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'MOZAMBIQUE: UNDITHERS '

Untited Nations’ representativé'in Maputd
. Peter Simkin leaves his post at the start of
- October, precisely the most critical moment in
UN humanitarian operations iti Mozambique.
“As We went lo press, not a sifgle Idrry'had yot
‘moved uhder a July agreement betweeh ihe
.UN, the Resisténcia Nacional Mogambicana
{Rehamo) and the govemment because
‘Réfianio ha refused to agree to thd UN'§
package of aid routes. Even'ifa peace
.agreement is signed as expegted on :October
the UN will start operations only with
Renamo’s ekplicit permissidti én all foltes.
Pressure has been mounting in some
quarteps of the UN in Maputg to 'C‘l‘il:_dyiil wacy
and get on with the action. Simkin’s c (ﬁ, calm
hpiproact has kept the UN's fid brt bt Has
iTailed to get trucks rolling. Signs of fractire in
Qiffere_nt UN agencies appedred in Jupe when
two fop men flew io meet Reridmo boss
Alphonso Dhldkama at his gérdngdﬁﬁ
Headquarter without informing: UN envoy
Simkin. JInmid-September, a draft \UN press
release was leaked: it roundly condemned
“government offitials for stealifg fdod ahl
‘Renamo for blatant obstruction: bf any
-agreement, ?\d proposed byipassing the
national reliéf organisation which it accused of
indohpelence’  The draft waé phssed ford
embassies for approval but was theh squashed
. by sbmeone with an eye fot giplom‘acy‘
. Simkin is off to Ethiopia. His successor, Eric
*dé Mul, is fresh from a UN pbst in Mofigdlia.



