
Mozaïnbique:
FÍ|OM hts spartan headquarters on
thç  l l th  0oor  o fa  d i lap lda ted  ho te l  In
central Maputo, eldo Ajel lo, head of
t le QN Operation in Mozambilue
(Unonibz), gazes out on a country àp-
parenÍly iIr the throes of transformà-
tion.

When Frel imo seized power in lg?4
it proclalmed a one-party Marxist
state ,so doctr inaire that even ihe
shoesfr ine stal ls were national ised.
Oppob i t io l r  was  banned,  peasants
were forcibly collectivised and God
was pronôunced dead.

Education standards, always abys-
rnl l ly low under the PortuSuese, fèl l
so steeply that researcherC from the
US State Department found that the
majori ty of Mozambicans could not

Its shoestring
peace is atl
set to break
, Cr,+c Ti,*t'l \qlLlqg

JOACITIM GHIEEANO:
H o  r c v c r r c d  p o l l c y ,
rbandonlng Mrrxlrm.

b ique,  w i th  everyone
ful l  of joy, enthuslasm
and max imum opt lm lam,
as though it's a 8líÌ Ílom
God," sald Mr ÁJol lo.

But the burnlng queo-
t ion is whethôr Mozam-
bique is experionclng a
false dawn. Senior ì tect-
e r n  a m b a ! s a d o r c  I n
M a p u t o  a r ç .  w a r n l n g
their governnientg that
the Mozambfcan peace
process ,  to  wh lch  the
lVest Ìrae cominltted fl.3
bi l l ion, is in danger of
ignominious fal lurs un-
l e s s  s e r i o u r  U n l t e d
Nations loglrmr rrc ró.
moved. l fpeace fr lh rnd
Mozamblquo royortt  to
the  c iv l l  war  (wh lch  hm
al ready  c la l td rd  per -
haps a mil l lon l lvori  tho
\ilestern ganre-plan for
pol i t ical relorm snd eco-
nomic  up turn  th rougb-
o u t  s o u t h e r n  A f r i c a
could be jeopardlsed. ,

"There's a facade of
peace here becauae a
ceaseflre ia holdlng very
well ,  qo far, deeplte the
absence of UN poace-
keepers," said Mr AJol lo,
a tal l ,  çleiaqt 0?-year-
old I tal ian. "8uì thore
a r e  g r e a t  r l r l r  a n d
threats. "

Shoestr lng budget
tsy the end oflast year,

according to the l Ìome
Peace AccorQ ofOctober
1992, Mr Ajél lo was to
have some ? ã00 UN Rlue
B e r e t  p e a c e k e o p l n g
troops. By t[ i r  weekend,
the  mul t l -na t lona l  pea-
ceKeepÊr6 wero Ínornt to
have ovorscen lhri  donto-

ALFONSO DHLAKAMA:
Hc lr rsúuclng to leavc
hlr barc at Gorongora.

bi l igation of 48 ü)0 of an
estimated total of 80 ü)0
government and rebel
troops in preparation for
M o z a m b i q u e ' s  f i r E t
mult i-party general elec.
t lon in June this year.

Ing tead,  desp i te  the
UN's decision to al lo-
cate $330 mil l ion to Uno-
moz, not one UN peace-
k e e p i n g  s o l d i e r  h a s
arrived, not one Mozam-
blcan t lghter has been
d e m o b l l i s e d  a n d  t h e
c o u n t r y ' s  m u l t i - p a r t y
o l o c t l o n s  h a v e  b e e n
portponed lpdeílnitely.

M r  A J e l l o  l r  c l e a r
rbout where the prob-
lornr l le; "There are so
mrny  UN mlse lone ln  the
Íleld that administrat ion
unltE ln Now York are
overwhelmed. We bave
the flrst UN mititary ob-
terverE here but I  can't
give thern vehicles. To
get vehicles I have to go
t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n t r a c t
committee in New York-
That takes months." In-
8tead, Unomoz is operat-
I n g  o n  a n  e m e r g e n c y
rhoeatr ing budget, rent-
lng vehlcles temporari ly
Í lom neighbouring coun-
t r i e g ,  t h e  n e a r e s t  o f
whlch is South Al l ica.

M r  A J e l l o  s a i d  t h e
various UN budget com-
m i t t e e s  h a d  b e e n  d e -
signed, r ightty, to pro-
tect the interests of rhe
world's taxpsyers. "But
for this kind of mission
we need dif ferent proce.
dures . "  he  sa id .

" B o t t l e n e c k s  s p e l l
danger. People here are
dlsappointed by the ac.

c u m u l a t i n g  d e l a y s
Ev ; ry  ïÃ t ' " i í ; í " y
mahes the problem more
ser ious  and increaseg
t h e  r i s l  o f  r e n e w e d
wâr."

Senior Western diplo-
Ínâts give credit to Mr
Ajel lo for the ceasefire
having held virtual ly in-
t a c t  f o r  n e a r l y  f i v e
m o n t h s .  " W h e n  t h e r e
was ôn esrly outbreal of
nghtlng for control of
Í ive northern provincial
capitalô Ajel lo, with just
a man and a dog, man.
aged to contain i t ."  said
one of the diplomats.

Dhlakama abssnt
But in  the lâst  two

weeks rebel forces in the
countrys ide have again
begun to at tack food sup-
p l y  t r u c k s  m o v i n g  a t
n i8ht .  And Afonso Dhla-
k a m a ,  t h e  R e n a m o
I e a d e r ,  l s  r e f u s i n g  t o
leave h ig base at  Coron-
goga,  a mounta inour  for .
m e r  n a t i o n a l  p a r k  i n
c e n t r a l  M o z a m b i q u e ,  u n .
t i l  a t  least  three Blue Be-
r e t  b a t t a l i o n s  a r e  i n
p l a c e  a n d  s u p e r v i s i n g
t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  c o m b a -
tants Íbom Renarno and
F r e l i m o .  T h e s e  w e r e
meant  to  come to 49 as-
eembly points ,  fo l lowed
b y  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  o f
wespon.  and demobi l i .
ra t lon.

"We need Dhlakarna ln
Maputo,"  sa id Mr Aje l lo .
"Hla absence is  a d isas.
ter .  I t  de lays everyth lng.
I t  k  o n l y  w i t h  a n  e x t e r -
nal  guaruntee that  Dhla-
k a m a  d a r e  c o m e  t o
Maputo to a l low the de-
mocrat isat ion procesr  to
b e g i n .  T h a t ' s  w h y  h e
wants uN pçacekeeping
gold iers,  Eo- that  no one
wi l t  p lay games when he
ia no longer  able to  pro-
tect  h imsel i  UN t roopa
are h is  movement 'g  l i fe
insurance."

A  c h e r i s h e d  s l o g a n
h e r o  l g :  " A n g o l a  c a n
never  happen in  Mozam-
bique,"  a reference to
Angola 's  quick return to
bloody c iv i l  war  aÍ Ìer
m u l t i - p a r t y  e l e c t i o n r
were held under  l id i ted
UN superv is ion.  But  that
ie  prec ise ly  the danger
n o w  c o n f r o n t i n g  t h e
country .  -  cThc Sundey
TclcSnpb Llmlled, lan-
don.

coult past 10. Beyond
t h a t  t h e j ,  c o u l d  o n l y
identi f !  "many".

Then in lg90 Presidenl
Joaqu i rn  Ch issano an-
nounced a spectacular
reversal of policy. The
s t a t e  o f Í i c i a l l y  a b a n -
d o n e d  M a r x i s m ,  e m -
braced cgpital ist devel-
opment dnd declared a
commitmept to democra-
cy, openipg the way for
protpacteil negotiations
wf t l l  fhe  rçbe l  g roup
Rçnauio. In a moment of
riôti lrclny, the former
P e o t ' l e ' o  A s s e r n b l y
signed into law a new
çonsti tut ion comrnitt ing
the counfry to a Í!ee-
market edonomy - and
then çe lebra ted  w i th
Fre l imo revo lu t ionary
songs,qbôut how Mozam-
b i q u è  w o u l d  b e  t h e
grale of çapital isrn.
'{vta/ical momeôt'

Now, wl th money f rom
the lVor ld  Bqnk and helo
Ítorr1 somb 2fi) newly ai-
r ived a id qgencies swi l l -
ing around and prov id-
lng $Mo of the country'8
income. there are real
signs of recovery. Where
once thère were empty
shrp lvee,  br ight  super-
m a r k e t s  g r o a n  w i t h
g o o d a  i 1 4 p o r t e d  f r o m
Souíh Aflica.

"This  is  a k ind of  magi-
ca l  moment  for  Mozam-


