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Chissano and Chalker urge Renamo to respect agreements
M o z a m b i c a n  P r e s i d c n t  J o a q u i m

Chissano addressed the Mozambican

p a r l i a m e o t ,  t h e  A s s e m b l y  o f  t h e

Repubtic, on 22 September, and said hc

h a d  d i s c u s s e d  t b e  q u e s t i o o  o f

emergency relief with Renamo leader

Afonso Dhlakama at their meeting in

Gaborone oo 18 September.

The surest way to ensure that food

could reacb all tlose il need "would be

for Dhlakama to accept the United

Nations distribution plarq to accePt at

least the tea corridors chosen by the

UN", said the President, 'or better still

to opetr all the roads that can be used'.

He then publicly gave orders to the

colntry's armed forces not totry to take

a-oy ni l i rary advantage from- ihe

distribution cf food aid.
He said Dhlakama had tolci him that

Renamo leared that the Mozambican

army would foilow iood aid convoYs,

and would at.tack Renamo bases. "I told

him our forces don't do that", said IvIr

Chissano. 
''We 

have no interest in using

food aid to win military advantage. That

wouid be cowardly on our part".

He then gave specific orders to the

chief of staff of the armed forces,

Lt-Gen Antoniro-Flama-Thalandto the

Minister of the hterior, Col Manuel

Antonio, both of whom are members of

the Assembly, "to collaborate to the

maximrrm with the donors and with the

United Nations to save lives".

The armed forces and the police, he

declared, should facfitate the tr2nsport

of food aid, and shouid ensure that aid
''rs not stolen- and arrives where it rs

needed".
Dh.la.kama had told the President he

wanted the government to support

airlifts of food to Renemo-heid areas,

and said he thought the provincial

authorities "were prohibiting the airlift
of goo(s".

' I  know that no such prohibit ion
exists", said Mr Chissano. But, to show
the government's good fait\ he again
gave public orders to al l  provincial
o f f i c ia is  " tha t  there  shou id  be  no

impediments to aoy United Nations
flightsto anyzone".

But tfe President pointed out that nlhe

d o n o r s  a n d  t h e  U N  t h i n k  t h a t
distr ibution by air is expensive and
inefficient. You can't fit very much into
a plane and it costs a great deal".

Intr.rnsi gence by Renamo

Reuamo has becn refusing to acce pt in

its entirery tbp distributioo plan drawn

up by the UN-chaired coomittee on

humanitariau assistaoce, which have

envisaged the ten overland food aid

routcs, and eight air operations. UN

officials urged Renemo to agree to the

plan as a package, and warned that

d is t r ibu t ion  wou ld  Dot  s ta r t  un t i l

Renamo did so.
Tbe com-crittee demanded that both

belligerents reply to its "unified plan of

action', specrfying food aid routes, by

no later than the L4 September, which

the governmeot did.
Ren^mo, bowever, delayed for 24

hours before^ responding Loureaco

M a c o n c e ,  t h e  R e n a m o  o f f i c i a l

a p p o i n t e d - t o  w o r k  w i t h  r e l i e f

organisations, told AIM the night of the

deadline that "we haven't replied to this
plan yet. We are suil carefully studvrng

i t " .  H e  p r o m i s e d ,  h o w e v e r ; ' t h a t
Renamo, "wiil give a reply as soon as
possible".

The plan of action reminds the rwo

belligerents that they made a firm

comm'itment ir Rome nto opeu access
for the internatiosa.l commuuiry to
provide rel ief supplies io the most

wlnerable communitiesn.
The Mozambican goveroment has

repeatedly said that it has no objecrion

to using any form of transport to reach
people in danger of famine, regardless

of whether they are living in government

or in Renamo-held areas.
Renamo, however, has persistently

ried ro tie food aid for its areas to

airlifts, which donors regard as the most
expensive and least efficient way of
moving food. The overland corridors

tha t  Renamo favours  a l l  s ta r t  in

neighbouring countries, whereas most
of tbe food for Mozaobique is landed
at Mozambican ports.

The commi t tee  fo r  humani ta r ian
a s s i s t a n c e  h a d  p o l i t e l y  r e j e c t e d
Rena-o's demands for large nrrmbers

of airlifu, pointing out that "air delivery
to al l  the needy populat ion is not
possible, and can only be a short term,
last resort measure".

I t  stressed that truck convoys to
famine-threatened areas "must begin
immediately to save the vulnerable

populations".

hoposed UN aid routes

The plan of action specifies teD roads

to be uscd by thesc convoys. Four of
(hcse start from the Bcira corridor. thc
road and railway between Beira and

Zimbabwe. Oae goes from the rai l

statioD of Tica to the Renamo held area

of Chiedeia in the southern part of

Sofala province.
A second consists of the main road

f rom Ch imoio ,  cap i ta l  o f  Man ica
provitrce, to the government-held towns

of Catandica and Guro. The third route

also goes from Chiruoio to Catandica,

but then takes a secondary road to the

district of Macossa, a.lso held by the

BovernmeDt. Thefourth route starts at
Inchcpe, wuich is the crossroads
between the Beira corridor, and the

Beira'Maputo highway. It goes down

t h e  r o a d  ( o w a r d s  M a p u t o  t o  t h e

Renamo he ld  a rea  o f  Goonda.  A

further specfied route starts from 8uzi,
j u s t  s o u t b  o f  B e i r a ,  a n d  h e a d s

s o u t h e a s t w a r d s  t o  t h e  R e n a m o

occupied area of Panja.
The other routes start from places on

or near the Zimbabwean border. One
heads out from Changara ia Tete
provincg to the govenment-ireld small

rowo of M*g"t-t lgfs1s es.ling uP in

the Renamo stro"gholds of Buzua and

Canxixe, in the northero parts of
Manica and Sofala. Anotier goes from

the border town of Espungabera, in

Manica through the Renamo area of
Inhacufere to the government-held

town of Machaze. This road bas not

been used for many years, and may be
impassable.

The hnal route goes from Mavue on
the border to the government-held

town of Massenvohaza province. From

Massengena" two roads are suggested:

one hea& eastwards to Chigubo, and
D i n d i z a  w h i c h  w e r e  r e c e n t l y
recaptured by the army from Renamo.
The second is a road known to be in

e x t r e m e l y  p o o r  c o n d i t i o n  w h i c h

meanders across Renamo occupied
parts of northern Gara before reaching
Mapai a town in the governraent held

Limpopo corridor.
Renzuno claims there are people living

iu  these par ts  o f  Gaza in  need o f
as.sistance, but tbe area has aiways been
sparsely populated, and most of the
residents have probably f led to the
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f-impopo corridor or ovcr thc border.

[n thc Romc uego(ialious, Rcnrmo
had a.lso waored routes froo Malawi
an<i from South Africa. The committee
had evidently turncd these dowa.

Just four airlifts are cnvisaged in the
plan - two to isolated govcrnmcnt held

towns (Machaze, and Chibabava), and

two to Reoamo areas (Maguudc, in

southern Sotala, and Canxixe).

T e a m s  w i l l  a l s o  f l y  t o  m a k e

assessmcnts as to whether full scale

airiifts are necessary in four othcr arcas,
three under Renamo conuol (Buzua,

the town of Infiaminga on the sabotaged
Beira-Malawi railway, aod Canda, in

G o r o n g o s a  d i s t r i c t ) ,  a n d  o n c
government zooe, Casa Banana (which

was Renamo's internal headquarters

uotil its capture by Moz"mbican and

Zmbabwean roops itr i985, and its

conversion into a major accomodadon
centre tbr displaced people).

Renamo reject eight out of ten routes

On 16 September Renamo informed

the United Nations office in Maputo

that it wouid only accept two out of the
t e n  p r o p o s e d  o v e r i a n d  f o o d  a i d
distribution roules, and seveu out of
eight airlifts.

The two overlanci routes tlat Renamo

acceptd go from Tica in the Bela

corridor, to the Ren2mo held zone of
Chiedeia, and from Espnngaber4 on
the Zimbabwean bordcr, through

Reuamo tcrritory in Inhacuferc to the

isolated governmcnt held towu of

Machaze. The Espungabera-Machaze
road has not been used for many years

and needs substantial repair before
trucks can travel aiong it. Mr Simkin,
1[e 6psldinnlor of thc UN system in
Mozambique, said he did not knowwhy
Renamo had oniy accepted part of the
p l a n .  " T h e y  d o n ' t  g i v e  a n y
explanations", he said.

The UN then gave Renamo a further
deadline. "We want a final an<wcr oo
the  eu t i re  p ian  f rom them by  20
S e p t e m b e r " ,  s a i d  M r  S i m k i n .  A

f . e n a m o  s p o k e s m a n  i n  L i s b o n ,

feroaodo Vaz, was quoted by the
Reuters news agency oo 17 September
as saying that the govcnuneot rnnted

food aid distribution corridors to sta.rt

inside Mozambique, while Renamo
i n s i s t e d  t h e y  s h o u l d  s t a r t  i n
neig.hbouring coualries. lvtl $imkin said
that Vaz's statemeDt ref lectcd the

Renamo posit ion prior to July, and
" t o t a l l y  i g n o r e s  t h c  J u l y  R o m e

declaration between thc govcrnment
aod Renamo'.

On the 18 Septembcr a high-ranking

Unitcd Natioos official thrcatened that

the world body wili dcnouncc Renamo

as responsible for faminc in the areas of
Mozambique it coouols if it did not

accept the food aid disributioo plan by

thc ncw de ad.li-ne.
lntervicwed by AIM oo 16 Septembcr

in thc central Mozambican city of
Chimoio, Wolfgang Scholtcs, the UN's

deputy  res idco t  rcpresenta t ive  in

Mozambique,  and rhc  head o f  i t s

emergency office, said, "we hope that
Renamo will completely accept the
plan by l9.Septembcr', he said. "If not,

we shal l  tel l  t-he eatire world-ihat

Renamo is responsible for the death of
people io the regions that it conrrold'.

Mr Scholtes condemned Renamo's
repeated insistence that food should be

taken to its areas by air, and that any

overland corr idors should begin in

neighbourilg countries.''lt's impossible

to supply the population through au
lifts", he said. "The donors are not golog
to pay for the cost of these airlifts". As

for thc demaods -!'or overiand aid to
-enter from neigbbouringcountries, Mr
Scholtes pointed out that most of the
food for Mozambique is landed at
Mozrmbican ports.

Renamo's  demands wou ld  mean
"taking the food out of Mozambique in

order to bring it back in again. This is

completely impracticable. It's idiotic,
uazy". (The distr ibution plan does

make a concession to Renamo in that

t h r e e  o D t r y  p o i o t s  a i o n g  t h e
Timbabwean border are envisaged.)

"People arc alreadv dying of hunger'',
Mr Scholtes said, "many die on the
j o u r n e y  w h e u  t h e y  f l e e  f r o m
R e n a m o - c o n t r o l l e d  z o n e s .  T h e

situation of these people is enremely
bad. Renamo can't feed them, and we

don't have time to lose, so we shail
continue to propose routes that start
within Mozambique".

Chalker tallsr to Renamo
D u r i n g  a  o n e  d a y  v i s i t  t o

Mozambique, oo 20 Septcmber, the
B r i t i s h  M i s i s t e r  f o r  o v e r s e a s
deve lopment, Baroness Lynda Chalker
warned that Renamo,'is putting its own
people at risk" through its refusal to

acccpt the Unitcd Nations sponsored
food aid distributioo plan.

Ms Chalker met both with President
Joaqnim Chissano and with Renamo's
liaison otficer for h"manirarian aid,
Lourenco Macome. At this juncture,

Rcne-o was sglll 6leiming rhe UN food
distribution routes were "under stud/'.

At an airport press confereocc prior

to ber departure, Ms Chalker said she
had tried to impress on Macomc "how
vital it is tbat wc get agrcemen( on
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  1 6  J u l y
agreemeutn.

She pointed out that the agreemcnt
covered food distribution throughout
the couDtry: this meant that Reaamo

had implicitly agreed to the opening of
all roads.

"They agrced these routcs f'vo months

ago", she said, 'and now they doDft
imtrl,emeut themr'. a

Ms Chaiker did not hide her irritation
with Renamo, and its obsession with

a.rrlifts. Macome 
''seemed 

to be.lieve
that everything should be delivered by
air", she said. "l explained that meant

spending money on air transport that
should be spent on food and mediciaes,
and that it is impossible to arrange
airiifis to ait, the piaces where people

are i:r oeed"..
"By the end of the ccnversation he

seemed to understand the need to use
overland routes'', she added.

She thought, however, that after the 18
September  meet ing  in  Gaborooe
between Mr Chissano and Renamo
Ieader Afonso Dhlakama, 'There isla
good chance that Renamo will ugtee io
the plan. This is something Dbtakania
now uuderstauds".

But with Ren^-o still stalling oo the
package of routes, Ms Chalker did not
see how the United Nations couid start
distribution on the 21 Septembcr as
origrnaily planned. She warned that the
UN "is lganing out of patience".

Ms Chalker said she had an "sxcellent"
one and a half hour meeti-og with Mr
Chissano, in which he informed her of
I.he outcome of the Gairorone meetrng.
She was now "confident rhat the 1

October deadline for a ceasehre will be
met".

She said she had aiso discussed with
the President "the free and democratic
electoral process that he wants to put in
place as soon as possible.

During the afternoon, Ms Chalker



I)uring the afternoon, Ms Chalker pEid
a  br ic I  v is i t  to  the  drought - .s t r i cken
Limpopo valley district of Chokwe, once
t h e  b r e a d b a s k e t  o f  s o u t h e r n
Mozambique,  bu t  now resembl ing  a
dustbowl.

She watched the distribution o[ some
B r i t i s h  d o n a t e d  m a i z e  n e a r  t h e
Macarretane dam, which has now fallen
to the lowest level since it was built 5O
years ago, and drove alongside irrigation
channels that are either completely dry,
or contain just a few puddles.

Britain has donated 14 mill ion pounds
(about 25 million US dollars) so far for
drought  re l ie f  in  Mozambique.  l t {s
Chalker warned that, even if a peace
agreement is signed by 1- October, "the
food situation wil l remain crit ical for
many months ahead". "Larger efforts are
n e e d e d  t o  p r e v e n t  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  d
repetit ion of Somalia", she said. "The
Brit ish Government shall be ready to


