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ESPITE a new ceasefire

aimed at ending Mozambi-
que’s 16-year war, government
troops. and rebels are still ex-
changing gunfire and millions of
people, many risking starvation,
are in the crossfire.

From peasants in the drought-

scorched countryside to diplomats .

in the whitewashed villas of tropi-
cal Maputo, people are sceptical
that the October 4 truce will end
the war between the leftist gov-
ernment and " right-wing rebels
that claimed up to one million
lives.

“There are no rules to this
war,” said Felice Dindo, head of
the International Red Cross in
Mozambique. "“The ceasefire: is
only a technicality, nothing has
really been settled. No one seems
to be in control here.”

When asked about peace pros-
pects, United Nations special rep-

resentative Aldo Ajello smiled-
wryly and said: “The fighting
seems to be going very well. We
learly need to start working on
the peace process immediately”.

He organised a meeting this
week between government and
rebel leaders to set up monitoring
groups called for in the ceasefire
agreement, signed in Rome after
two years of negotiations.

Southern Africa is alse suffer-
ing its worst drought this century
— more than three million Mo-
zambicans depend on food aid.

The rebels of Renamo have cap-
tured at least five areas since the
ceasefire took effect.

President Joaquim Chissano’s s
government called the attacks “a
deliberate strategy of conquering
territory and strategic positioas”.

But Anselmo Victor, Renamo’s
chief representative in Maputo,
said the rebels attacked only after
government troops moved into

rel fositions.
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been in Moza.mbique since 1988
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