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€HISBON. — The Unit-
r:ud States is concerned
out lack of progress
wiirds o peace seitle-
:nt in Mozambique,
ssistant Secretary of
ate for Africa Her-
an Cohen said.

Mr Cohen told a news
conference in Lisbon on
Monday night  that 15
months of ltaliaa-medi-
ated peace talks between
he government and re-
bels had made ittle pro-
gress as the two sides had

the halian mediation ef-

fort.
Mr Cohen said he wis
“reasonably  optinistic”

there would be some pro-
gress at the next round of
talks between the Mo-
zambican government
and  Mozambique  Nat-
ional  Resistunce (Rena-
mo) rebel movement,
which is due 1o start in
Rome later this week.

But he made clear that
there was stilt a long way
1o go. .

Mr Cohen said the Mo-
zambican peace negotia-

progress worries US

Mr Cohen said US and
Portuguese pressure had
persuaded the Angoban
gu\'l’llllllt"l o ,\'l)CL‘l‘ up
its concentration of sol-
diers at assembly points
and present a timetable
for holding  multi-party
clections. — Sapa-Reutor.

cynot yet found a firm basis
on which to negotiate,

e “We are very con-
. cerned that the negota-

tions were at the same
stage as the  Angolan
peace  talks  had  been
when they began in Port-

tons are not Moving very

. well,” Mr Cohen said. “A
formula is lacking to bring
about  scrious  negotia-
tions, but we think the
Italians are moving to-
wards finding that formu-
la."”

Mr Cohen and Poriu-
guese Secretary of State
for Fareign Aflairs Jose
Manuel Durao  Barroso
said the United States and
Portugal still  supported

ugal carly last year, 13
months before a ceasefire
agreement was signed.

Mr Cohen and Mr Du-
20 Barroso both express-
ed satisfaction with the
Portuguese-mediated
peace process in Angola,
despite a hiccup earlier
this month, whea the re-
bel Unita movement
walked out of a tommis-
sion overseeing its imple-
mentation.



