ROME. — Negotiators
seeking ways of ending
the 15-year civil war in
Mozambique began fresh
talks yesterday with gov-
ernment representatives
and said it was up to the
country’s Renamo rebels
whether they led to
peace.

“I would say that secur-
ing a peace agreement at
these talks is now com-
pletely up to the rebels,”
Labour Minister Teodato
Hunguana said, entering
the eighth round of nego-
tiations sponsored by Ita-
ly and Roman Catholic
churchmen. '

Mediators, frustrated
by the talks repeatedly
stalling, revived them by
going to Mozambique and
Malawi last month to se-
cure the agreement of
President Joaquim Chis-
sano and rebel leader
Afonso Dhlakama to a
basic agenda.

There has been specu-
lation that the two men
could meet for the first
time this week at an inter-
national peace vigil to be

held on the Mediterra-_

New talks begin
on Mozambique
_CL_CIVII war ¢/wlu|

nean island of Malta. Mr
Chissano has confirmed
he will attend the Malta
gathering.

“We have no confirma-
tion that Dhlakama will
come although he has
been invited. If they 'do
meet, it would certainly
send a message to the
people of Mozambique
that the Rome talks really
are worth while,” a lead-
ing prelate said.

Monsignor Jaime Gon-
calves, bishop of the
northern  Mozambique
city of Beira, said Mo-
zambicans had seen little
emerging from the Rome
talks that could improve
their lot and were longing
for hope after years of
suffering.

The Renamo (Mozam-
bique National Resist-
ance) rebels’ Lisbon rep-
resentative said yesterday
that Mr Dhlakama would
probably fly to Malta for
a meeting with Mr Chissa-
no later this week, but
two of the Rome media-
tors ruled this out. —
Sapa-Reuter.
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