
Playtng for time ln
Rome

Despite the promtses of "peac" by,Xmas", made ln Llsbon last
November-by Renamo leader Afonso Dhlakama, there ls silll no stgn
of an e.nd to Renamo's unremlttlng üolence agalnst the elvlllãn
populatlon of Mozamblque.

Massacres are carrled out wlth gruesome detatls that would have
delÍghted the Marqrtg-{u sade. Thus when Radto Mozambtque Jour-
nallsts saw the plle of 16 corpses that Renamo had left at Chònguene
o-n the country's maln north-south road rn mldJanuary, th"y lound
that the penlses of the male vlcUms had been cut olT ãnd placed In
thelr  rnorr ths.

lütitle terror and torture remaln the order of the day for Renamo
unlts on the ground, ln-Rome peâce talks ground to a hilt ln January
because o[ a serles of demands whlch shòw elther that Renamo haã
not the f,atntest ldea how democrattc polttics work, or that thelr
negotlators are once agaln stalllng, playing for ilme.'l'ake the demand that coalitlons be proscrtbed by law. Thts ls an
exlraordilary attempt to ltmtt the freedom of poltttcal pariles, to
prevent them from working together and presenÌingJokrfplatforms
to the electorate.

It might-also make stable government rtnposslble. If no party galns
over half the'seats ln â new parllament, anã coallt lons arô ou[làwed.
ttren the alternatlve ls a weak mlnorrty government, whlch could be
toppled at any moment. As Renamo strould know, lf lt made any stucly
of tlernocratlc systems, coalltlon governments are a frequenf occur-
rence (notably ln ltaly, the country hosttng the peace talks).

Renamo f;avours proportlonal representailon (PR) for Mozambtque's
electlons. There's nothtng wrong wtth that tn prtnctple, of cours", brt
PR systems often lead dlreetly to coaltüons.-

Renanro seems not to undeistand the reasbnlng behlnd PR: the tclea
ls to enstrre that partles afe represented ln parllament ln more or less
lhe same propoftlons that the electorate ôast their votes. Thus lf a
Jrarty wi t ts ten per cent of  the nat lonal  vote,  and there are 25O seats
in parllament, lt ought to end up widr 25 seats.

Btrt Renarno calls fcrr a threshold of 20 per cent of the votes before
aparty could wln trny seats at all. That negates the rvhole purpose oí
PR, whlch ls to ensure that smaller pariles :ìre not preJrrãlcecl, ancl
that the voters' wlshes are reÍlected as truly as poõsible wlthtn
par l la r r ren t .

- Iìenanto openly adnrits that lt ls trying to rnarglnallde the nervly-
fornrerl non-vlolent opposltlon partles. Voters whoare opposed to the
rtrl lng Frelirno Party, m?y well prefer a peacefrrl rtght-ning organlsa-
l. lon, to r>ne rvhose hands are soaked in blood.

Rrrt  the dernand the governruent founcl  hardest to take rvas
Renarno's lnslstence that the new electoral law stlprrlate that the flrst
pt  ior i ty o[  a fut t t re parhament wl l l  l>e to arnerrc l  the eonst l t t r t lon.  Thts
r ler ì l r " :  l l re pr lnctple that  par l iarnents are soverelgn bor l ies that  I ìx
t t rc i r  orvn agerr<la.

Í ' r iaf  r r ra l lv  par l iatnent nìay anìent l  the r ;orrst i l t r t lon t f  l t  so c lesircs,
'1r1r l  l l te cc 'nst i t t i t ior t  envisages nrechanisnrs Í 'or  tJr ls.  Btr t  the Ronrc
ta lks  i t r r :  a l lo t t t  e r r r l i r tg  the ' ,var :  they  car i t rç1  Ing i t i rna te ly  he  t rsed  lo
tnt l  t ' r r t r r re N4n:zatnhlcaá legis lators what the_1 e: i i r  an, l  ea-nnot do.

F' t t r lhe' tn ' r re,  i t t  terms oÍ  the exist lng const i l r r t lor t r  draf t  const l t r r
l iot t ; r l  ant , 'nr lntenls r t t t  rs l  he sr-rbnr i t ted Sl t l  r l : rys l>efore t l re openin{ ol
c l r - ' l tate.  ' l ' l rê1' lhrrs 

cotr ld not be deal t  wi lh i r r lnediately a n"-w parì i  r
t t t c t t t  r1 : r5  r ' l r : c tec l ' -  un less .  lha t  l s .  Rer Ì Í ì l r ìo  i s  su f fes t l r rqv io la t ing  t l r , '
c t t r t 'c l t l  c ' r i115' l i l t t l i r r t r .  Ì l r rc ler  t t re prolr icol  s iqnet i  wi l t r  the governl t ì r . r ì Ì
i t r  í ) r ' ln l r r  r - .  Rerrartro rrnf ler took, once a ceaseÍìre takes ef i 'ect ,  to
I  eslr t ' r  t  t f  r r '<:ot t t l l ry 's l : r rvs { lncl t rc l ing.  n i r t r r ra l l -y,  lhe sotrrce oÍ 'a l l  lnrvs.
I  h e  r . o r r s l  i l  r r l i o r r ) .

' l ' l terr :  
i : ;  nothi t tg Í ìew in l ìetrarno breakir ìg i ls  word,  o l  course. ' l ' l r r  r : ;

I ì r  r t r tnr l  luts r t :J le l r tecl ly al  tackcd the Lirnpopo ancl  l ìe i ra ral l  cotr ldr l rs
clt:spitr.: i t :;per:if ic urtdertaking not to do so 11iven in ttre agree:rnent oÍ
I  I )c l r : r r r l rc r  l Í )90 .

Sar l l l ' ,  lhe Renamo rtegot i r r tors '  behar, ior t r  in Rorne or lce nlore
incllr:ates ttrat pledges given by Rr:narno are not u,orth ttre papèr the_y
ate \ ' , ' r l t tet ì  on.
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