recog-
n ized tha t  rn  Mozambique s  s i tua t io r r  as
a fbrmer one paÍtv state and among t l ìe
rvor ld 's  poores t  na t ro r ls .  f ìnanc ia l  sup-
pon to  po l i t i ca l  panres  is  needed to  g tve
rnult i-party democracy a chance. \ 'et
their orvn intemal law makes i t  hard to
l ìnance to rergn  po l i t i ca l  g roups .

By  mid-May,  l ta lv  r .vas  s t i l l  the  on lv
country to actual ly make money avai l-
able to Renamo to the tune ofUSS390,000,
and another  USS5 mi l l ion  in  rva i t ins .
according to a Onumoz source. The
source added that France and Srveden
had also pledged money tov/ards Íìndine
poli t ical part ies.

The same source  sa id  none o i  th is
mo4ev was "accessible", since trust t ìnds
sti l l  had to be set uD to administer l t .
rvhi le Renamo onìy presented an i temised
budget in May and st i l l  had no quali f ied
Íìnancial off ìcer ro execute i t .

Nonetheless, Renamo's leadership be-
gan dri f t ing back to Maputo in mid-May.
raising hopes that rvi th the "pol i t ical
funds" promised, rvi th over 4,000 U.N.
observers (of 7,000 expected) in the
country, and the oifer oIhotel rooms for
Renamo from the Brit ish-based mult i-
national, Lonrho. the committees could
soon be working again and the peace
process undenvay.

The hurdles ahead horvever st i l l  look
daunting. Underthe peace accord, troops
lrom both sides should gather at 49 as-
sembly  po in ts  Íb r  demobi l i sa t ion .  On ly
l3  o f these had been approved and none
are ready to open. Kev peace accord
commi t tees .  to  mon i to r  the  po l i ce  and
in te l l igence serv ices  and the  Nat iona l



E l e c t i o n s  C o m r n i t t c c  i t r e  s t i l l  t o  b c  s c t  L r p .

I 'hc c lab<-r rat ion o l  a  ncrv c lcctora l  larv  is

i l t  a  s t a n d s t i l l .  s i r r c c  l ì c n a n t o  b o v c o t l c d

d i s c u s s r o n s  t i l l  l l ì c y  l t a d  " t n o r c  t i m e " .

A n o t h c r  v i p e r ' s  p i t  o l ' p r o b l c n r s ,  s l i l l  t o

b e  u r r e a r t h e d .  r s  t l Ì e  i s s u e  o Í  t c r r t t o r t l t l

c o n t r o l ,  I n e a n t  t o  b e  r r e g o t i a t c d  t l t r o t l g l t

t h e  s o - t h r  n o n - e . \ i s t e n t  c o m m l t t e c  l o r

n a t ì o n a l  a d n r r n i s t r a t i o n .

I n  t h e  e a r l y  m o r t t h s  o l '  1 9 9 i .  w a r  v c t c r -

I r n s  l n c l  s o l t l i e r s  d e n r o b i l i s c d  l r o t n

qovcrnnìsnt 's  arml '  be l 'ore the ps; tcc i ìc-

cofd.  s tagcd r io ts  to  t ic r t tand unpa t t l  *  uges.

l ì ro t l .  lnd t ì l r  t ranspor t  r . t tonev l tonrc l io tn

t l r r : i r  b a r r r c l i s .  , , \ c c o r d i n q  t o  t h c  p r c s t -

d c l ì t  o l ' ( l ì c  r \ s s 0 c l l ì t t o n  l ì t r  W l t r

I ) c r r r o b i i i s e d ,  J u l i o  N i n r u i r e ,  í l t t s  t s  r t

r v a r n r n g  o t ' t h i n g s  t o  c o m e  ì f  e x - s o l d i c r s

n c c d s  a r e  n o t  s a t i s t ì È d  -  e s p e c t a l l r  t t t  a

c o u r ì t r v  o t  o v e  r  L i  n r i l l i o n  p e o p l e  u  l r e r e

l c s s  t l t l n  ì ( ) 0 . 0 0 0  l m v c  ! o r n t r l  c n r -
p i o v n r c n t

I n  t l r c  r r r c d i t r n t  ( c n Ì r .  t l Ì È  k c v  r s s u c  l o r

c u l m  s c c n r s  t o  b c  l Ì r o d  s c c ì . l r r t \ .  W i t h

r r o r r n a l  r r i n s "  r r n t i  t l c c c r r i  i u r r v e s t s  l ì r r s

Vci l r .  ( l ìc  pr( ìspcc(s l ( ) r  pe lce scern fa i r .

l I t l t o t r _ r l l r  9 , Í 0 . ( ) 0 0  s r c o p l e  i n o t  r n c l u d i n g

l c t u r n c d  r - e f ì g c c s )  r v i l l  s t i l l  n e e d  i n t e m a -

t i o n a l  l i r o r l  , a i t l "  l c c o r d t n q  t o  t h c  U . N ' s
l r o o t l  . t l i r i  i \ g r t c t r l t t r n r l  ( ) r g r t r t r s l t r r o n  o


