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THE peace talks berween the Mozambi-
cân government and üe MNR yesterday
cent red on d isagreements  over  the
rninimum age for citizens to be elected
to a new parliament.

Two plenar.v sessions were held at
the R<lme headquarters of the Cathoüc
chariry, the Santo Egdio Commurufr'.
The tr*'o sides are now discussing, point
t,v point. the documents thev have pre-
pared concerning the country's future
electoral law.

Sources close to the talks told AIIÍ
'\^, ' ' 'c 'n.erirìg5 exaÍnined closelv

,rat. rvhiie úe age for
icting shour,.: be i6. onlv those cirizens
older than 25 wut: ld be el isble for
clecüc,n

The govcrnment points out rhat rhe'
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Mozambican population is overwhelm-
ingly voung, with a relatively short life
e.t{pectãÍrc-y. These factors make the
MNR proposal "unrealistic'.

The MNR argues that while l8-year-
olds have sufficient responsibüty to
vote, thev mây not poss€ss the 'rnaturi-

rr.'' required of a member of parliament.
MNR reasoning is far from clear, and

one mav speculate that it ls trying to
reconcile democracy lvith tadidonal
power. The two delegations have se-
rious disagreements on a long ttst of
matters úat are fundamentd for the
country's future electoral system. De-
bates on these questions are likely to
last at least fior the rest of üis week.

However, the two sides say that the
atmosphere at the negotiating table is
"po;itjve" and "open''. - Ziana-AlltÍ.


