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PEACE and muli-pany
elections in Mozambique
are being stalled by the
Mozambique National
Resistance (Renamo) and
its rightwing backers to
allow tme for improve-
ment of its {nternational
image.

‘This has emerged after
months of delays in peace
talks between the Mo-
zambican government
and Renamo mediated by
the Vatican through the
Santo Egidio Comnmunity,
a Roman Catholic lay
charity with headquar-
ters In Rome.

The sixth round of
talks lasted through May
with most of the time
taken up by Renamo’s ob-
![c}c;tlouu o the agenda,

e talks were adjourncd
by the mediators in early
June for a peried of “re-
flection” and are expect-
ed to resume this month.
In the Interim, the medi-
ators have been drawing
up a proposal on the first

agenda jtem, concerning
the formatlon and regis-
tration of political partics.

Renamo has objected
to clauses in the law on
political parties passed by
the Mozamblcan pariia-
ment last December.
However, the maln rea-
son behind the objec-
tions, according to a se-
nior Western diplomat, Is
Renamo's refusal to re-
cognise the legitimacy of
the government or its
laws until they have
gained more internation-
al acceptance for
themsclves.

A Kenyan diplomat, Mr
Bethwell Kiplagat, who
has been the contact
point for his country’s
suppart fur Henamo, told
another envey recently
that the time was “not yet
rght” for a settlement.

A “contra” force creat-
ed by Rhodesian intelli-

ence, Renamo was

anded over to South Af-
rica just before the inde-

pendence of Zimbabwe
(formerly Rhodesia).
However, the Mozambi-
can government has good
international relations
across a wide spectrum,
and the MNR leader,
Afonso Dhlakama, has
been unable to attract the
degree of open external
support attained by Uni-
ta's Jonas Savimbi in
Angola.

Renamo has waged an
unbelievably brutal war,
against human and eco-
nomic targets in Mozam-
bique, and war-rclated
deaths now number over
a million, most of them
children under the age of
five, according to UNI-
CEF's method of calcula-
tlon. More than half of
the country’s population
ts displaced within or
outside its borders, and
mass starvadon threatens
some areas because of
the war.

Dhlakama said in an in-
terview in March that
there was “no possibility™
of a ceasefire agreement
this year. He told the Jo-
hannesburg newspaper,
The Star, that he would
continue to reject a
ceasefire untl “political
problems” have been
resolved.

In February, Renamo
had announced its intent
to openly violate the par-
tlal accord reached in De-
cember by resuming at-
tacks on the Beira and
Limpopo corridors which
contain the most direct
road and rail routes to the
sea for Zimbabwe and
other nelghbouring coun-
tries. This partial accord
is the only result to date
of the talks which began
in July last year.

Sabotage was resumed
in the Limpopo Corridor,
but not Beira, and by
June the International
Joint Verification Com-
mission (JVC) had ceased
to Investigate ceasefire
violations in that area as
the incidents were openly
claimed by Renamo.
There are three Renamo
representatives on the
JVC in Maputo.

Cross-border attacks
into Zimbabwe and Zam-
bia, in which almost
three thousand people
have been killed, injured
or kidnapped since June
1987, have ceased since
the partlal accord signed
last December. This is
seen as an attempt to win
meetings with officlals of
those countries, thus ¢n-
hancing the political stat-
ure of Renamo, and some

meetings have already

taken place.

The immediate cessa-
tion of cruss-border at-
tacks indicates that Ren-
amo has a sophisticated
communications system
within Mozambique.

In late Apdl, a del:i:-
tion from the South
can state-owned electri-
city company, ESCOM,
visited a Renamo base In
central Mozambique, ac-
companied by a South
African Broadcasting
Corporation (SABC) tele-
vislon team and carrying

a “gift” of US$20 000

worth of radio and navi-
gational equipment.
Dhlakama also told that
delegation that Renamo
has liude interest in end-
ing the war at present.

Last year, Renamo was
weakened militarily in a
joint offensive by the Mo-
zambican and Zimba-
bwean armies, and
pushed back to areas in
the centre of the country
near the Malawi border.
Mozambican militar
units, trained by Brids!
and Zimbabwean officers
and better equipped than
in the past, have been
continuing this action
since their allfes were re-
stricted to the two corri-
dors under the terms of
the December agroo-
ment. Renamo claims
these military units are
Zimbabweans in
dis X

or the last round of
talks, Renamo was joined
in Rome bj legal and po-
litical advisers from
rghtwing groups in the
United States, who pro-
vided a draft constitution
based on the US congres-
sional model of a Senate
and House of Representa-
tives. The makes
provision for reinstate-
ment of the death
penalty.

Several other events
have occurred during the
“reflective” pause In the
Rome talks.

In mid-June, two Ke-
nyan warships, which
had entered Mozambican
waters without permis-
slon, were detalned In
the pon of Belra, —
SARDC



