FOR SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES — TELEPHONE EAST LONDON 430010

Mozambique peace
talks get new boost

From MICHAEL HARTNACK
%IARARE — President Joaquim Chissano
esterday announced readiness for his
_first face-to-face meeting with Mr Alfonso
:)hhhnu leader of lhe Mozambique Re-

) in the 17

<year Mozambican clvll war.

Y1 hope he (Dhlakama)
itl be positive, 30 we
an stert reconstructing
ur war-torn  counts
resident Chissano told

ent ert Nunbe, lhe‘
Organisation for African
Unity'’s official  peace
mediator,

‘The date snd venue of
the  hisloric  meellng
have yet 1o be agreed,
Mr Chissano said.

Diplomatic observers
believe Saturday's meet-
ing in Maputo between
President Chissano and
South African President
F. W. de Klerk may have
been crucial to reviving
the previously inconclu-
sive quest for peace, de-
spite. Mr  Chissano’s

claim Pretoria was still
giving covert help to Mr
Dhlakam,

Until South Africa's

1984 Nkomsti Accord
with the late President
Samora Machel, aid was
suppiied openly, but Mr
De Klerk insists this has
been severed.

Diplomatic sources
here have long believed
South involve-
lnu:l nlial to

bring the rebels con-
clusively to the peace
table.
"l and all Mozambi-
ques people wiil do all
&t we can to bring a
censeﬁre and peace,
r Chissano said at the
end of his talks with Mr
Mugabe
“I will do everything
in my power so the meet-

ing can be soon,” Preai-
dent Chissano added, al-
fuding to complaints the
rebels have

southern African region
in the grip of the worst
drougut for » century,
and half M

twa years of
Eelv.‘e talks convened in
ome through the Ro-
man Catholic Church
and the Italian Govern-
ment.

Mr Mugabe, who has

-had two recent mueunfl
n

with Mr Dhlukama
Malawi and Botswana in
the hope of finalising a
ceasefire, .
viously siriven to keep
Pretorla out of the Mo-
mbican pesce process,
dlplnmnlc Sources say.

am cnly hopeful
lhnl Mr Dhlnhml will
live up word,”
President Muunl'c AuM

“All of us in this re-
x1on are very desirous
that peace come to Mo-
zambique and of course
we would also like to see
peace caming to- Suath

With fighting obstruct.
ing the distribution of
famine relief, the whale

people uprooted tom
their homes, the peed
for immediate peace
Wak never greater, say
International agencies,

Since Mr Chissana's

rullng Frelima Party re-
nounced the strict Murx-
Ist-Leninist ideology
with which il came to
ower at independeuce
com Lortugal in 1973,
differences  with  the
right-wing rebels have
centred on Renamo par-
ticipation in gavernment
andthe security forces.

Diplomatic sources
suy the  Zimbabwean
feader is us anxlous us
his neighbour not to tet
the rebels gain a stran-
glebold on the govern-
meat of the strategic In-
dian  Ocean  counury,
which shares an uncon:
trollable 700 km border
with  Zuububwe  snd
dominates its road, rail
#nd 0il pipeline access
tothe sea




