
Chissano seeks
ChristriaË Ëëirëe
in Mozarnbique
P E M B A  ( M o z a n r b i q u e ) .  -
Pres ident  Joaqu im Ch issano
wants a ceasefire bv Christ-
mas in the nation's crippl ing
civi l  war, says the Aim news
aSency .

ln comments in the north-
er 'n lown oÍ Pemba, Mr Chis-
sano said his rul ing Frel imo
party wanted to stop the f ight-
ing  imnred ia te ly ,  bu t  tha t  the
rebels insisted on negotiat ing
poli t ical issues such as elec-
t ions  anr l  Ío rming  a  un i Í ied
arrny.

A series oÍ peace talks that
began last year in Rome have
yielded a part ial  ceasefire and
agreement  on  gu ide l ines  Ío r
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  i n  M o z a m -
b i q u e ,  a  f o r n r e r l y  M a r x i s t
one-party state.

Mr Chissano expressed sat-
isfact ion with recent conci l ia-
t o r y  s t a t e m e n t s  b y  A Í o n s o
Dhlakarna, leader of the Ren-
amo rebels. but said he doubt-
ed that a ceaseÍire could be
r e a c h e d  b y  C h r i s t m a s ,  A i m
reported.

The next nrund oÍ talks are

scheduled for December 10.
"I don't  know whether Dhla-

kama wi l l  have such an  open
spir i t  as to enable us to sign
a l l  the  documents  requ i red
wi th in  a  space o Í  l0  days , "
A im quoted  Mr  Ch issano as
sayrng.

" I Í  th is  were  to  happen I
would be very pleased."

More  than 600 000 peop le
have d ied  in  the  l { -year  c iv i l
war and more than a mÍl l ion
have become reÍugees. About
halÍ the l5 mil l ion populat ion
requires donated Íood.

M r  C h i s s a n o ' s  p a r t y  h a s
governed Mozambique since i t
g a i n e d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  Í r o m
Portugal in 1975. I t  dropped
its Marxist label and last year
a d o p t e d  a  n e w  c o n s l i t u t i o n
ca l l ing  lo r  n ru l t ip le  po l i t i ca l
part ies and Íree elect ions.

The rebels rejected the new
const i tu t ion ,  say ing  Fre l imo
drafted i t  without consult ing
them and the peace talks now
invo lve  cons t i tu t ionaì  i ssues
as well  as how to implernent a
ceasef i re .  -  Sapa-AP.


