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ROME. - President
Joaquim Chissano of
Mozambique sa id  yes-
terday he had offered
rebeis an immeciiate.
cessat ion  o f  hos t i l -
i t ies to end l6 years of
civi i  war but that this
had been rejected.

Mr Chissano, who met
rebel leader Mr Afonso
Dhlakama here on Wed-
ne.sgay for the first time,
sald negotiators were in_
stead drawiag up a cai-
e n d a r  f o r  a  g e n e r a l
ceaseFrre that could be
srgned lrL the next few

The -two sides also agreed on the
role of a United Nations peace moni_
toring group.

-"I proposed an immediate cessation
of hostilities. A truce is the wrong
word as i t  impl ies a pause before thE
trghtlng r\esumes . . . but Dhlakama re-jected th is , "  Mr Chissano said in  ajoint interview with Reuters and por-
tuguese state te lev is ion.

.  He expla ined that  Mr Dhlakama,
leader  of  the Mozambique t { i t ion i i
Resis tance (Renamo),  hai l  to ld  h im he
cloubted the men in  the f ie td would
ob9_V o1{ers to stop ftghrrng a! once.

" t .  to tc l  h lm my armed forces were
wlr l rng ro s top ammediate ly .  I  sa id my
or i lcers were reacly .  .  .  but  he said h is
m e n  w e r e . n o t  p r e p a r e d  . . .  a n d  p r o b -
ao-ry  nq!  qrsposed to obey."

Mr Chissano said Mi  Dhlakama
seeme9 to care more about making
sure that any ceaselire should hold
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once i t  had been s igned.

. .  The _rebel  leader ,s  d i lemma hish-
r lghted a problem that  d ip lomats ' in-
vo lved. in  the two-year_oia negot ia-
t r o n s  b e t w e e n  R e n a m o  a n d  t h e
Mozambique government  in  Rome
navg long warned of _ that no one
really controls some of the guerillas.

6fi) fiX) lives
-  Mr Chissano said he would be sat is-
f ied.  i f  the Rome summit  produced a
oeclarat ron that  mapped out  the exact
parh ro peace,  a l though he fe l t  i t  was
aDsurd to go on f ight ing once a l l  s ides
were rn agreement.

.. The lS-year war between the Fre_
limo government and Renamo 

-has

claimed more than 600 000 tiuel, ii i i
or lven-a.mr l l ion people in to ex i le ,  and
nas.  te t t  ha l f  the remain ing populat ion
or  r r  ml l l lon-  s tarv lng and in  need of(Ionatect tood. _ Sapa-Reuter
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monfhs.
He saidjt was-possible

a  c e a s e f i r e  c a l e n d a r
would be approved by
the two sides later by the
end of the week
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