
Maputo governmert,
MIIIR sign partial \r
accord in Rome H,tutqf

ROME.
THE Mozambique
government and ihe
[fNR on Wednesday
signed a new panial
accord on ending 15
years of banditry-and
ageea to stafl ariother
round of peace tall$
on Decemtier 10.

The government and
MNR reached a deal on
how polidcal parties wlll
!e set up in a multi-party
democracy after months
of mediation bv the ltal-
lan governm"ent and
Catholic churchmen.

Ttre officid m'ediatorc
had hoped to ffnlsh dl po-
l i t ical negotiat ions by
mid-November to cltnch
a ceasefire by Chrlstrnas
in the war that has cost
over a million hves stnc,e
1975.

Bu t  unde r  t he  new

agreement wene a clause
giving the government
the right to register all
po l i t ica l  par t ies  and
inother uniler which the
MNR witl be recognised
as a Party ils soon as a
peace deal ln signed.

The new law bans any
trlbalist, separatist or ne-
l ig ious par t ies .  Par ty
names that lncite vlo-
lence will not be dlowed,
polidcal pardes wlll not
have the rtght to quesdon
Mozambique's terrttorid
in tegr i ty  or  nat iona l
unity.

Wednesday's accord
marks the first succesE
for the mediators stnce
the government  and
MNR agreed on the gen-
eral framework for nego'
tiadons ldit October 18.

The Rome talks have
been go lng on for  l8
mon ths .  The  e igh th
round, whlch ended on
Wednesday, had begun
on October 7. - Tlana-
Reuter.

t imetab le  agreed on
W_g4"""dlLge issue of

a new electoral law will
not be tackled before
mid-December.

Tou never know. Mir-
acles ale always possi-
b l e , "  Mr  Don  Ma t teo
Zuppi, one of the media-
tons, said.

The agreement  was
signed in a simple cere-
mony at the headquarters
of the Sant'egidio reli-
gious community, one of
the three mediating par-
ties. Ttre others are the
Itahan goverrunent and
Mozambique Catho l ic
church.

MNR band i t  l eade r
Afonso Dhlakama,  in
Rome for talks with.the
Vatican and the ltalien
government, did not at-
tend, the bandit "forelgn
minister" RauI Manuel
Domingos signed for the
MNR and transport min-
lster Cde Armando Gue-
buza for the government.

The nnost  d i f f icu l t
points in Wednesday's


