By BOBBIE JO KELSO

DEVELOPMENT ﬂrgaﬂi!iufmﬂﬁ :m: e
scrambling to do what coold have once -
been considered treason but is now wide- -
Iy regarded as the key fo lasting peacé in

Mozambique: working with Renamo.
In the past week, several of these

groups have mel d isteiet commanders in

the rebel army. Led by a United Nations

representative others, such as Redd
Barna (Norwegian Save the Children)
and the Irish organisation Concern, dre

to Renamo

‘The catalyst is the need — and now the
ability — to supply food and humanitar-

already working with Renamo to provide
emergency assistance in i’nhlnied areas.

fan aid in zones held by Renamo, with

controls virtually everywhere but the

nation’s capital and urban centres. -
The co-operation is not only helping

rnrnl Mozambicais, but revealing a.

rge populace of Renamo Supporters.

Snch ? amwork could also eventually

make or break the peace process.
A common beliel, promoted by govern-

rhent reports, was that most citizens Tiv:

ing in Renamo areas were prisoners
throughout the 16-vear war. It's a beliel
created by extensive propaganda,
according to UN emergency operations
c¢o-ordinator Jean-Clavde Legrand,
“Ii*s definitefy true there were some

kept against their will, but there are

many more who volunieer, are willing
and want to be there,” says Legrand, who
overstes hormanitarian ald actions in the
Renamo zones of Mozambique’s Manica
and Sofala provinces.

He says instead often the gmernmetif

acts as caplor, blocking citizens from

returning to Renamo areas once they .
come into towns in search of drought

assistance. This view is becoming increas-

The key to
laStmg
peace‘ Aid

&

ingﬁlr &mﬁmﬁﬁ now i Eai reﬂri‘wnrkm are

_reaching Rensdino areas, same of which
- had been isolafe

Mrmm-e than a decade,
. Since Renamb does not control any

towns, Legranfl's initial contact with its

regional cnmmlndem takes E’I“E deep in
the bush. In one case, he firs

hours for a mnmit rendezvous. In anoih-
er, Renamo escorts laboriously cleared a

path for 17km nlohgside a main track

ridden with land mihes.

One group of relief organisations led

by Legrand plans to distribote 910 tons
of food to 70 000 peaple in Renamo areas

“this month. The recipient can include
guerrillas, a move that helps keep the

peace but one that makes some groups
decidedly jumpy.

One group asked not to be named in
media reports, but others say Renamo
cadres must be viewed as ordinary citi-
fens because ri‘the demobilisation plan

- of the Rome peace dceord signed in Octo--
ber. 'l'htj, mﬁn re reluctant to be per-

cefved as working with what was ulten a
viciously bristal rebel movement. :

walked five |

Mfighting

“1i%8 just not something the donors

want to hear, but it is happening,” says 'ﬁln

Ernst Schade, the resident representative
of Redd Barna. “These days , we are
being cintacted by Renamo a lofi because
 they know of our existence. They are
| looking for su pi:-oi-t and looking to have
urganisaﬁllﬁﬂm areas of their influence.”
. Frivale rganisations are getl'.ing
!nv?'lveﬂ as well. One religious mission,
Maforga Farm, is now openly admitting
ity p?:-glnied food and clothes to Renamo
soldiers months before the ceasefire,
Today, it has food reliel and medical

operations near Renama’s Eeﬂdﬂiﬁeﬁi

inther te Gorongosa district. =

That f-m& area fs :llm being targma
hir the International Committee of the
Red Cross which had been thie only celief
ﬂrgnuisalim oﬂi«riﬁlljr allowed In Ren-
amo areas nntil recently.

Still, the opportunity fu mit i these
isolated zones doesn’t come automatical-
Iy with peace. First, bridges must be
repnired and land mines removed -
dangerons and slow work that relief
workers hope will be speeded up hv_fm:r
UN mine experis who arrived in the
country éarlier this month from Kowait.

Politieal analysts say that carrying out
reliel work — and eventual reconstrue-
tion efforts — in Renamo areas conld
well play a kev rale in ensuring that
Mozambigue's move towards peace
doesn't collapse or hecome mlrtd‘ in ntw
happened in Angola,

Opening up the roads and nliﬂwing

free movemient will help aveit fights for

scarce food. Thousands of displaced citi-
zens conld return to their homes snd
regﬂiﬁ a sense of normality after years uf

disp J:trmnt from war and ﬁt‘nilghl.

Renamo is involved in nabullﬂ
he filing country, it, ti:n-o, will hm a
ﬁl ﬁm ing nnnihe:; munﬂ ﬂ!‘ wnra
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