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Rebel leader
i,nRome after
talks with Pik
THE on-off Mozambican peace agreement appears
to be on agarn.

Renamo leader Mr Afonso Dhlakarna yesterday
lef t  Mozarnbique for  Rome to s ign a pact  ending 16
years of civil war, the ltalian foreign ministry an-
nounced.

Mr Dhlakama. who had at  the last  minute ex-
pressed "strong reservations" about the accords
due for signature today, was apparently persuaded
to go to ltaly following
talks with South African
Foreign Min is ter  Mr Pik
Botha on Tuesday night.

F o r e L g c  A f f a i r s
sources in Pretoga were
confident thabthe peace
deai  designed to end 16
y e a r s  o f  c i v i l  w a r  i n
Mozambique would s t i l l
b e  s i g n e d  t h i s  w e e k ,
"even i f  i t  involves a few
more days of  ta iks in
Rome".

M o z a m b i c a n  P r e s i -
dentJoaqurn Chissano is
a l ready rn Rome.

Mr Botha le f t  South
Africa last night to at-
tend fhe signing eeremo--
ny as an oosergeB

In view.of Bfr Dhtaka-
ma's reported hesitation, the Italian governmenf
had "suspended" invitations -io other-dignitaries-
invited for the ceremony, though President Robert
Mugabe of Zimbabwe had already arrived in Rome.

The State President's office said Mr Chissano
wanted Mr De Klerk himself to go to the signing
ceremony, but he could not make it at short notice.
- Political Correspondent, Sapa-AFP


