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Step towards ceasefire in
A ! ro toco l  on  fundamenta l  p r in -
c ip les ' ,  descr ibed by  some ana lye ts  ae
an unof f i c ia l  censef i re ,  s las  s igned by
the  ) Íozambique government  and the
rebe l  Renamo movement  in  Rome on
O c t o b e r  1 8 .
The deal involves 60me irnportant
concess ions  by  the  rebe ls .  They
recogn ise  the  leg i t imacy  o f  the
government  dur ing  a  t rans i t ion
per iod  be tween a  fo rmal  ceaeef i re
and e lec t ions ,  and hnve thu"s  d i tche t l
the  ear l ie r  ca l l  fo r  the  L ï , I  to  take
over  i  mpor tan t  min is t r iee  in  th ie
peri.xi .
I r r  tu rn  the  governmenü ç ' i l l  no t  pass
laws on  the  agenda fo r  d iscus t ion .
l loza  mbi  que 'n  Pree ident ' foaqu im
Chissano descr ibed the  pro toco l  th ie
week ae ' impor tan t ' ,  bu t  s t i l l  no t
'what \  /e \r 'ere wait ing for" - a
ceasef i re  agreement .
Ana lys ts  in  ìV Íaputo  be l ieve  Renamo
lead er Âfo nso f)hlak am a's new- found
wi l l ingr ress  to  negot ia te  s tems f rom a
rea l i sa t ion  tha t  h is  fo rcee are  unab le
t o  d e f e a t  t h e  F r e l i m o  g o v e r n m e n t .
I l e  h a d  h o p e d  t h a t  l a s t  l ) e c e m b e r ' e
a  g r ^ - m e n t ,  w h i c h  r e s t r i c t e d  Z i m b a b -
rve  . roop6 in  I l lozqmbique to
t ranspor t  cor r idore .  wou ld  have
a l l o * ' e d  R e n n m o  t o  s e i z e  t h e  m i l i t a r y
i  n i t i a t  i v e ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n  g  h i s  p o e i t i o n
a t  t h e  b a r g a i n i n g  t a b l e . ' I h i s  d i d  n o t
h a p p e n .
I Ìenamo is  a lso  su f fe r ing  f rom a
f i n a n c i a l  r i q u e e z e .  D h l a k a m a  c o m -

Mozambique
p la ins  tha t  the  Sàuth  r \ f r i can  e lec t r i c -
i t y  corpora t ion  En l<nm fa i le t l  to  pay
Rennmo a f te r  i t  s t ruc ì<  n  dea l  w i th  the
r e b e l s  t o  a l ì o w  i t  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  t h e
l ine  to  the  Cahora  Basea hydro-
e lee t r i c  dam.
Braz i l ian  suppor te rs ,  and the  Por tu -
gr.rese businessrna n ì l Ia nuel I lul  hosa,
who has  fu r rded Rcnamo wi th  the
hope o f  recover ing  o i l  re f iner ies  he
o n c e  o w n e d  i n  l l I o z a m h i < ; r r e .  a r e  a l s o
l o s i n g  i n t e r e s t .  S i n r i l a r ì y ,  t h e  l l n n k  o f
L is t ron  in  South  Af r i ca  now sec6
greater  advantages  fo r  South  Af r i ca 's
Por tuguese com n ì  un i ty  in  inves t ing
in  Mozambiq t re  than pour ing  rnoney
in to  Renamo.  Funda f rom r igh t  w ing
suppor te re  in  the  US and UK are
l imited.
Reì ie f  agenc ies  opera t ing  in  Ì f {ozarn-
b ique a lso  be l ieve  thn t  famine in
Gorongosa and other rural âreaa
u n d e r  R e n a m o  c o n t r o l ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h
a  reduc t ion  o f  supp l ies  f ro rn  Sout Ì r
,Mr ica  s incc  De K lerk  t igh tened
cont ro l  over  I lenamo s t rpJxr l t cvs ,
h a v e  c o n t r i b r r t e r l  t o  t h e  p r e s s u r ( ] s  o n
t h e  r e b e l s .
D h l a k h a m a  m : ì y  a l s o  h a v e  b e g u n  t o
a c k n o w l e d g e  t l r a t  Z i l n b a b r v e  h a s  r e a l
n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  i n  n r n i n t . a i n i n g
t rnnspor t  l i  l r ks  th  rou  gh  Ì \ ïozn  nrb i r lue
and tha t  Z imbab, , r 'ean  t ro , rps  ther t :
a r e  n o t  s i m J l l y  m e r c e n a r i t , : ; .
T h i s  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s h i f t  a n d  m a y
h a v e  l e d  t o  t h e  n e w  a t t i t u c l c s  a t  t h e
Rome ta lk6 .  / .S tn  f f  tu r i l  c rs  J


