Government buys off demonstrations

by disgruntled former soldiers 5@"'*5

Soldiers and former soldiers have been
demonstrating in a number of Mozam-

bican towns and cities demandmg pay- :

ment of pensions and salaries.: - -

- The government’s response has been
{o raise war penmons by up to 1,000%.
The new pension rating will come mbo
force at the end of September o

- Last week the mainroad from Maputo
toSouth Africa was temporarily blocked

and in Niassa province soldiers on ac: -
tive duty destroyed two warehouses -

and nine lorries, while in Zambezia
province war veterans set up roadblocks
outsxde Quelimane,: > -

- It .aputoitselfone Veteran was shot
dead and demonstrators sought to de-

liverhisbodyto theheadquartersof the

central committee of Frelimo. ,
Last month British-trained units .
mutinied in Manhica provmce (South
Scan v1/31 p237).
¥ Agovemmentcommlssnonheadedby
pnme Minister Mario Machungo was .
set up to deal with the disturbances,
and it was initially reckoned to be op-
erating under tight constraints, with
little chance that it could pay its way
out of the crisis.

- According to some reports the govs

«erhment has be

- exchanging Rands at substantlally
below the official exchange rate.

Wherever the new pension fundsmay -
fina comefrom,the announcementof .
the raises brought a Speedy end to the
demonstratlons ’

Meanwhile Mozamblque s under-
equipped and under-trained police force -

‘ ﬂrearms
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ﬁﬁdﬁ{“"gouth Africa's Forelgn Min

flict in Mozambique. He met Renamo
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s apparently fighting back against a

perceived collapse of law and order, as
armed soldiers and Renamo fighters
move into the overérowded outlying

- suburbs of towns and cihes ﬂeemg the
drought-stncken codntrysxde

‘Official crime figures for Maputo

’ phovmce in the first six months of this

year showed an increase of nearly 14%

over the same period in 1991,
It is certain that the extremely low
ﬁ res, which the police themselves
it are mcomplete especially with

‘ respect to crimes reported at Maputo

|

provmce soutlying rural police stations,

‘seriously under- -report the level of
criminality in the regxqm
An average of just over four major

~ offences a day for the whole of one the

' country’s most populous provinces
probably reflects, at worqt widespread

- popular mistrust of the p()hce who are
-seenasjust another group ofarmedand

violent men, and at besta cynical belief
that reportmg a crlme is simply not
worth the effort. -

Meanwhile 18 soldiers and three ci-
vilians were this week sentenced to
. long prison terms for illegally selling

They were also accused of
SRR *é b ‘

Botha has offered to mediate the con-

‘leader Afonso Dhlakamai in Pretona on |
Wednesday ‘
" Less than a month before the agreed

‘" date for a ceasefire the talks between

"the two sides are again deadlocked.
{Own correspondent; local reports]



