Chissano
meeting |
VALLETTA (Malta)

PRESIDENT JOAQUIM CHISSANO of Mozambique
said on Thegday he was optimistic about the cutcome
of talks in Rome between his govermment and the
MNR bandits but ruled out meeﬁrg the main bandit.
leader.

“My delegation is cauuistic because we have al-
ways b been very flexdble,” President C"zuaamo told a

news conference after talks with Italian Prime Minis-
er Mr zeun Andreott in Malta,

Asked about the possibility of a first face-to-face
meeting m;.h Aforiso Dhlskama, the MNR uc?“"{:ft lead-
er, he said: “I don't Ynow where anyone has got such
an idea.” : :

Cde Chissano, in Mala foran ltematicm_! peace
vigil, added ‘Th re has never been any guesticn of
such a meeting e ib here or in Rome.”

The Mozambigue government and the bandits be-
gan an eighth round of peace talks in Rome on
Monday.

The negotiatic ns, on and off for the past 18
months, have made progress.

A Q*@}iesman fuz' Mr Andreotti satd Cde Chisszno
had told the Italizn government that as far as he was
concernied “there are no problems (at the talks) that
cannost be solved”.

As well as Mozambican Catholic church l:aders,
Italy is also mediating in the talks. — Ziana-Reuter.
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