
MOZALBrQ UE INFORTUATTON OFFTCE
f.{ews Review No.230 10th Sept. L992

Peace talks: mediators try to
break continuing impasse
The peace talks between the Mozambican government and
Renamo in Rome are once again deadlocked, with the head of the
Renamo delegation, Raul Domingos, hinting that they wiil not be
concluded by 1 October, the target date for a ceasefire. The main
points of conllict are the same as they were betore the face to face
meeilng in earlv August between PresidentJoaquim Chissano and
Renamo commander-in-chief Albnso Dhlakama. These are the
future of the state intelligence and security service (SISE), and the
number oi troops to be recruired into the new national armed
forces.

In lhe absence of any solut ion to these
quest ions ,  rvh ich  have been under
discussion for more than two months,
the Ital ian government and cathol ic
church  med ia to rs  have requested
intervc.tion ar dre hig.hest levei from
both sides. Thsythus sent messages or
7 Se ptember-to Mr Chissano and ro rhe
Renamo leader.
The coordinator of the mediat ing

t e a m ,  I t a i i a n  g o v e r n m e n t
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r i o  R a f f a e i l i
confirmed this to AIM on 8 September.
He said that the letters aiso contained
a "proposed methodology" for the
peace talks, which was "also supported
by the observer countries and by the
United Nations represent ative".

The mediators take the 1 Ocrober
d e a d l i n e ,  s t i p u l a t e d  i n  t h e  j o i n t

d e c l a r a t i o n  s i g n e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t
Chissano arid Dhlakama on 7 August,
very seriously. Mr Raffaelli said that
the  purpose o f  wr i t ing  to  rhe  two
l e a d e r s  w a s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e
negotiations really could be concluded
by 1 October. "we hope rhat liom all the
parties involved in this matter, there
may arise convergent efforrs in this
same spirit", he said.

It is thought tikely thar the hrst part of
September will see a fresh round of
indirect contacts betwecn Mr Chissano
and the Renamo commander, with
Z i m b a b w e a n  P r e s i d e n t  R o b e r t
Mugabe acting as a middlcman, in an

attempt to l ind a compromisc as soon
as possible. The major dispute is over
SISE. Renamo had inrt ial ly cai led for
i ts total abol i t ion, arguing against the
need for any form of siate intelligcnce
service. It has rnoditled its positic,n
stightly: now it accepts the principie of
an intelligence service, but, as AIM
understood i t  t iom talks in Rome,
R e n a m o  s t i l l  w a n t s  t o  s e e  S I S E
scrapped.

Proposals unpopular with Renamo
The atmosphere at the talks grew

t e n s e  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  d a y s  i n
S e p t e m b e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  a
"fruitless' meeting on 29 August in
which the two sides maintained their
divergent positions quite unchanged.

This followed a series of meetings
over the previous rveek benveen the
rwo delegation heads, Raul Domingos
and Transpor t  M in is te r  Armando
Guebuza. Neither side is wi l l ing to
make extensive statements to the press,
on  the  grounds tha t  i t  wou ld  be
"imprudent" to allow public opinion to
beLieve that the taiks are at an impasse.
"There's no more time for impasses
which lead to breaks in the talks and
r e f l e c t i o n s  i n  o u r  r e s p e c t i v e
headquarters", Domingos told AIM.
However, he immediately contradicted
th is  by  c la iming  tha t  i t  wou ld  be
unacceptable to advaoce with debate
on the mediators'  proposals ior the

other points on thc agenda - guarantees,
and the process of the ccasefirc itseif -

before reaching agreement on al l  the
i t e m s  u n d e r  t h e  h e a d i n g ' m i i i t a r y
ques t ions" .  The governmcnt  and the
media tors  had hoped to  d iscuss  a l l
o u t s t a n d i n g  i s s L r i s  s i n u l t a n c o u s l ' , ' ,
l6rnshing agreement- rvhere possible, and
delaying to theend those matters on wirich
divergences remained.

When AIM asked whether this would not
be the most appropriate way to proceed,

Domingos came ciose to reneging on the
commi tment  g iven  by  Dh lakama in
August. He sard that the deadline of l-
October was "a desirable target but not
something which has to be reached at any
price". The mediators see no reason why
the taik cannot bypass the questions of
sise and the size of the army, leaving these
for discussions at a higher level, and deai
with what Mr Raffaelli describes as "the
wide range of specific technical issues"
which are not directly reiated to the most
controversial questions, but which still
oeed agreement. He gave 45 611 gyample

the method by which the Uruted Nations
i s  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e
transitional period berween a ceaseiire
a n d  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s .  T h e r e  w e r e
"ongoing discussions" on this between Mr
Chissano and UN Secre tary -Genera l
Boutros Ghali, said Mr Raffaelli, which
had already resulted in an agreement in
prrnciple on the characteristics of UN
participarion.
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(Paace tolks, cotttinttedfront page I)
Dhlakrma visits South Alrica
Speaking ar a press conference in

Pre tor ia  cn  3  September ,  Renamo
leader Afonso Dhlakama also called
into question the deadLine of 1 October
f o r  s i g n i n g  a  c s a s e f i r e  i n  t h e
Mozanrbican rvar, saying there were still
d i f f e r e n c e s  t o  r e s o l v e  i n  t h e
negoriacious *'ith the government.

Talking ar the srarr of his first ooenlv
acknowledged visi t  to Sourh Ai i i ; ,
Dhlaliama said the delegadons at the
negotiating rable in Rome still had to
solve the question of how larse the
Mozambican armed forces shoJd be,
a s  r v e l l  a s  w h a t  h e  c a l l e d  " t h e
d ismant l ing  o f  SNASp, ' .  Dh iakama
once again berayed his confusion with
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e
Mozambican stare, SNASp (people,s
natlonal securiry service) was aboiished
over a year ago.

Dhlakama insisred thar rhese issues
had to be resolved betore any ceasefire.
He said that Renamo wants peace and
dcmocracy "but nclt  at any pricc", and
that t .he mil i tary ancl sccuriry ouestions

must be agreed fust.
A s k e d  a b o u r  t h e  M o z a m b i c a n

const i tu t ion ,  Dh lakama once more
conveyed h is  conf is io t r  ove i  s ta re
affairs and claimed rhar ir  " is st i l l
M a r x i s t  a n d  o f  a  s i n g l e  p a r r y , ' .
Dhlaliama claimed that ar his meerinq
with Mr Chissaqo, rhe president baJ
promised "ro abolish anti-democratic
laws". Hs sa.id he "liked rhe meetinswirh
Chissano very much".

Renanro and human rights
Dtdalama was asked what guarantees

he could give in relation to human rishts
i n  l v l o z a m b i q u e ,  s i n c e ,  s a i d  r h e
reporter, the reputatiOn of Renamowas
similar to that of the Khmer Rouse in
Cambodia, Dhlakama dismisseJ his
organisation's unsavoury image as the
resuit of "Freiimo propaganda,'.

But rhe latest detai led account of
Renamo atrocities comes, not from anv
group linked with Frelimo, but from the
respec ted  US-based human r igh ts
organisation, Africa Watch, in their
repor!, "Conspicuous Destruct.ion,'.

D h l a k a m a  a l s o  s t r e s s e d  t h e

''importanr 
role" that South Africa has

piayed in Mozambique. Support for
Renamo from at least some secuons ot
the  South  Af r i can  mi l i ta ry  has
conrinued ro the present, with the
general staff of the Mozambican armed
forces accusing the Sourh Africans of
being behind Januarly's chemicaj atrack
on Mozarubican troops who were rying
to storm a Renamo base on the South
African border.

P r i o r  t o  t h e  p r e s s  c o n f e r e u c e
Dhlakama met for about three hours
wrth South African foreign Minister
Roelof Botha, who opened the press
conlbrence expressing oprimi5ro ,6u, u
c e a s e f i r e  c o u l d  b e  r e a c h e d  b y  L
October, and rhat the dispute over the
size of a new army couid be resolved.

He claimed tbat rho positious of borh
sides were "flexible", and stressed the
Lnportance of peace 11 fu{szam[ique
for the "economic unity'' of the regon.
Botha lard particuiar emphasis on the
role that the port of Maputo can play tbr
the South Alrican economy, since ir is
nearer to much of the Transvaal than
any South African port. NM.2t3t9ts2


