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Renamo: Let food in

l l A R A l ì L .  - -  l  h r :  l r t t e r -
nar ional  Commit tcc oÍ
the Rcd Cross ycstcrday
aplxuled to Renamo re-
hcls in Ìvlozambique to al-
hrw Íoorl and medical sup-
p l ics in to Rcbel  hc ld
i i l  c i t5 -

' l ì re  
lCl lC said the ef -

lce l :  u I  thc l { -ycar  u iv i l
war :rnd southern Africa's
*r r rs l  droughl  th is  ccn-
tury lcít most rural com-

muni t ies in  Mozambique
"dcsperate"  for  a id.

In  one v i l lagc a lone,  at
least five people , mainly
chi l t l rcn lnd pÍcgnanl
wonlcn,  wcre dy ing dai ly ,
the ICRC said in  a s tate '
ment  re leaser l  hcre.  Thc
village wrs identiÍied as
Liugr  in  t l rc  nor lhe rn
Nanrpula prov incc.

lmpossib le
" l r  ha i  t rccn.  and st i l l

rs ,  inrpossib le to  d is t r i -
bure Íoot l  in  th is  region,"
the statcmcrt t  sa id.

Al ready,  nìany peas-
anls  were wander ing dcep
inro the hush hoping to
lind Íood. Qthers fìcd to
neighbor ing count Í res
"shcrc thcy aÍ€ a l  lcas l
sufe Íron' rcks, if not
f rom hur .  ,  the s tate-
nrcnt  sa id.

ln  thc past  month,
rlorc than 3 üXJ Mozam-
ìr icans sought  rc Íuge in
nc ighlxrur ing Zimbabwc.

"Sornc are said to have
r l icd on the way."  the
r l i r lcntcnt  sa id.

Guarantee

Ì r l r  Jcan-Danie l  Tauxe.
the ICRC delegate gener-
a l  for  AÍr ica.  sa id Maputo

has g iven thc Geneva-
based group a BuaÍantcc
of safe passage.

Renamo leadcr Afonso
Dhlakama has plcdged
not  to  at tack humani tar i -
an convoys, but thc ICRC
awaitcd nìoÍc spccific
"opcr l l ional  co-opeÍ i t -
tiurr" Írorr l{ctrul corrt-
rnanders in the bush.

Thc war in  Mozamhi-

que has claimed more
than 600 000 lives since
l9'ì7 an,J lefi about halÍ
the populatioo of l5 mil-
lion dependent on food
aid.

Renamo and the gov-
crnmcnl  havc been hold '
ing periodic Jreace talks
sirrcc llI/0, bul liglrting
continues throughout the
country .  -  Sapa-AP,
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