
Chissano upbeaÍ about talks with Renamo
MAPU"TO - Mozambican president Joa-
quim Chissaao is "optimrs-tic" about hi.s
fiÌst ÍneetiDg with Renamo ieader AJooso
Dhìakama rn Rome tomorngr.

fhisqng hâs told a news conlerenc.e-àe
expecE "positive results" to emerg€. His
opiimism is based on comments by Dhla-
kama to Zirnbabwe President Robert lúu-
gabe in Botswana on July ,t.

Mugabe brieÍed Chissano two weeks lat-
er in Harare, telhng him Dhlakama wan-
ted "a serious meetiDg to dtscuss Inace and
sign a ceasefire".

Dhiakama also wanted guarantees Íor

àìs personaÌ sâfety and lh.t of his men,
who should not beharasseòor discrrmlDât-
€d ageim1.3p6 be ablem pruane poiiticaì
activities lreely.

'TeJiàought. 
Dhlakarna as uoi de.

manding anything impossible," Chissano
said.'The govenrment guarantees ali citi-
zens that tbey can üve in peace and secur-
ity and erpr€ss themselves heely."

Chissano irsisted, howeyer, tàat Ren-
amo sbould also give guaÌant€es that it
would not'nurder or harass people.

He bored DhÌakama was Eerious about

seeking peace. A breakdown in talks would
b€ a "catastrophe'', Cbrssano said.

The ta.Iks between government and Ren-
amo delegaüons. now ln their Uth round,
have so lar faiìed to-reach agreement on a
serics of issues, incìuding the composition
oÍ a ncw oational army.

But WesterD diplomats have noted tìe
devastating drought is puttlng pressure on
all sides to reach a qúck settlement.

President Mugabe is due to attend the
talks and there are reports tbat Lonrho CE
Tiny Rowland will also attend. - Sapâ-
Reuter-AFP.
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