MOZAMBIQUE'S GOVERNMENT IS
ANGERED AT WHAT IT SEES AS AN
INCREASING REMOVAL OF ITS POWERS
BY THE UNITED NATIONS, NOW IN
THE PROCESS OF BRINGING IN A MUCH
DELAYED PEACE MONITORING FORCE

' INTO THE COUNTRY.

Mozambique: UN slowly builds
its monitoring force

Foreign Minister Pascal Mocumbi vis-
ited Britain this month to discuss the
peace agreement - Britain is involved in
training the new Mozambican army at
Nyanga in Zimbabwe.

But officials let it be known that the
government is also concerned at Rena-
mo’s increasing acceptability in theinter-
national arena, after an earlier visit to
Britain when its leader, Afonso
Dhlakama, met Minister of Overseas De-
velopment Lynda Chalker.

Part of their concern relates to a bid by
the international body to see the success-
ful transformation of
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and 21,000 from Renamo) are to gather in
49 assembly points prior to demobilisa-
tion and the formation of a new and
much smaller unified army.

Themain task of the military observers
will be to supervise the assembly points.
There are now two technical teams sur-
veying possible sites. All weapons will
then be deposited in warehouses under
UN supervision.

This was also the case in Angola, but
even before the election it was suspected
large quantities of weapons were being
kept cached.

Thelesson of having a strong UN force
present has been learned from Angola.
The arrival, two months late, of the first
200-strong contingent ofanexpected 1,300
Italian troops in the city of Beira restored
some momentum to the stalled peace
process, but eventually the full Unomoz
force will be about 7,500 strong. In addi-
tion to the Italians, there will be infantry
battalions from Uruguay, Zambia, Bang-
ladesh and Botswana, logistical support
fromIndia,amedical unit from Argentina,
and military communications personnel
from Portugal.

The UNbudgetary commissionin New
York hasapproved an Unomoz budget of
just under $260m up to June. The forma-
tion of some of the commissions envis-
aged in the peace accord is also delayed.

The bodies charged with supervising
the police force and the intelligence serv-
ice do not yet exist, nor do the national
elections commission and the special
body that will liaise between the central
state apparatus and Renamo-controlled
parts of the country.  Renamo has re-
fused to appoint its members to these
commissions, and threatens not to do so
until the government provides more
houses, cars and even food for Renamo
officials in Maputo. Meanwhile
Dhlakama is maintaining his headquar-
ters in Sofala province, refusing to move
house to Maputo. The ostensible reason
continues to be that the government is
failing to provide properaccommodation,
but underneath lies a desire to delay the
process while consolidating in the terri-
tory Renamo holds, and developing its
credibility as a political alternative.

There is also a fear that the experience
of Unita in Luanda may be repeated.
There Jonas Savimbi's top lieutenants
werekilled after analleged coup attempt.
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