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ROME — President
Joaquim Chissano
of Mozambique and
Renamo rebei lead-
er Afonso Dhlaka-
ma seaied an accord
yesterday to end 16
years of civil war
by October 1, ending
three days of taiks
with an emotionai
embrace.

“This is a historic
day for the people of
Mozambique and Afri-
ca ... Please. No
more deaths. No more
war,”’ Zimbabwe's
President Robert Mu-
gabe, who brought the
two foes together for
the first time, said
after the signing cere-
mony.

Chissanae, who cailed
the rebel leader “dear
brother”, expressed re-
gret that the fighting
was not ending at once,
despite his offer of an
iramediate armistice.

"It would undoubtedly
have been more honour-
able if our meeting had
meant the end of the
war, today. There is o
reason why the guns
should not fall sdent,”

issano said.

Catastrophe

“Although the war will
continue a little longer,
the fact that we know it
will end by October | is
a consolation.”

A six-page accord said
both the government and
Renamo were ‘‘deter-
mined to do all in our
power to end the catas-
trophe resuiting from
the combined effects of
the war and the drought

FORMER
foes have
c<reated hope
for peace ina
war-weary
Mozambique
now aiso
racked by
drought.

Hugs as
war set
to end on
October 1

in our country”.

Mugabe, the architect
of the-Rome talks, urged
Renamo pot to try to
grab more territory in
the coming weeks to
strengthen its negotiat-
ing hand and said the
government should not
try to flush out rebels
from their positions.

““That wouid mean
more war and more peo-
ple dying. The gext two
months are crucial,” Mu-
gabe said.

The civil war, which
began a year after inde-
pendence from Portugal
in 1975, has cost more
than a million lives and
brought one of the
world’s poorest coun-
tries to its knees. This
year, the horrors af war
have been compounded
by a devastating
drought.

Chissano warned be-
fore the tailks began on
Wednesday that over

ace comes

nalf of Mozampigue's
population could no
longer feed itself.

The Renamo ieader,
defending his decision to
reject an immediate
truce, said it was “not
enough to just call a
ceasefire. You must
have the proper mecha-
nisms-set up 1o supervise
it. We don’t want a sim-
pletruce.

“We did not refuse
peace. We refused war
because what we want is
peace with security,” he
told a news conference.

Dhlakama, evoking
the Cold War origins of
the conflict, said Rus-
sians, East Germans,
North Koreans, as well
as Zimbabweans, Tanza-
nians and Malawians
had died in the fighting.

Repeating that he felt
extremely moved that
national reconciliation
had finally been ach-
teved, Dhlakama sad he
was. prepared.to accept
defeat in democratic
elections and would in
such a case merely lead
the political opposition.

Democrac

“I want to tell the peo-
ple of Mozambique that
if they vote for the presi-
dent and Frelimo, [ will
remain io Maputo as
leader of the political
opposition. This is what
democracy means,” he
said.

The Rome accord
commits Renamo and
the governmeant to wind
up two years of negotia-
tions in Rome oq a peace
accord within the next
seven weeks. It also
binds the government to
enshrine in law the guar-
antees Renamo bas been
asking for. — Sapa-
Reuter.



