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T€te-i-t€te raises Mozanfuique hopes
MOZ\MBIQUE Prtsldent Jrnq$lm
Chlssano and rcbel leader Alonso
Dhlakrma met face to face for the
Ilrst llme on Tuesday nlght relslng
hopes for a swift resolutlon lo the
country's clvll war,

The two men talked into the early
hours in s five-star Ronre hotrl, ahesd
of  the formal  negot lh t lons nhich

star led severa l  hours la ter  on
Wedneday. Ako prcsent were htsl-
dent Robert l\f ugabe of Zlmbdhwe
and finy Rowland, senior exbcuthe
of the Britlsh conglomerate hnrho,

both of whom have an Interst ln llrc

frrtureof Mozambklue.
The nego(lntions, held under the

ausplces of  the Romnn Cnthol lc
Churrh nnd the ltnlian governh*nl

arr heing hosted by llallnn Fortlgn
Mlnhtcr Emilio Cokrmtxr.

Chlssano and Dhlnkama. leadero[
the rebel nxrlcmenl Renarno, corn-
mcnled that tht'y werr lxrking for a
quick pence stttlement frorn the cur-
rrnt negotiatkrns. Bul afler two years

of talks in Ronrc, during whlch aggte-
nrcnts on elecllons nnd the formation

of polltlcal partles have been s[ned,
lherr b still o wlde gpp to be bridged
between the two sHes. Mllitary lead-
ers arc stlll at odds over the slze snd
composltlon of the futurr nrmy and
the mle of the secret scrvlcrs.

The negotlatfuns have been given a
sense of urgency by the worsening
dnrught. As Chissano sald: "There
are 3,I-million people who need to be
rescued and slx million morr in lhe
clties who need orrlside help to eal Of
coursg the war b making thk morr
dlfficulL" - Sspa-Reuter


