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ROII{E - TheMozam-
b ican government
and its rebel foes wilt
tackle within davs the
vital issue of a õease.
frre in the countr:y's
l6-vear cilil ìwar, me-
diators at the peace
ta lks  here  

-  
sa id

vesterday.
" l t 's  a matter of  davs,

no t  weeks , "  sa id  l \ l r
i\lario Rafaeli, a mecliator
appointed by the ltalian
government.

"Bo th  s i des  have
agreed to sign a protocol

on electoral law and that
means t lrcy' l l  then start
talking about the Íïnal is-
sue - ceaseÍïre," f l l r  Ra-
Í ' : r e l i  t o l d  a  n e w s
conf erence.

NIr RafaelÍ said the gov-
ernrnent and tlre l!{ozam-
b i q u e  N a t i o n a l  R e s i s -
táÌnce were very nea-r to
signing a protocol on a
nevv electoral law which
inc ludes sensi t ive issues

such as access to the me-
dia. freedom of the Press
a n d  f r e e d o m  o f
movement .

He said thc two sides

had decided t0 su spcnd
discussion on a constitrr-
t ional dispute that had
stalled ther latest rotrnd of
negot iar t ions,  undr3rway
since Jtrl-v 1990. Itahr and
the  Ron ran  Ca t t r o l i c
Church are mediaturg in
the talks.

"Both sides will soon
s ta r t  d i scuss ing  vvh i ch
countries should ac't as
observers to the roun.d on

a ceasefire. I think this
Year can be, and must be,
lh" y""r of peace irr Mo-
zAmbique," said ant,ther
mediaôr, Catholic pr i'-'st
Nlatteo Zuppi.- Ziarur-Rtr.


